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Janitary, 1887.

lie Cannet> hîave for-
gottein that titis is
our weddi ng.day,
andi whon, lie sees
mue, lie is sure te
know me."

If tender-hearteti
littie Motlier Sou-
lard liad only known,
as site atruggled
acrosa the Champ do
Mars, muttering
prayers fur M~arie
and her nepho w
%.)vide, her strprifgtb
r pest suroly hà a, vo

faieti her. Sloe wvas
s0 weak andi worn that ehe fairly staggered
across the Notre Dame and dlown Bonsecours
Street,; but lier strengtli reviveti andi lier hear>
grew liglit again, as sho s».w in the near distance
the famed Bonsecours Clîurcb, bearing on its lofty
roof the great statue of the Blossed V irgin, wvhich,
with armes outstrotched towarti the River St.
Lawrence, weleomes to port those whose busiùes
it ie to imperil their lives in deep waters.

Althougli the heur was late, soveral rirencli-
Canadian wiainen wore in the churcli, crouched iat
the feet of the marble statue of the Virgin, near
the gorgeous altar. As the churchidoor coniplain-
ingly opeueti andi disclosed the wet, weary figure of
littie Mothor Seulard, the worslîippers, withi that
Iack of curiosity se elînracteristie of French-Cana-
dian women when in cliurch, titi
net look up, nor evon appear to
notice ber as she crowded past theru,
andi aise knelt before the statue that
liat given sucli wontierful answers
to prayer. Devoutly she kisseti the
VTirgin's feet.

*One by one, the seekers zfter
liealth and happiness stole away,
and presently the Little Mother
was ail alone. Soon the only sounds
thst broke the intense silence were
her loudly 'vhispered supplicato-e
and tho alicking of lier prayer-beatis,
whiah waked weird echees iu the
great gaileries and organ loft,

Now it was Ovide, and anon
M rie; over and over again she poured eut lier
heart for thom. If the dear Mother wvould put it

-'into the hearts of the mnen wlio had sent Ovidle,
lier nepliew, f roim her-whom sho loved as a son
-te give him hie liberty! She w., vas sure ho

hvlnover forLred the note; it was cruel of themn te
have him kept in suai an unhappy, disgracefui
place. Even iî lie hat fallen, nîight they net
h-ave shown him mercy? IBotter than anyone alie
the Blesseti Virgin knew, that everyone needed
morcy more than justice!1- Thus site pleatiet, and
in the innocence of lier own simple mmid sie con-
doned the evil the loveti one bat clone.

As sic continued te pray, her religioue enthus-
*iasm increase?. until, at las%, raising lier boîved
head, and looking up into the immobile face,
carved ini pitying lines, she cried despairfuiiy:
IlPear Mother, bear rny prayers for thern bath !
This wp.s to bave been their wedding.day, anti
Marie is sufl'ering se. She cannot sleep or eat,
and tiey say lier sorrow may drive lier mati, anti
tint she wvill have te be taken to the bouse of the
imbecile. Poor, poor 'Ovide, that would surely
break is heart 1"

. Unablo any longer te control lier sorrow, site
sprang te her féet, anti clasping both ber arme
around the statue, pleaded in a voice which
started-a tliousar-4 ansîveringechoos: -1Moteiar of
ut. ail, hearken te me. 1 know of the miracles
thou hast wrouglit for those who hiavea denieti
themselves for thee, and i mate sacrifices andi don#c
ponance. Andi 1 will mako sacrifices and do pan.-
anco if thou wilt but restoro Ovide te me again
and gjç.o hoalth te Marie. I wiil go on n~ pilgrini-
iLge te the Twelve Stations of the Cross, and pray
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at <'naî of Lhiu; I wilI pray every itiglit for the
seuls ini Furgatory ; I wvill go ov'ery day ati colict
for Lie Little Sisters of the 1>oor. I--Mitop
Dieu, I wilI do ainytliiii2, anything, if tieou wiIb
nttly answer my prayeà's."

Tîtrougît ut-ter oxliauttion lier arma slippet
fecom the statue, at wltose feet site saîîk, sobbing
liko IL clîild.

0f a auddon lier tea.s coaseil, anti lier face
ligliteti up witlî lope-tho sermon thtat Fatîter
Batoit liati preaclîcti about faitit, Lte previeus
Salilatît, ad Iiaslicd across lier mîincti. Ho liat
taclared thaut te those who lixat faitît notliing wva-
impossible; failli coulti cause oveun itountainu te
lie roîîîovati-Clînist Itiniself liad dech.red se. IL
wan only througli titose whoi li great fiiiti titat
thie Virgin couiti perfortn mtigîity tîtinga.

Vivitily she recalicti liow the priast liat pointet
te the crutlies in te glass case near the altar,
anti bad toit tteum thtat tAîose wvho iati loft tlîem
forever lioliuîd, had been possasseti of faitît tîtat
notlîing couid tiaunt, anti se hiat brouglit te
blassing down.

The Il faitli thtat coulti romuove mountains!"
How Lte words rantg anti rang in, lier aars!1 Sooin
lier hîeart grew se liglît tîtat site coulti have
shouted for jey. "0 f course," she, uturmuret
with bearning eyes, "lif I do net believo site clin
do wlint I ask, liow can site ans'ver xuy prayers 1
How simple 1 have lieut, anti how dlean iL ail ie
te mie now. T do believe andt knov titat whlat 1
I have aîmked will be granted, anti that this vory
niglît Ovide wlvi ho restoreti te nie, anti 3arie's

mind be matie weil agaut. Again anti again, eut
of tie fulness of ber iteart, she kissed the marbie
feet, andt -ive thanks for the faith witiîin lier-
te faitît tint could reîneve inounitains!

Net for a moment titi sIte stop te t;iiiî what
liard requests site had mnate.

Fatigue anti wcariness now ne 2.onger beset lier,
anti in glati eagemness te se ber tear neplbew
again, ana M1arie, Motîter Soularti fairiy man eut
of the dimmyliglited churcli, brushing against the
shadowy pewe as site spet aiong tho narrov aisies.
Se bound up wvas site ini lier newvly-found f mii,
that, she scarcely noticeti, on reaching th~e street,
b3w ieavily te main was failing anti iow tierce
Lie sterni batl grown. Se boîsterous, indeci, wvas
the wvind on tîte hiepak, Champ de Miars thtat again
anti again site liad te hait for breati.

"«I cati imagine I sec tham," she tltougitt, as
site struggled on, Ilsitting in the parler wvxth De!
min. Row surpriseti Deimia nmust have been
wbcn ()vitie waiket in anti hîew Marie muet
have criati and kisseatim ln But tue miracle
will soon lie known te ail tic neiglibers, anti will
ho toit of in tie churcies, toe. Tlîey sitail La
marriet in Lte church by Falhier Benoit, liecauso

iwas titrough bis sermon thc miracle %vas brought
about. Ah, whîat a biesseti day tuis will always
ho te mal"~

As site turnedt he zerner of St. Dominique
,Qtree> anti saw han bouse, witb tic ycIieov glare
of the street-Ianilp stilI upon it, sho cauglit lier
oit, ipping black tiness in lier liants, drew
it in abova lier ankles, and began te, run, pain-
fuliy. Il2 f1o Dieu 1 At last, at last! " site
panteti.

Dolinia, wlîc had fallat aslecp iii lier chair,
sprittiîg, lastilY tu lier feet as the st.reet door watt
buret openi, and uttereti a startled ctry ou seeing
lier sistor standing: in tho doorway, looking wvith
daze$ nxpreatsioni around tho parler, the water
poaring in grat atreaine front lier dreas, wlticiî
site stili uncenscioutaly hld.

IWhero are thoy 7 WlVte are they, Dolîia?'t
sho agked, strutcliiiug ont lier lianci for support.
The heavy fatigue site imd borne scemedti LUcne
back te lier ail at once.

In lier surprise and haste te reacît the door, the
bent andi palsicti Dehinia lot the cruteli slip froin
lier biandi, and as silo foli lieavily after it, anti
andi iy struggling to regain lier fect again. sile
looked likoe soine distertet creaturco f fanuy.

Mihe sotiden, pitiful figure ini tho cloor, seemati
not ta have seau lier. IlOvidie 1 'vido 1 " site
cailet brokenly, staring arounci the reom.

At last IDolinia reachiet lier side. Very gantly
site drow lier into the lieuse anti closeti thte door.

"liHas Ovide nlot corne, then 1" site asked again,
as sito samik on tho crazy rocking-chiair.

Il Ovide coninig?" asketi lier sister, wvondcr-
ingly.

The blooti ruslhet back to the Little 'Motlîcr's
face, and site rose hastily. IlHow very foolish I
arn to-niglit," alie said, trying te be bravo. I
lid forgotton timat lie înay net have hiat time te
get hiore yet; but ho is cemiîîg, Delmiti, surely
cemîîîg. I have prayeti te tue Virgin, and the
miracle is sure te be parforîneti. I have the faith

nowDelma. lier poor eld face quivereti with
liope anti fear. Acroes lier besoin,
site muade the sign of the cross. I
dit net mu to doubt," site sait,
penitently.

Suddeniy catcliîg ber- sister by
the ami, site cried quickiy, "lHo,
i. nay lie liera, thouga, Delmia, at any
moment, anti we muet tell lier of
his coming before lie arrives, or th.e
sliock inay inake her worse. Ah!
but I lit forgotten. Site mnuet bce

1 quite wqli now, for 1 prayeti for lier,
' ý tee!1 But %ve inust go anti sce lier;

Ji ste lias been asleep wt loung.
The Little Mother speti across

the reoin lit the direction of the beti-
roem, holding above lier heati the flaring lauip,
Delmia hobbling, after lier.

As site eagorly cntered M.Narie's room, anti the
lig>lît feit acrees the lied, site utteret a cry of dcep
dis a.y. The bud liad net been disturbeti. The
horror on lier face deepenet b-4 sic saw a piece
of wedtiing veil, whiciî tic wintiow stiIl securoly
heiti, noiseiessly beatiiig against tho panes. Slow-
ly site turneti lier stricken face te thelside of tue
wvail, wvlero, MNarie's weddiiig clotites lîad hung,
coveret witlî a sheet; the fiîîery lînti gene, anti
the sheai. lay in a disortiereti heap on the fluor.
At lengtbh, endurance lind coule to, an end ; site
lîad sufferet se mucli, andi~X slîeck hiat been so
-, -Y great. The bandi tîat liaidthei larnp liegan
te shako as thougli it wero palsieti; site swayeti
tveakiy from, sitie te sido; titon tîtere was ti crash,
anti thoy wero ini darkness. As sie fell heavily
acrees tie lied, site uttereti a cry of anguisit tint
wvas pitiful te hear.

In tic biack-ness; Del.nia fcebiy gropet lier way
te lier sister's sida, anti tlirowviug lier simunken
arns about lier, trieti te win lier back te con-
sciousness liy chiidislîly calling lier eîîdearing
names

Whiie Delmia calicd te lier sister ln tîte dark.
noss, thie storun witliout continued te rage. It
liati shown ne tuercy te the hapiess leave-s, neithier
did it Jessen any of its malignity now as it toe
aioîîg the straiglit rond lcading te tho peuitreutiary
of St. Vincent de P'aul, aitd ovcronk te sadly lie-
pragglocl figure clati in bridal robes. The, ltcavy
rain'bac vwot hor through anti titroîgli, anti site

(Condd.1 on p~age !G).


