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COMMERCIAL.
Bues generally continue la inîlîrove, but the improvenient fn nt a

very plow- rate, and toveral l ias ara in boiter toits. Tite counîtry rad ara,
no'aer, a rtioe, in a very bnd etate. Advaîicing spring britîgs fle front

eut of tue greîind and rendors niany of tlic ronde au îiiry an Lu ho pmacti-
cèlly inillaseabie for beavy tennis fully Iended. Titbe gonas and, dryitig
influence ai flie suri will, douiepe, toenîedy tbin befame long, aud trade lurit
f5 flow sttiigglieg to froc itself (rani the etate ai inerti-t furce1 tupn it by
tho cliîlîlng snd uncoriia winter Ilirougli whicli, î lisa isedill very eaens
wako til ta fuill vigor and volume. M o feel sale in predicing n large and
profitable spîriDg business in cîmnoat &Il lines ai traffio.

Soutie Il etatistical follow"i bas an oponing for doing aubstantial gaod ta
trado gecraliy by sceriaining sud infanuuing lte ptublic hoiv :any mou
wiia are doing busines iii tbcr awn mniaes and ostonsibly for titeir own
benefit ara in reality îvarking fur aLterp, boing only parmitted ta ha thora
by the gmaca oi the houBes ,vhicc elo the tisk of futnishiug theam viith
good@. Thtis wouid be a legitimato flold for enquiry by the IlContmîercial
Agoncien." Thora ara mauy cases wherein a rotailer wlio cannaI produce
suifliciont creoetials t @curs credit froua oue bous dav obtaiu il froit
suotiier. One reasort ion tbis différence frequontly le that lia former bouts
lias A good, soumd cuetomuer iu tho place iwere te uiew man propîoses stant-
iutg wha doos ail tlie business that eau bo doue tItane. Thoe Idttor bousu
(the amie titat grauta tho credit) lias nia custotieor iu that place, but desires te
euliplaut or cn t dowu thu tredu of ils rival. The terling ai a now mnîs
utteans ta flie supl13irg fmri a new cu8tomer and the injury uf a rival. Of
course in tbe beginning profite are nat expectod ta amuount tu much iu suait a
culpoin, the sala obicct o! whichi-sa fer as tho surpliers are concernod
-fa ta dieplace somohody who doces mot huy from thamt. The o 00 n in
weil watchod hy bis patron ta proeant bis gaing boyand his tether. lie is
praotically ouly daing business for tho hanedit ai the bous which bias talion
bini up. Hae lias the auxiely, rcsponsibility aud cate ai ruuuing a business,
but in mine cases aut of ten bsrely mealies as eanuch se-certanly flot more
than ho would-if hat bas warked for a stipulated salary. M8s patrons mny
lot him run for a faw yeare, as circumatances may deoomina, but wbou they
conclude ta run Iiim no langer ho is cast aside liko s squeezed oranga. Tbis
is s comman deviceasmanig wholesalers for geiting slieed ai tîteir rivais who
bave a gond ciastomer samowlîere ta wham il is impo3sible, for thai Wa salI
anytbing. The takiog up ai a man wbo bas no titis te indepeudence, but
wbo is delighted avith tho confidence thue placed in hint, will uaually dtamage
tha trada o! te uany who woro estahiished befora bita, but il, ia seldom that
tho dupa who bas filled lte branch fluds lîimseli wesltiir by the transaction.

Dity Gooi»s.-Trada Iu gonerai shows no change sinces aur last repart.
Tho spring millinery openinga bave attracted a good mauy custamens fram
the country,snd theso bave uîaturslly paid vis-ita ta the dry gooda bouses whila
tbey wera in town, tio that, ou the wbole, tho volume ai translactions bas beau
quito satisfactory. Prices gonorally ara firm and the succeas ai ihe formation
ai a colared cotton combina will, douhilers, tend ta still furtbor advaucea,
althougli these wfill prohably ho rude gradually. As tho combine bas paid
higb prîcea fur eomeofa tho factaries-in îwa cases more tban the ceai o!
erection-bhey mauât incraue prices if ihey are to realiz-3 any profits. Tho
introduction oi Amerisan capital-a wealthy capitaliat fram Boston sud
anothor fromt Providence having gons imb il-forme a naw feature in the
cotton goods combine. Iu the previaus combines the capital bas ail beeu
Canadian. The Montreal T,-ade Bulleffin ramnarks :-11 Raw acotion w&s
nover knawn ta ha as cbeap as it is to-day, sales ai about 10,000 bales bey-
ing been rccenîly mnade fcr Can&diaa aceount, nomse af it costiog les8 than
7c. per lb. TItane bas also beeu a good deal ai specula- ion in raw cotion by
Canadians wiih varyiug results, soma wbo boogbt in New York, after the
final sharp drop, iu oxpectition ofai epeedy rally, having dropped causider-
able sume, wbile aibers; wba woe persistant short sellers ralizad a baud-
soae profit eut ai it. Tho followiug ia an extraci froua a latter ta a gentle-
man in tbis city front a iIl-known Ncwv York brokor :-« Your friend

-, I bear, is bas despondeu aiuces ha bas beau on the short aide ai tho
den), altbough ho cannai have recouped bis tiret reverse on the opposite
aide. Tel hlm, hovever, tu ha careful, -3s il senes ta me tho shorts are on
the edge ai e dangerous precipice, sud ha 1fa in the bauds o a sman wlîo fa
% most absurd boîir.' Now that raw cotton is hoing hought ai sncb pben2oM-
onally kow prices, surely aur manufactorera enu afford ta makte a correspond-
ing reduciion in the manufaciured articli. Unise tho mille reduca thoin
prices aaerially, it wili not argue wall for ltae National Palicy."

IRN; HÂARDWARtE AND MrrÂLs.-Notbiog bas transpired loeally in pîg
iran ta causa any alieration, sud business bas uat exicuded beyond a few
iobbing sales. WVith regard ta epring importations, however, tha coal sirikea
in the United Kiuigdom are clusiog soma uneasinoss as ta the future, snd it
ls noticeable t bat warranta are ehowiugaen advaucing tendeucy lately, iu con-
tradistinction ta their previaus beavy feeling. The muost recent quatatian ie
4ls. 43. ana lhey baveasdva:iced about Id. per day ainces the incaption o!
the troubles. Buycrs hers, bowavor, do mlot show mucb change lu their dis-
position sud the only apparent difference, coneisis lu tha fact that sellers o»ý
the other aide are uncertafu how ta nct. Tho .4.xericau iran markets ana lu
a heavy, uneebtied condition. Bar irun romaine uuchangcd. Iu gouteral
hardware tho bouses repart a fair trade dofog, while mail larm jobbîug seadtly
on the regular standard bais. Tin and terne plates are dull and easy.
Thome le no now festure in any of the nietals-copper, lin sud sntimony
boiug se îey were.

BREÂnSTUIFat.-The local flour market reteins ite; quiet feeling, sud spot
business is aisa amall jobhfng kiud -ual conduciva te aoy change. Values
mule about tbe saine. Tho ieed market is quiet sud uncbangod. Bran and
shorts are moviug in a johbiug way. Oatmaal iules dull sud hcsvy nder
a a10w deniand. Qats ara mavfog in e amaîl way et aeedy prices. Iu

Chicago and Now York the genomal feeling hais beau bulili, but any advance
won ieu911t nt caaloi)0 by lits beara of bath alitioa. Tito volume af trcido
lias boon large sud flic fIeliuig excoodingly riorvotip, tlîough tis fluctuîationh
have nat beau vwlde. ]luerbohnî' cftble reports wlîeat a turn doamer and
corn nil, thotigu bail> arc iînproviog. At Liverpool spot wlient liam boon
slow nt the advanco. Cori alotidy with a l'air dnîinaxîd. Paîris is reportad
very atrong owiug ta cela vwoatlîr. Laondon and Banjou uuchangcd.

l'noyi8toNi3.-Thae Incal demnand fur pork continues very enili, ind
holdes would, no daubt nînko concessions to ioîdo butiiiî.es. rho feel-
ing is dcldedly woik andu quoitione nre tinelanged sinîî>Iy bSoo.ise 1ia
business is doing. lu Chic3go provisiaiie wcro stranger in tha firsi part of
the weok lit sympatîy- witlî a bettar miarket for the raw maternl, but Inter
ou iL was roponted on tlic authority of tho Cincinnati Priés Current th-1t,
owlog ta, tha botter condiltion of hage, tlic packi-ng of flhc country, %waiglit
for weigbt, wvouid ho practïoilly tha saine ne lst year. Tis causod hoavy
sùlling by packors and speculatoreand prices deoliod stiarply. May park
deolinaid about 20 points.

Burrtit dace mot looally oxhibit any nîntorial change. Da.iry fa stoady
and a littho jabbing business in daing. A. Landon latter saya :-1" Tho auto-
nuer-like wvoather of lasi week, wlîiah iînparteid a degrce of duiliuse ta the
butter trado, lias beau aucoeied this week by tue bitferont spoli wu hava oa
titis wlnter, the therniottictr boing rarely nmoro titan twa or throa dogroe
avovo z-ire, and murs f requotiy bolew, lin soa parts af the cauntry ne mnuch
ux8 9 0. Trade lias aonsGouîîiontly beeu ruuch limier, sud the loaos rceutly
fait hava beau ta saine extent recovcred. Ausiralian, still tu bo had bolow
19J0j., hias gonerally a.lvauced ta theo more moderato of aid figures, and sus
fairly woll up ta 1l16s., ocsioutlly 118j., whIite French, Danisb sud Dutch
have gao up a trille. Ainanican aud C,înadi in, which bave boon moving off'
frcoly recontly, sud hava gui inta narrow compast bora, hava beau prejudi-
cially alfected by tho laîv currenciea of Australiau aud Naw Zinland, but
soei olawly naw et 06s. ta 983. hao and iii Liverpool, wvhiIa iii Bristol, Cana-
diau croamoicie, owiug ta scatoity, romm#Ànd good attention at 120a to 12is.,
lowar grade down te 10Oa., ivhilo finet States cramory thora fetohea but
I lOs. ta l2e. lu tho North, Irish sud American butters are hardly quotable,
being in very suami canipasa.11

CiEss.-The i3 nathing now to relate conceoing the local situition,
in choane. Sains of tîta rosorvés holàl ovor in itis province from the ]est
eamer aud winter mekes are beiog shippad but the quietities au band are
nov believad ta ho much sunaller then it ws at one tirao thaugbt tbey wero.
The conaunîptivo dem iud continues ta ba vary amaîl aud is fully met by
supplies that graduslly coae forward so thât price are weil maiutaiued. A
correspondent in L'undon writoa: -"l Little Aiuoricin and Canadian chees,
cmparatively, romain hors, and pricas are about steady aI 59a. te 60j., wîth
sellera fi at the latter. Ifocible adviens are correct, and they are flot always
sa, thora will nat ho any cheese froin your side bers at ail iu anther twa
tuoutbs, and prices current ta huyeora' engerneas wauld seoai ta indicita that
tbis is bow they loak at it. But wa bave hoard of ecarclîy and ' stocke a%-
haustod' s0 offert, ta ba fallawed by continuai shipmente aud fis ailes, that
wa hardly taka ail wa ber in ibis direction as gospel. However, ihinga
cerlainly lok hsaiîhy, and a firm close ta th a sesau je inovitablo."

Eaus.-Receipt8 in Ibis market of eggs ara becoming larger sud, thougb
the demand is quita activa, price ara dealiniug. Good frosbly-laid eggs
are naw quoted in jobbiDg lots at Ihe. ta 17c. A Montreal rapart says :
IlThe market fa decidedly casier, ivitia sales af round lots of limed et 13c.
aud single cases at 13jc. to 14e. Tho offering of diamsged stock before
roferred ta is stili hurîîng trade sud etapping sales. Oe lot wos offéred st 9e.,
but as it ivas etd ta ba hall cooked t wvas rufused. As rcg ,rds fresh eggs,
ana dealer 8atîd that ho oxpected a car of American et tha hoginning of the
weok, but il bas flot arrived yet. St. Lquis eggs weia offlered firus lhera
yesterday at Ibe., which would cent 17c. laid down haro. Canadian fresh
bava sold at 20e." A Londan latter writer saya :-"1 Eggs ara quiater
throughout the couutry canacquant an inecased arrivais, sud xny advices
froua Glaggow, Liverpool, Manchester, etc., are ail ta tlie efYct that lowor
prices ara un sight, and in sema cases bava lied ta bo concoded. In Landau
0untinontale bave droppcd 6d. ta la. par 120, sud iu Liverpool Irish bave
droppod la., but at HIll thora lias beau mare inquiry fur ogga bath frcsb
and pîckled, sud the slaugbtaring pricos pravaient tan days ngo ara flot
thought af for a moment naw, for foreigners, thougb English, ara mare
plentiful and choapor. lu Liverpool Canadiens ara still eelling, but few,
and et recont low values."

APPLES.-Tha reserva stock of apples in this rrovince for sbipmont is
naw praîty well dràined out, aud mnt o! what romain ara small aud af in-
ferior quality, sa that the soason may bo regardcd as cinsed E0 fer as Canada
is concarnied. A Loudon cirrespoudent reparti :--", No arrivais of apples
ino Landau Ibis week, but sales af stock vary 8atisfiactary et îwa ta îhrec
shillings aboa rates curreot ibis fimes lest year, notwithstanding tha large
importe. Iu Livarpool a firm trado is being put througb, and in tha North
aIl ianded sali weii at enlianced ratesa. Stocks ara ovidently getting lowv on
your aida, and a 8trong close ta tha seasan in proity well aEsured. 1 bava
beau souudiog the trada bero an tho Australian projtct, sud ilboy look an it
as e apecies of mental aberration on the part o! the promulgator. Firstly,
tbay bardly credit il, sud one largo importer say ha doubta the wisdam of
the sohamo if truc. No one in the bradas haro knaws anytbing about il,
while the Govarmemnt agents are aIea uninfonxuod; no flint it is probable
tha suggestion je only- a wild oua thrown eut becauso of the succéss ai tha
Dominion arparimant. If truc, the trada haro tbink it will ba a failure.
One merchant bors aya -'It would ha prudent, if oucb steps wora con-
teuaplated ta try firat with picklod gonds. Freh goode would cortaiuly
doieriorate much in quaiity, becausa thora is not ouly the lcngth of the
Îaurney, but the praviaus colection, pecking, etc., whicb would taka uiuch
lima.' 1,


