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THIS

more than seaply 10 rehearse the Jeading p;\ru:ru-
lars of the extended perod, while the nbdesa jns-
tory of the Charell e Jid not enter on at all —
Making, however, a selection from amony the
[ HE] of events prd'wnlml to oar view, we dwelt
with gieater proratarty on sveh as these: the
gifte conferred on the Apoutles o the day of Pen.
tecast ;3 the raped propagation of the Gospel, e e
lustrating its truth; the erases assiuned by Gihe
tion for the remarkable sueeess of the Gaspel s the
eauses and effeets of the vanous persecutions by
the Jews awd by the geanfes; the natare and
soce~ of the hereaes whiel afll eted the Chueh
in early umes—more espeenlv those of Auns
ant Peesging; the progress of Clreh power zad
of Papai e.aimag the e a0 progiess of Mohain.
inedanism ; the lustory of monasticism; the -
fluence of the crasades on the state of Enrope;
the canses of the dechine of literature, and the
progress of bathavis tn the duek awes; the wite
nesses for God dunng these dig% sges; and the
erreumstirices which led to the revival of letters
and the Latheias Retonmanon. My wish has
heen to go along with you in your enquiries into
these subjects, giving such himts ag tght be e’
ful, and directing to the proper somees of further
infornation,  In this elo ing addie-e we shall ad-
vert briefly 10 <o of the mote promument topres
that ovcupied ove mnvle, nnd sugwest a few
thousgdits of 1 pracueal characier for your guid-
auee in the prosecution of the study.*

Our attention has heen directed to those parts
of the history of the Chureh which furnish the
most complete gpecimens of Christiun evidence.
‘e fulfilment of propbe jes that went before,
prave incantestibly that Jesus of Nazareth is the
tene Mesanh, ‘The miracies of the Rédeemer
evince Hlis divine commission, # for no man coutd
do such miracies a3 He id, had not God been
with Him." “Fhe rapid suceees of a preached !
Gozpel in the hands of « few fi-liecrmen of Gnhlee, !
estublishes itz claim 10 be received as from God.
‘I'he striking contrst of what the men of Gulilee
really mud and did, with what from heir eduen- |
tion and nationality might have been expeeted of
them, Archbishop Sumner has anccessfully ad. ;
duced a3 a nuble chapier in the ficld of evidence, |
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aud that we have been permitted to surcey. The
divigions of the early Chureh we have seen with
regret, and yet with a feeling of conviction that |
the great Hemd designed therely 10 secure the |
purity and uncorrupted preservation of the sacred |
canon as the common property of all, and the sub- !
jret of appenl successively 10 each  In a word, |
the portion of Churell History which has bccn:
gonce over, is replete with illusirations of the chris- |
tian evidence, at once plain, palpable, and popu- ;
tar.  In the course of vour scriptural exhortatious .
a= catechiste, and in following out your mission-
ary eommistions at the firesides of your people,’
yon will fiud much in these sketches of history to |
enegest what will he mstructive to vonr own -
minds, and pleasinglv profitable ta theira,

The cavaes of ervar have been historieally ex-
hibited, and tzath has come forth to your view in !
its variegn'ed loveliress. We have seen in the
ewrly Gaosties and other dreamers, the tendency
of the hmnan mind to formto jt=oif new combina
tionz of images ; and comparing these with some
more novel specinena of tranzeendentalism, we
Rave scen that the progresa of error hias ever pro-
ceeded on the same seale, and been regulated by
the same lawy: if theme things can be termed laws
which resolve themselves eather into figments of
the fancy.  The pride of reazon, and the sad wan:
of inteliectual diffidence, have stood forth very
prominently hefore ns in the wilder theoties of the I
Tater Platonivs, and in the mote pernicious ten-
deacy of the Arian and of the Peiagian systems, |
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# [ receret that want of til;:e [;u: it out of my ;
power to go any leagth in the Monday'’s exposi.
tion of the Acts of the Apostles. One hourin
the fortnight was all that was allotted me for this i
purpose : and this T found usterly inadequate to
do justice i the sabject.
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‘T'he refusal of men to bow 1o the holy verdict of
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nepreation, amd the consequent wanderings of iu- |

tedoet n the ficids of aa wleal creation, have at
onee proved to us man’s ueed of divine teaching,
and his hability to err, fiom the sheer Jove of pi-
o aphiang for the sake of mental display or the
cranfication of 2 prywmg cariouty,  We
learned fn all this some salatary jeseons, which
yowng aud aerive minds must not disdam to ad-
tut. - A Boyle and 2 Newton may well teach you
the humiity that becomes a candid epquirer, and
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therrexample, e set belore you in yourprehnary
«tadies, contista amazinglv with the duinyg fights |

of minds wineh, amid growing datkness and su-
prrstition, sougtht to be wise shove what has been
wratten even by the finger of Jehovah.

Oar histovical narrative brought us into contuet
with the changes effected on the Chureh by the
aceegaion of Constaatine to the ranks of believers ;
the character of e eflorig and of his legislation ;
the msngled iwues of the complex system of civil
and ecelemnstienl aflinity 3 the cuuses which led
to the sl deteriorarion of the christian Chureh in

the fourth and fifih centurics; the deepening |

shades of darkness which wrapt in their embrace
the nations and the Churches of Evrope; the
traces of & wonderful Providence in subjungating to
the cause of incipicut civilisatton, the Crasades ;
the chivalry of the \West; the learning of the
East; the minatrelry of the bards, the Scalds, the
troubadours of the age ; the commercial republi-
canism of o Venice, n Piaa, and a Marseillies;
the formidable array of the Hanseatic league ; and
the clas:ic patronage of the family of e Medici.
‘Lhe concentiation of events in the course of one
century—the fall of Constantinople—the invention
of priming—the discovery of the mariners’s com-
puss—the access to India by the Cape of Good
Hope—and the addition of a_new world to the
range of geographicnl knowledge—could not fail
to arest attewtion, and to elicit recognizing ac-
knowledgients of the hand of the alnighty,
‘The gradual but rapid developments of the Pa-
pracy engaged our attention, and furnizhed a clue
for unravelling the turnings and the windings of
the mystery of iniquity.  Of Popery we discover-
ed plain traces in the airy formations of oriental-
fms the wild combinations of the cabbala ; the
monkish freaka of St. Anthony and Simon Sty-
litea; and the ever-shifting products and plans of
the self-rightecus spirit. o oue sense we found
Popery and Puseyism very ancient, for they scem
coeval with the era of degraded and defiled hu-
numity ; while, in another sense, we found them
very modern, when tried by the test of historical
analysis, The fourth Lateran Council in the
thirteenth century, has the inglorious distinction
of having given an impriatur to the monster
ligment of transubstantiation ; and the eighth and
ninth centuries beheld a Charlemagne and an Al
fred refusing 1o bend before the dagon of assum-
ed infallibility in the matter of imnge worship.
The vaunted claime of the Papal hicrarchy,
we saw shrinking mto an sbsolute nothingness in
the resistance to them by the city of Milan, for
two centuries after more distant adherents had
prostrated themiselves in hase subserviency; in
the flight of the Pope 10 Avignon, and the suc-
ceeding seventy yvears' capti vity 5 in the contestsof
France and Imperial Germany with the Pope,
and the consequent division of the infallibility,
firet into two and thereafier into three compart-
ments, each launching its thunders against the

others; in the varving phases which the tedious
contest zhoat “ investitures” assumed; and the
ever-shifiing policy of imperial and Papal inter-
1 ests, as the one or the other chanced to be in tlie
j ascendant.  “ These things hippened long ago,”

ray the modern apologists for Popery, foxuing

that infallibility cannot be measured by age, and
that an argument based on acknowledged and
invincible matters of facy, is stereotyped for all
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“We found ““ the woman"—the lamb’s bride~-
iminured in the wilderness =0 early 28 in the se-
ven:th century ; and meny witnesses Jor the
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truth passed in rapid review before ue. ‘The
Culdees—those high-crested aucestors of the Free
Chuieh of more modem days—the Paulicians, the
Alugenses, the Waldenses, those noble-mmded
contenders for ggpwre futh and a senptual wore
ship in times when all men seemed to be follow-
ingg after the beast; an Alfred, an Ansels, a
Berengariug, a Claud of 'Funn, a Huse, 2 Jerome
of Prague, & John Wicklifle, mmony the precursora
and mormmg-sturs of o comng 1eformation j—
these were the preols and illustrations afforded us
in evidence that God had aever left hunself with-
out a witniess to the heavenly energy of truth and
his own covenanted faithiulness,

Our desite has been to eacite in your minde a
taste for the studies of Church History, and to
nourizh it by @ selection of befitting instances.—
t belongs to yourselves to prosecate the enquiry,
and to fullow out the course which hus been indi-
cated, A few well chosen books taken with you
10 the scenes of yoursumuier lubors, will co-oper-
ate with your own recollectionsand reflexions to §ill
up the outline we have drawn. Such of you as
huve taken full notes of the lectures—and some
adwirable specimens of note-taking have come
before me—will find the correcting, the 1evising,
and the expanding of these, a most agrecable and
useful employment of a leisure hour. We mean
you not to be wmere chroniclers of occurrences ;
we mean you to methodise your materials, and to
form out of them a logical compend of ecclesinsti-
cal events,  Nor do we mean you to be sinmply
recorders or annalists ; we desite that you shall
judge for yourseives of every thing ; sifting evi-
dence in all questions of historical doubt ; tracing
events to their causes; and seeking to illustrate
divine truth by the progress of events and the
practical exhibitions of human character.

We live in an nge when ignorance is neither the
tother of devation nor the guardian of orthodoxy
in the fuith.  Every thing is in the process of un-
dergoing a most searching scrutiny ; and we desire
that the students of our seminary, shall not only
poescse minds filled with ideas, but that they shail
have these ideas extremely well arranged. ~ With
this view, clearness of apprehension we consider
as essentinl, together with accurate methodicsl
atrangement.  To catch at birds on the wing will
nut do ; and even sfier you have your
selves of things and not of shadows, the business
of synthetic arrangement is stilf to be gone through.
Read with the pencil or the pen, mark what may
appear worthy of a reperusal, and set up a land-
mark where an additional observation may require
10 be taken.  Condense your thoughts and reflec-
tions now and then in the shape of a thort histo-
rical eseay ; embodying the lineaments of some
matter of history—such as Julian’s rebuilding of
the temple, the revival of Sabianiem, the national
christianity of Anmnenia, the persecation of the
celebrated Athanasiue, the character of Eusebjus
a3 an historian, or the common accounts of Con-
stnutine’s vision, and his celcbrated * labarum.”
Such historical sketches will prove pleasing rclax-
ations from severer til, while they will add to the
sterling value of vour mental acquirements.

Let e recommend to vour setious atiention the
contrast which we have often had oceasion to no-
tice betwixt the nominal church of Godgand the
community of faithful ones. The hiztory of the
Chuich like the history of man has been 100 ofien
a history of crimesand corruption. A kuowledge
of the facts recorded in the writings of our ordinary
church historians is neceseary ta the student, gnd
particulnrly is he hoond to exarine the history of
literature and philosophy in their relations to reli~
gion and morals. But the pious mind will ofien
retreat from the hurry and the turmoil of homan
passions to the caim and tranquil abodes of the
christisn graces. It is in the examples of humble
piety here and there presented on the theatre of
events that we see the impress of heavenly wuth,
and are thus furnished with satisfactory and gor-
minant evidences of the reality of the Gospel.
Such examples as presented in the conduet of the
niinisters aud teachers of the church are specislly



