
SOME QUJACKS.
esting fromn some stanidpoints. Thereare books lilled with the exploits of
(luacks; but what I wanit to do here isto run a naturalist's pin through a fewsmnaller specimens of the hunibug fam-
ily, of the medical genus, 'whoni I have
known.

The commnon resort of quacks in thetimes of a generation or more ago wasThomnpsoniaiin. I have hearci thatThonipsoii's littie book, containing ailthe secrets of therapeutics, was sold fortwenty dollars, the buyer binding himselfflot to commhIuIlicate these inysteries to4wy other person. As the Thonipsoilians
used only vegetable remedies, and for themiost part simples, they were called ccrootcloctors ;" and f romn their use of "isteamisweats;," hy bneans of boiled Indian corn
packed about the patient, they got thesobriquet at the West of "corn doctors,"
but more comminonly of "lsteam doctors."1Any bold-faced ignoramius niight set upfor a steaim doctor: it was Giu Blas's Ilun--versaI dissolvent " corne back again ; forthere is nothiiig new evem in quackeryThe stcami loctors sneeringly dubbed theregular physicians "lcalomel doctors; "-aterm rendered appropriate by the exces-sive use of înercury fifty years ago: 1think it i 0. H. Snmith, iii his "Sketches,"who relates that a certain ignorant fellow,iii the interjor of Indiana, bought a book,and renioved to a new' settlenient, wherehe set up for a "lroot docto." A friendWho met hiun inquired after his success.le got on very well, lie said. HRe thought"lroot doctorin' a g00d deal botter thancalamus doctorin'. lie'd had a case theother day of. a sick old woman, and hiethought he'd just try the calamus doctor'splan, so lie dug tmp sone calamus and &iveit to lier, and she died,"

A blackswith in one of tlie river coun-ties of Indiana set up for a Ilbotanicpliysician," and wlien I knew limx wasvery rich. -A steamboat pilot in tlie sanieoounty, witli no education at ail, renloved

to Brooklyn, and engaged very success--
fllY in cures by rubbing. He claimed tohave learned ail bis secrets by a revelation
made in a dream, and lie kept a sort Ofhopital, generally well filled with ricli
fools. Some of the theories whih the
root doctors came to hold were veryamusing. 1 know a minister of promi-nence in the West, Who was once a Ilstu-dent " or office boy for one of them. Hie
relates that the doctor sent him into the
Wvoods to get some of the inner bark of
the butternut tree.

"Tom,", said the doctom, as lie departed,ý
"IWant, you to scrape this bark dowi-1-ward. It is for a catîiartic. Dom't YOUIscrape it upward, or it will be an emetic.

And whatever you do, Thomas, don't youserape it both ways. If you do, nobody
on eartli can tell how it will act."

But these were srnall fry. Tlie rarest
sPecmiem of the quack that I have everkniown lived in an- important cit .y on theUpper Mississippi, and practised curing bYmesnlerismn lappily lie is dead flow>thougli I make no doubt tliat other quacks,
have taken bis Place. This Doctor X.had failed in a very remarkable way, asso(me men do, ini commercial business, andhad set up as a miesnleric doctor, tliough
I believe lie practised on an "lAs-you-
like-it " systemn. To the scientiflcally in-clined patient lie was a mesmerist, to thepious hoe was a man Who cured by thepower of faith; and lie was accustonledto remark, with great austerity, that ifthe Protestant Ministers of the city hadas mucli faitli as lie, they could work aswonderful cures as hie did-which, I be-lieve, Was the only strikingly true thinglie ever said. To spiritualists, again, lieWas a medium- Dis method of cure wasby tlie laying on, of hands. Hie stoodwith lis liands on the patient's liead fOrabout five minutes oach day. Ho notOnly cured, but lie diagnosticated thedisease in the SaMe way. For hlf tliesecret of success in quackery lies inl the


