504

THE COMMERCIAIL.

Fur Trade Matters.

The Leipzig correspondent of the Now York
I'ur Frade Review wring on January 11 says.
**‘I'he usual number of visiturs from Qerman
and Austrian citios attendod the New Year
fair with a geucral domaud for furs, One
articlo—nutria—was missed by thom, as it
has been imperted during the past winter
only in small quantities, trappors in Syuth
Amerien reporting the catch extremoly light.
The few skins on hand, together with those
which had beon repurchased from abroad,
were quicklv suld at advauced values. Opio-
ious regarding the future of American furs
are diverso hero, sumeo fur merchauts believ-
ing that all articles excepting musquash will
decline, aud that skunk will be very cheap.
Other fur merchants, a smaller number, state
that all Awmerican articles, skunk excepted,
will bo dearer. Of course, one or the other
must be nearly right, but we are inclined to
belive that a great deal will depend upon tho
finaucial condition of the various buyers.
Many firms had heavy losses through bad
debts during the past year but as they could
stand thoe loss it is not improbable that they
will speculate tv a considerable oxtent in
order to retrieve their losses. Musquash has
suld fairly well, and stocks aresmall, and an
advance in prices is fully expected. Mink
and marten have had a smaller sale than in
gnod years  However, there are no stocks
anywhere, and it is thought that both articles
will hold their own. Raccoon was cheap
in 1S95 avd considering theo situation in
general. wo thing this article will do better
1n the spring. as the different dyed produc-
tious have met with a regular demaud.
There are no views for better prices for
American ojossum, a3 dyed skiusg are no
longer in extended use.  There is no appar-
ent reason for higer prices for bear, aud
meoderate values are expected.  As beaver
will be uscd to produce a number of articles
heretofore made of nutria, lower prices need
not ba Jovked for. Owing to the troubloin
the Orient, prospects canuot be regarded as
zood for red fux. (iray fux is st presentin
very little demand on tho continent. Lyux
suflers fur the reason affecting red fox, aud
though prices are very low new customersare
not found and the article has not proved a
success, even when dyed in the new shades,
the only demand and that a limited one, be-
ing for black-dyed skins.  Otter has been in
good demand—the dark skins for men’s coat
collars and the palo skins for plucking. Luw
prices are not expected.  Bluo fox is neglect-
ed. Wlf for rugs is only in limited demand.
Australian opposum sells only in consequenco
of the present very low prices. ‘but ounly
small quauntitics are in demand. Tho samo is
true regarding wallaby aud wombat. Japau-
ese fox ~ell: well as herowfore, especially blue
dyed skipvs. "There is the usual good demand
but no stock of real chinchilla. Bastard chin-
chillais in good request. In Russian fus
astrachan receives a good deal of attention.
Prices of raw skirs in Russiz have declined
considerably, and naturally Leipzig holders
of dyed skius are not eager to sell. Itis
thought that at tho present prices tho articlo
will again be ‘taken for America. Persian
met with a fair demand until the begining of
December, but has been rather quiet since
that date. Some small lots of old skins wero
recently sold at the low prices gencrally pro-
vailing at the ond of tho year, but freshskins
will be dear if purchases becomo general.
Raw skins in Raseiv are 1n small quantity,
and held at high prices.  Prices for broad-
tails are <« mewhat casier than last year, and
sales hmited 1n quantity.  Somo important
transactions have rocently been noted in
white hares, French. English and German
firms being the buyers, a good proportion of
the skins being taken for brown dycing.
Superior grades woro prefured and pnces
wero firmer than before. White fox have

sold only to a limitod oxtent and prices are
lower than they wore one year ago. Ermino
sells more slowly than during the past season,
but we regard 1t as o favorable condition that
prices are not as hgh as formerly.  Sable of
medium grade has been purchased here for
France aud other countries. Slightly dyed
sable,prepared by Russian sable artists, makes
a good article fur French and German use.
Thibet has Ybeen a little cheaper sinco thefirst
of Decomber—a consequenco of large supphes.
Thero bas been & continued demand for
black-dyed skius of superior quality. asit is
expected to be in good reguest again next
autumn. Sasveral parcels ¢f Russ1an squirrel
belly linings, especrally dark sorts, have been
taken for Eugland at moderate prices., Raw
squirrels have had a slow sale, Squirrel
tails aro in guud request and twisted tails are
selling vory slowly. DBoas sell slowly.”

History (;f fﬁa Horse Shos

Horso shoeing dates from the development
of the Christian era. The earliest histories
wo have of the use of horses dates back, pro-
bably 1600 or 1700 bef.re Christ. In the first
era of civilizatiun the horse travelled with the
Nomad Iunvaders over Europe, reaching the
porthern parts of Denmark and then into
western Europe; bat down to historical times
the horse was probably only used iriegularly
aud paturally horse sheeing was hardiy need-
ed. The first representation we have of a
horse in historical times was about 200
years before Christ. Simultaneocusly, among
the monuments of Nineveh and Babylon, wo
havoe representations of the horse, so distinct
that thoy show the true Asiatic race. Follow-
ing that, are repro-entations of the horse in
Greek art, and in Grecian sculpture.  After
Greok art had begun to affect Itaban art, wo
find representations of the horse so distinct
that oven the ornameuts of the bits, with the
reinsand caparisons appear. Yet there is no
representation of shoes on a horse up to that
timo. Afterwards, in Nenophon's account,
which has already been referred to, andin
all tho accounts down to the time of Mithn-
dates the (ireat, where he speaks of the
cavalry bewng stupped on account of thoe
horses feot being sore, wo have no representa-
tion whatever of the shoe of the horse.

It isnov until about the second century
that wo find traces of tho shoecing of the hor-e
in certain shoes which are now tu the museum
at Mayence, Germany, which evidently wero
only used &8s & protection to feet which had
becomo sore—two shoes, one of thom a flat
plate with & matel cap coming to the front
part of tho hoof, and sets of rings to fasten it
to the pastern, the othor a shce consisting of
8 cup with four sets of rings with which also
to fasten it to the pastern. Such shoes un-
doubtedly could not have been used at all for
any purpose beyond that of protecting a soro
Zoot. About the fifth century, in Kome, wo
find horso shues which began to approximate
to thoso used to-day. Mr. Russil referred
a while ago to theshue having been developed
in northern countrics, where caulking was re-
quired on account of the ice.  The traces of
tho earliest horse shoes have beeu found show
evidently that they developed among the
Huns, and in the northern part of France
among the Normaus, in tho neighborhood of
the filth contury. A few conturios later,
about the tenth century, at the time of the
tho early crusades—from 191 on to 1200—the
hourse shos had been deveioped to a fargroater
stato of perfecticn aud the use of caulks camo
in. Tho shoes of tho first contury were held
on with two natls, sometunes with four nals.

In the tenth, cleventh and twelith centar
ios shoos were found with ton and somoumes
with six nails, with caulks at the heels and
toes. At an carlier period shoes were found
among tho Huns, during therr migrations,
and they were in goneral use among the Nor-
mans, and in the northern part of Spaio and

in Italy. Inthe neighborhool of the fifteenth
contury tho shoo had reached alinost the per-
foction of the ordinary horse shoo of to-day.
Among the crusaders from Italy w~o finda
horse shoe with four nails, ovenly made.
Sinco that timo thero has been jittle chavge
except in certain modifications in special
parts of the shoe.—Dt. R, S, Huidekoper Je-
fore tho New York Farmers'Club,

Silver.

There is very little lifo in the silver mar-
kot at present. Q.otations have varied
fractionally this week, but the tone may bo
described as strong.  Silver prices on Feb. 7
wero: London 804d; New York 67§c.

SHOKE, READ

and write, amid comfort and
luxury in the Buffet Smok-
ing Library Coach on
“ North-Western Limited”
via “The Noith- Western
Line” leaving Minneapolis
every night v 30, St. Paul

8.10 arriving Milwaukee
7.50 a.m. Chicago 9.30
am. This Coach has been

truly termed “a club room
on wheels” and Desides
having a library of.the best
standard  books, and all
the latest periodicals, hes

equipment for serving
light refreshmeuts. Your

Ilome agent will sell you
tickets via this first class
line. For further informa-
tion and Illustrated Folder,
Tree, plea e address T, W,
Teasdale, General DPassen-
ger Agent, St. Paul.

WISGONSIN CENTRAL

LINES.

LATEST TIDME CARD.

Dajly Through Trains.

12.45 pro' 3.28 pm'Ly Minneapolis. Ar] 840aw| ¢ Vp
1.5 pm| 715 pmilv. St Paul Ar| B0Oam| 80 pm

4.05 pajly.  Duoluth  Ariili0am

7215 pmLy. Ashhnd Ar| S15am

716 am 10,05 am Ar. Chicago  Lv.]| 6.00 pm:i12.40 pm

Tickets sold and baggage chocked through to all
points tn the United Statos and Canada,

Closo connoction mado in Chicago with all tralnspoing
East and South.

For full laformmation apply toyour ncarost tickes agere

or
JAS. C. POND,
Gen. Pass. Agt. Wilwaukoo, W1




