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-the spirit of Christ. This was
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BAP’l‘ISM

An F-aoy. llxv Anlbux* Pon-
or Wosmunner: °

%, And this brings us tothe
third chatacteristic of tho car-
Iy baptism,  “Baptisn” fsays
the English Bapsismal Servico
‘doth represent unto us our
Christian profession, which is
to follow Christ and to lLe
made like unto i Thisis
the cloment added to the bap.
tiam of John.  In the first two!
characteristies  of lhptlsuu
vwhich we have mentioned,wat. |
er as signifying cleanliness of
Lody and mind, and imwerston
as indicating the plunge intoa
new life, tho Baptism of John
and the Baptism of Clristaro
identical, Johu’s baptism, no
less thau christian Laptism,
“was tho laptism of_ purit), of
n‘gencntiou, “of remission of
-But Chrise. nddcd -yel
this further :.that the new at-
wosphore into which they rose
was to bo-tho atmospliere-of

expressed to the christians of
the firet centurics infwo wayx
First, when they came up l'mm
the waters, naked and- slmer-
ing, from the cold plungo into
tae bath or river, they were
‘wrapped around-in = white
vobe, and - that suggested ~(hio
thought that the recipients of
baptism put on~that is,.were
clotied, wrapped, enveloped in
—tho fine linen, whito and
clean, which is the-goodness
and righteousness of Christ,and
-of his sainfs, not by any: ficti:|.
tious transfer, but in deed and
in truth; Ilix character, Mis
gmec, 1lis merc),lll. truthful:
.ness, wert io-bo the clothing,
the uniform, tho badge, the ar-
monr of those who._ by this act{,
enrolled themselves in Hisser-
vice. And, ,sccondly, this was
what made Baptism cspecmll)
a“S: £ Ttis
now to speak of the Eucharist]
as“the sacrament.” But in'the
-carly uges it was rather baptism
sehich was the apeciat :Sacra.
taent (sacramentuta), the oath,
the pledge in which, as thesy”
dicrs enlisting in  the Romau
army swore a great cath of al-f .
legiance to the Koman Emper-
or, s0 ‘converls swore and
boznd themselves by a great
ovath and piddge to follow their
divine Master wherever he led
them. And this was further
imp{s«l upon them by the
name in which they were bap
tised, I was, il not always,
-yet wlu.nevcr we hear of jts
uso in the Acts of Uie Apostles
in .the name -of lhe “Lord
Jesus” i
Doabtless the more compre-
“hensive fons in which laptisin
is now everywhereadminister.
in the threefuld name of the
Father, tho Son, and the Holy
Spirit, scom supcmu!ul the
simpler form of thit in the
name of the Lord Jesus only.

thm whichhasendured lhmugh
all its changes.  And it fs {0
full accordance with the carly
reconls of ehristiaulty to dwell
onthess esscatlals as Aistinet
from its forms, Tt is not by
the water, much or little, but
by tha Spirit (as s expressed |}
by the Fourth Gospel), hat the
second bitth of man s weought
in the heart. It {3 not by the
putting way the natural filth of
the outward flesh, but (as Is
eapressed in tho First Epistle
of 8t. Puter) by the Juward ang.
wer of a gol conacience tow-
wards God, that Baptism can
over save anyone. 1t was not
Lytho 2 f baptizing, but by
proclainung the glad tidings of
the kingdom of God, that the
world way converted.  Jesus,
wo aro told. nover baptized,and
Paul thauked God that, with n
fow fusigniticant oxéeptions,he
baptizc\! unono of the Corinth-
ions..

13:-But there is the: turther
ins!mct!ous 10 bo derived from
a,nearer view of iho changes
through. which the forms
;nsscd.

1. Firat, there arc the ex-
traordinary -variations- which
have molutxomzed tha whole
mass of dogmatic -belief that
has congregated around’ the
ceretiony, Thero was abo the
belief 1 carly ages that it was
like a mogical clmrm, which
dcted cn the, persons who rc—
ceuc\l it, irithout any coment
ori ¢ither of ‘admini
tratoror reclpxcnt,ns in the ¢case
of chidren or actors pulnrm-
ing thoito with ifo serious in-
teation. There was also tho
belief thatit-wiped away all
aing, however long ther, hz\d
been nocumuhling,nndhowc\'cr
late it wasadminiitered. This
is illustratod by the delayolthe
baptisw of the first 'Christian
Emperor Constantine, who had
presided at the Council of
Nicea, preackedsin churches,
directed the whale religion of
the emnpire, and yet was all the
while unbaptized till the mori.
entof his dca'h, when in the
1ast hiours o( his mortal illnese,
the ceremony was performed by
Fuselius of Nicomedia. There
was also the belicf, now entire-,
Iy extinet, but in the thinland
fourth centurics aitnost as firme
Iy fixed as.tho corresponding
belief in regard to the Eachar-
Ist, that the waier wwas chang-
od into the blood of Christ,

There was the yet more
dreadful supertition that no
one could. be .saved .nluss he
had passed through baptism,
It was the effect of the div-
ine grace upon the soul, kut' of
the netusl wateripon the boily|
on which those ancient Bap-
tists built their” hopes of im-
mortality. Let but the person
of 2 human being be wrapt in
the purifying olement, and he
was rédccgntxlfxium(hn unclean.
nassof his bitth. The Yoy

$onis,

No huwan being sould pass

fnto the presetice of God heree
after unless he had passed
through the watersof baptism
here,  *Ahis¥ rayz  Vossius,
Yjsthe judgment of all anti-},
quity, that they parish cver-
Lastingly wha will not bo bap.
tized when they may”  From
this belief followed gradually,
but surely, the
dreadful conclusion that the
natural énd not only of all
enthers, 1 & 6f all the patn-
archis and ~ints of the OM
Testamant, werd) in perdite
fo. And, "~ ol all, the Pol-
agian cantr. uu) drew o st the
mournfel Qi J.nne, that infants
dymglvefon, baptisu, wasoxs
cluded tron: tha fuce of Hiwm
whose preece, -we aro told
solennly, “aheir angels-do al-
ways behold “—the  doctrine
when exprissed {as it was ex-
pressed) m its darkest form
that'therar _onsigned toever-
lazting fire, At-the elssa of
the fifth. eentuy this Lolief|
had become universal, chietly
thiough the means of August-
fre. ltwas the Ruming-pbint
of his context with Pelagios: 1t
was the dogma_ from which
nothing could induce. him to
part. Tt was this which he
eant by fbsisting on “the re-
wmission of: vrigiual sin-in-in.
fant baptism.” 1In his earlier
years he had doubtéd whether
possibiy, hie might not leave'it
an open fuestion; but ia his
full ngc;"God forbid;* said ho,
“that [ skould leavé the mattor
sc” Thoextremest case of 4
child dying beyond the.zcach
of baptism-is put to him, and
ho Jdecides against it.
* Iu the Fifth Counitl of Carths
age, the mitder vieir is ment:oned
of those who, reposing on- tho
gmlous prowisc, “Iii tny hﬂaer’a
houo are mavy mansions, ”xmt«l
thiat among {tioz0 many mwansion?
there might etill"be found, oven
for thovsc infunts who, by want of
Rapifsr, were shut out lmn the
Divine presence, tome |-.x¢e of
shelter,” That milder view, doubl-
lcu under Augmtmn intlaenco
was anatheauatized, lhpxuly,
this dark doctrine was never sanc-
tloned by the fomal creeds of the
church. On ﬂm. &8 on  every
other point connecltd with the
doctrinc of lbr!nm, they presers.
ala sxlence. whether by design,
nrdnﬂ'emnce, or :ocxdent, weknow
not  Butam ong thq mdlwdnal
Fathers frofathetimoof Aw.:m‘.mc
it seems frapesiible to llllp\ﬂ( the
Judgment” of the Sreat Euglisdh
athority on Eaptism; “!low hanl
howover this apinion may #ter, it
is the conttant cpimon of the
ancient,

1 am #2re;” gaye Bishop Hall,
and we shy his :om\r,,“u.n 20
barsh an pluion should be grac-
el with tho rame of a . Iather w0

THETONGUE.

The Baviour #id to the wiched
Jowg ¢ 01 gonerston of nipera
how can yo being ovil spark good
things for out of the abundines of
the heart:the mouth sjeaketh,
Tlence Ife. 1y, “By thy swords
thou shal: Lo Justified, agd hy
thy words thou #halt by condemns
od,  James says “The tongue fs
n little member and  Loasteth
grvat thivgs—Do says the tonguoe
i fivo—a world of fuiquityeit
defileth tho wholo body, It i set
on firo of b, Mo aaya wAl
hindsof binds, and even serponts
Bave been famed,: bat the tongue
06 man ean lanio it is an untuly
oyil full of deadly yobwn.* But
can the tongue be contiolled in
auy way! This samo Apostle
says ¥If any man offend not v
word the sawé fv o potfeet min
aml able also to- bridlo the wholo
lody.” How Is it the tongue h
thus represental by the Apostlo
Becauts Hof the abundunce of the
Acart the mouth -speaketin,” The |-
wisehief beging fn the hoarteit is
- conceived  thetc—the tougue s
mml) tho exponient of the con.

ceptions  of  -ths heart
whether: they:  be good
orevil, The Apostlo says agiin

“When Just -hath  concelved- it
bringeth fort ain and #in, when

Again It any. man among .jou’
geemcth to,Le rdigous and tndle
th not his lon;,m-, this man's re-
ligion fs vain®  And’ ngam"So
speak,, and sodo as* ¥y thasahial
be judged by the pesfeet law of
hlvmy " whereforo- tays hé “Le

ovezy wman bo wwilt to lntar. slor
to speak.” “l.d him ehow out of
a good concersation hia-works
aith meeknm sad- swiedow.

Peler ays, “ Wherefoto laging
avideo all malics ~and all gullo and
nll hypocml’n and ensies and all
ovil spoaking as new bom Tabes
desiro tho _sineero milk of “tho
word that y may grow thereby.”

Agalo, “For he that will live
long and ste good daye, .let him
refrain his tonguo from evil and
his lips that thoy speak no plxxlr.

Paul to the Rom. nays. of - _eot-
tata chss of shatactcrs, “Their
throat isan open eepulchre, with
their tongues théy havo used de-
it “Who" says David "ahll
abide in thy ‘Tabernaclesy who
shall dwell in thy holy. hill! He
that walketh upn"hlly and work.,

thetruth inhis heart, he.that
tackbiteth not. withjbis tongdas
Paul to the }.phemn: ays Ylet
all bitterness snd anger and clam.

ot and evil apeaking Lo put away
from you” And 10 Titus hosays
#Speak eril of no man,”

Lat us just here ask ourerlves
the question have. we beenleiré:
less Iu thiz rasitert Have we
besn - guilty  of* evil epeaking,
bnd:bmnz. ele. My brat her you
h:n'e not solearned Chmt.l’uuﬂ‘
thereforo the former c‘m\'v:mhon
—the old wan which Is ewrrupt
g to the deceitiul Taats,

3, ¢ divi hose sens
fenco yet let no.man plead by
halvea” Al who prolese to go
by the opin-: cof the anzients
and the teac<ng of Anymstine
must k v-r,ml to believe that

Atk ius throwing water in{j

But the carlicr ue points out jést over his playmates on the

elearly how, along with the al-
embracing love of the Univer-
sal }'allxu-, and theailpanctrat-
ing: presence of the Eternal
-,ymt, the historical, gracious
endearing fohm of the Founder
of our Faith was the fist and
le:\dmg thought that was plant-
edin the mmxl of the fint
Christians as they ross out of
the font of their first immer-
sion to enteron thelr new and
difficult conirse.
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seashore in tho name of the
Holy Trinity, performed ay it
was believed;a valid baplism;
theapostles in thesprayof tho
storm on the sea o3 Galilee, the
Penitent thief in the water that
rushed from the wound of the
Crucified {such were the wild
excesses to which some- vene
tared withont censure to carry
the doctrine), received the bap-
tism which had ¢lse been with-
held from them.  And this
“wathinz of waler” was now
deeraa b alwd Zelp nesweeary

{or 22l€s i

is tial to the effie
cacy of l.spum, lhat untaplited
fnfants muat be Jost fomrer, that
baptizdd infants must receive the
l-udnml. orto be lost T like
manner.  Fo: this, teo, strangeas
it nay seem, was yet 4 necessary
consequencs of the sama mater
hliring systea.  “He whoheld it
unpossible® {wo agaln wse the
words of Bidiop 1all), “for o
<l to Losaved unless the bap.
tisraal waler wers poured o his
face, held it nlsompota'bh for
the ware infant ualew the
ratrameninl el were resivol
[{EN S

Cogtprned.

wdbomxewnd in the “spiris of
your mm\! and* putting - on - the
new man wlnch tlter” God is
ereated in righteonsness and troe
Lolinets, also putting away lying
letevery man spesk truth with
his neighbor, and let no corrupt
conmnunication proceed ouf of
your wmouth, There ara sowe

it is finfshed bringoth forth death* | ;

cth. nghlmutm« and tpmketh .

ever after hia §a 1od (o lwk upon
bia fricud with suswcion, aud &
aoall thing lune the weale,
Fio romenbers the “Dut then,* aud
el the conyernation to some.
body else, aud s “the, palson
sproads, Thete 18 another clars
aud they are alasys “arey” tor
lomebaly aud -they say, softly,
“DI you hear thus aud. a3 about
Mise B3 fn't it a pitp* And
thus by o feignod sympathy In-
fuses the polion and away (¢ goes,
aud nolody knows iwhenco it
came and uobody 'but the devil
cantell whero it -will end—he
coutrives the swhelo husdness, and
sots unt firo this course of nature,
James aays, “t 18 set on fite of
hell.  Thowe who proless Clufes
ought tiot ta do thesa thinge”
“Yu haro not 89 beamned Clirist,!
et hina that stole,ateal 1o more,
'Once you walked in theeo things |+
when ye lived fu Christ,’ but now
saps the apastle-4ou put off all
these things'ethe %ol wan with
hit deeds” ‘Mortify, therefors
‘your -members which aro upon
earth! “Whatsoerver yo do fn
word or de¢d do alf fu the tame
of the Lonl Jeads Christ glving
tharks to God and the Father by
Him* “Lat your apesch bo sese.
oned with salt! says Paal, otln

may minitter good to ths herer
Tat the word of Clirist dwell fn
Fou nchl).' I the word of the
Lotd dwells in a wans heatt rich-
Iy ko will find no time for alan.

sgainat his neighbor—the will

that aro without! But theré is
another class—fetwer in number
than either of the former—and
pathaps veey few fu the Christian
Chareh.

“Thet do some  disreputable
thing, or say some slanderous
thing, and feating exposute, they
Ro themselvea and tell part of the
lmzh putting a enooiher faco on

o!her rwords; 5o, apeak that yel

der or “taking up a reproach)

walk dn wisdom, tonards them ).

thele blnk deeds hy keq»inx back
that part that would Injure them-
#ehves and the publis e decelvad,

They do nost ol the whoto
stath,"—and would not tell any
wnly italways requites somo truth
to coveq tha lis.  lut the time fa
coming  syr Chelst whon tho
thiuga that hiave been apcken In
datknexs shall bo heard 1 the
light, and that sehleh you have
poken fn tho ear fn elosets (or
whispered fn the dark) ehall b

{ dupon the honsetoy

*Words can bless liko the warm
glad sunshino

*And Lrighten a lonely life;

“They e cut In the stiife of
Mlsl‘?

“Like ancpsn twoedyeil knife,

* Keep a watcli on your \ron!s ey
brother

** For wonlsare wonderful things

*Thoy aro sweet Like —the - bees
“fresh honey

. Nut

“Tdko tho beas thoy have tentibly

dings
ThAen

B Keep them back 1f their cold
and cruel-

# Under Bar, Tack, snd Seal

* For tho wounda that they make
my brether

“ Are always alow to heal.”

H. Browx,
. Coltingwood - April -10th 1885,
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