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Fur Traae Matters.
Tha 1eilîzig eorrosroudanit of the New Yark

Fur 'irade itevien v ring on Jauuary il saya.
Il Tho tial zuîîîber t visiturs train Qarman

and .Au-tiiaii citias atteuidal ta New Yaar
fair vvith a getteral doimaîîd fur furs. Ona
articlc-nuitria-%vas riissed by tliem, as it
bas been imipurted drtgthe past wvisiter
only iu small quantîties, trappers in South
A aierica reporting tho catch ext.romaîy ligie.
Tha few skins ani band, tx.ogatber with those
which had been ropurchîased front abroad,
we'ra quicklIv sold at advauod value. Opia-
ionts regarding the future of Anîoricaî fers
are diverse bore, solîba f ur nierchants boliev-
ing that ail articles exceptîng znusquash wifl
(lectine, auid that bktitkl wilt ba very clieapl.
Other fur ineniants, a smallar ziumbcr, statu
that al Ainericau articles, skuuk exceptod,
,will ha dearer. Of course, one or the abler
miust be iiosrly right, but we ara inclined ta,
belive tat a great deal will depeîîd upea tho
fitnucial condition of the variae.s buyars.
Matiy firns had lieavy lasses through bad
debti. duritsg tise past 3-oar but as thoy cuuld
stand tha Io--, it is nat imuprobable that they
will speculata tu a considarabla extent in
order to re-triava their lasses. Musquash bias
sold fainly %vaii, and stocks ara smnall, and an
advanco iii prices is tully, expocted. 3Iink
and niarten have had a smallar sala tisain j
good year,; Iloivever, thara ara no stocks
anywhere, aud it is thought tisat bath articles
will huld their owui. Raccoon ivas cheap
in 1815 and consideriug tha situation in
genoral. wo tliiîîg- thlis article will do better
in t sprnng. as tht' differant dyad produc-
tions have met with a regular doînand.
TIhera ara no viaws for botter priceil for
Ainerican ut ossum, as dyad skies ara tia
longer in extemxded use. Thera is no appar-
ent reazoin for Iiger price-3 for bear, aîîd
moderato values arc expiectd. As bea'ver
wiil ba usui te produo a iiumuber ef articles
heretotore niadu oft nîttiia. lower prices zîeed
not Ibý laoolmd for. Otiig te, tha troubla in
tise Orient, prospacts cantiot bo rcgarded as
goa<i for reà fox. Gray f-ox is ut prasent in
veny ittia damand ou1 tha continant. Lynx
sufler, for tise reason affectiîîg rad fox, and
though prices ara very low îîaw custommar r
not faund and the article lias nut provedt a
succeqs. aven wblen dved in the new shades,
tha aîihy demaul and that a liinitéd ana, be-
ing far black-dyed skins- Ottor hias beau la
gaodî deniand-th clark skins for inca's coat
coliars aîîd the paie skins for plucking. Loir
prices are neot expected. lelu fox is negleet-
cd. W'olf for rugi is ausly in lmited deinand.
Australian opîxso.sum salis only lu carislecc
of the hirecent very lu%, prices. 'but oauly
strait quaîstitics ara la demand. Tha sama ut
trua regardiîig wallaby amud womhat. Japan-
uet fox vII4l weii ai, lbcrCutoe, ospecially blue
dyed ske.Thora is te usual good domand
buit iastock ai real chinchilla. liastard chin-
chilla Is il god request. In Russian fuis
ast.racbau receives a ïgood deal of attention.
l'nice- o! raw kinl Russia hava declived
onsiderably, and naeraliy Leipzig hulders

af dycd skiss are nlot enger to saJ. it is
thouglit that ant the, prosent prices the article
irill agalîl ho *tilieî for Amerimia. lasisa
met witli a fair demand uintil the begining of
1)eceznher, but bas. becit rathior quiet sauce
that date. &înse small lots of old skins wara
recently sold ast tise low prices gozierallv pro-
vailiig ait the end, of thea ycar, but fresis skias
will bx. dear if parc-basas becomne genorai.
Itaw skiî in Risitara in strait quaatity,
anid heid nt iig~i prictes. Prices for broad-
tails ara -u tnpviiît casier titau fast year, and
--ales lîiiied iii <uantity. Somo important
transactions have rocently bocu noted la
,white lîres, Frenchs Eîiglish and Garman
firmes being the buyers,, a good proportion of
tlîe sklis being takea for brira dycimîg.
Superiore gdes woe proferrod and pricos
~vere filio than baiera. White Icox have

sold, only ta a lisnitod oixteut and lîrices ara
Iowar than thoy wraro arla ycar ago. Froisie
sals marc slowly than dluring tliopa4t season,
but ira regard it S a favorable conîdition thait
prîces ara not as bigi as3 farmerly. Sabla of
modium grade hîns beau purchasod liera for
Franice andos ]si coîllîtries. Sliglitiy dyed
sahîa,propared by Risssian sabla artists, iiks
a ,good article *for Fronch and Germait tisa.
Tibet lias 'jean a little cheaper sinca thet first
af Decam bar-a causequeuce of large supplias.
Thora bas beau a couitiîiued deniauds for
black-dyed skins et stiparior quality. as it lé
axpected to bc in good reqîlesit again iiext
autuan. Ssveral parcals (J Russ-un squirrel
beliy wpiî~,eccîatly dark sortii, bava beaui
taken for iglaiid ait muoderatoa prices. Rair
squirrals have isad a slow sala, Squirral
tails ara ln guod requesut nd twisited taxIs are
solling very slowlty. Boa3sel1 slowly."

llistory of the Hlorse 8lioo
Hloms slioaiig" dates tramt the davalopmaut

oft tseChriitiau ara. Tisa ariîest fi istorias
ira have ot tha iise otf liorses dates; back, pro-
bably 1600 or 1700 bet.,ra Christ. lu tise irsit
cra of civilization the isorsa travailed wi th the
Nomnad Iuvader-s over E.sropa, rcachîig tisa
nortisera parts of Danmark nut thau liet
western Europe; bot dcei ta, histsurical tîmes
tisa hersa iras probmbly aiîiy usad iri P.guiarhy
anli saturnlly haum sliuein-, ias hardiy need-
cd. Thoa firsit represeintat.îen %ve bava of a
hersa la histox clen tintas was about 2.000
years betoro Christ. Sîmultaisisy, among
tise monxumants et Nineveis and Biabylon, ivo
hava ropresentatieus e! tise hersa, se distinct
tisat they show tha truc Asînie race, Fo llai-
ing tisat ara repre-eutatioas of tisa harse in
Greak art, and in (Gr&aiau sculpture. Ater
(Jreak art had bag-un ta affect ItiIau art, ire
flîîd represontations o! tae hersa soa distinut
tsait aven thea ortnamonts et the bits, wtth the
reins andi caparisens appear. Yat thora is ne
rapresatation et shoos on a herse up te ithiat
timne. Atterward.s, in Xenoi,haun's accouiit,
which lias already boaîi rcftrred to, and lu
all the aceouitts daim ta tisa ima et Miitisi-
dates the (4reat, %visera ha speaks ot tise
cavalry beîng stopped on acouait of the
herses fooit boitig sore, re isavu ne ropresenta-
tien ivmatavor of tha situeofe tisa herse.

It is net until about tise second century
tisait ire litd traces ot the sbeeiiig et the ar ea
in certin she mrbieih ara mav i te amnuscun
at Mayence, Gernîaiy, irbicis Pvidonty3 wrr
nusiy uscd as a proi ect iou ta foot irnich lhad
hecomo sone-tire shees, anaet ofthom a liat
plate ivith, a matai cap comuing te the front
part ot ithe hoaf, and sons o! rinîgs ta fastea it
tu the pastera, tise otiser a sht consistiîîg et
a cup iritis tour sots et rnugs witis which aise
te fasten it te tise pasten. Such situes un-
deubtedly cotuld net bave beea usod at ail fer
any purpoeo boyond. tlat et p)rot&octitig a sue
.oot. About thse fifth ettuty, in Reine, -wu
lied herse sisues which began tu approximate
ta thiaso uscd ta-day. M'tr. Rusait rotarred
n vvhilo aige tu tis si haviîîg bee» develeped
ini northara countrues, mi hare cauîking %vas re-
quired on accouait ot tisa ice. The traces et
thse carliesit bae-se shîaes bave bc tound show
evideatly tuait they daveloped ameîîg tisa
11uns, and ln tue norithîcru part ot Franco
among tise Norînaus, in tho îioigisborhood of
the fifti century. A feiv cenîturies tatar,
about tise teutis century, sit tise timeof the
the early crusades-frmes Wt91 on tu 1200(-tht,
hurse situe had beu daveioped ta a fargrkaiter
sente of perfectica ammd thse use ot caulks cante
ii. Tisa shoos et tise first century wcre hold
on iib tire nuils. samatîne with tour naits.

In tisa tenth, eleveutis and twolfts cntur-
les shocs irerc found vits toen and sonieuimes
with six nails, 'tits caulks at tise hauts and
toas. At an canlier pcnied shocs irere totiud
among the Huas, duriîig tiseir miîgratioiiS,
and tsoy wec in goncral use aiaang thse Nor-
nians, and in tisa northern pan t Spain and
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in ItAily. In the noigliborhaodý of the fiitaonth
ceîîtury tha shoo hui reachad alînost tt'. par-
faction of tho ordiuary berse shoa of to-day.
Amozig the crusadars from Italy Ive find a
horsû qshoo with four nus, avenly mtade.
Sineà that tinta thora haq bilan little change
except ia certain, modifications iu spacial
parts of tha shoo.-Di. R. S. Iluidakopar ba-
fore the New York Farmers'Club.

Silver.
'I'ere is very little lita iii the .4ilvar inar-

list at presont. Q .otations have varied
tractionally thii weck, but tha tenu may ha
doscribed as strang. Silver ;îricoi; ou Fob. 7

wera:- Landan SOÀd ; Nawv York 67ge.

aiid write, anîid conmfort andi
Iuxîîry in the B~uffet Smok-
ing- Library Coachi on
-North -MWestern Limited"

via "The Noî th - W'esterni
Lille " eavinig Miinneapolis
ever-y nigflit 7 30, St. Paul
8.10 arriving, Milivaukee
7.50 a. in. Chiicago 9.:30
ajn. This Coacli lias been
truly termied "a club room
on whieels " and besides
liaviiig a Iibrary of. the best
standard bookis, anîd ail
the Iatest periodicals, Ilas
e(luipment for serving-
lighit refreshîineuits. Your
I ome agent wvi11 seil you
tickets via tIlii first cliss
life. For furthier iinforma-
tion and Illustrated Folder,
Free, plea e address T. W.
Tea.sdale, General Passeîî-
ger Agent, St. [>aul.


