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1 ystem of nature, and every partof it. The grad-
val developement of our ficullics, the gradual,
though slow progress of knowledge, bas cnabled
us o ~netrate into a few of the scerets of nature.
$3very discovery has paved the way to new oncs,
1 were the world to last millions of year:, we
€honld still discover more, and yet be obliged to
own that we have scarcely got one drop out ofan
reean,
will pass away, potwithstanding all its beauties and
verfections. It was created, we believe, for the
use of man during Lis mertal life, to afford Lima
~o:mfortable and happy cxistence.  But, sir, man
15 not created for this visible world alone; his body
was formed of clay, and his soul, his immortai coul,
1< the image of God, the breath of the most high:
“*And the Lord God breathed into his fuce the
breath of life, and man became a living soul.”’
Cen. ii. 7. 'Webclieve that the soul of man was
eteated for everlasting happiness, and that created
12 the image of God, we aro to rest forever in the
bosom of God.  With 8t. Augustine we exclaim,
‘thou hast madeus for thyself, O Lord, ‘and our
hearls are restless, until they rest in thee,”

We believe that, although created to the image
of God, we may defile in ourselves that image, and
thus remove ourselves from our original destination,
We believe that wo shall only then attain the ob-
icct of our destination, if we try to keep up in our-
selves that image undefiled, or in other words, if
we try to be and to become more and morosimilar
¢o our Creator: “be perfect (says our Saviour) as
also your heavealy Father is perfect.”” Matt. v. 48;
Ve believe then, that in order to become ripe for
IJcaven, we must try to keep oursclves pure and

«.ndefiled, show the most perfect obedience to our
<ieator, thoe most perfect submission of our heart

end understanding, practice  humility, chastity,
ustice, andabove ali, the most perfect charity;
that is, we must love God above all things, and our
eeighbour as ourselves.  The will of God must be
always the only rule of our conduct; we must love
what he loves, hate what he hates, and, with due

{ roportion, do as he does; consequently, we must:

- onsider sia as *he greatest of allevils, and be wil-
ling to sacrifice even life itself, rather than offend
wur Creator, by, a wilful transgression of his com-
anndments.  As Almiglty God is infinitely just,
1nfinitely good to all men, cven to the worst of
enen; so must we be strictly just and charitableto
il mea, cven to our  cnemies, without distinction
A believer or unbeliever, Clristian, or Jew, or
Mahometan® or Heatlien, &&c.  Inshort, sir, we
L:elicve, that inorder to hecomeSaints in Heaven,
wic mustlead a Loly Yife upon carth, and that all
the extermal acis of religion wlich we practice,
¢an never afford a substitute for a holy and virluous
fifc. W belicve, and teach frem allthe Catholic
pulpits in the wkole woill, that confidence inex-
¢ rial acts of religion, unsupporicd and unaccom-
¢ anicd by the practice of vittuz, is amost abomin-
< Oie presamption, and el superstition.

‘Fo comviuce you, sir, that such is the real be-
Yool of Catholics, I refer you {o all the Catholic
watestieas proyer Dooks, 1acliaticns, sermove,

~uteiiabinl,

This world, sir, which wo so muchadmire;

! otirer hand, being limited, can have nothing to offer

{in short, to all the spiritual books of any kind, that;
ever were published in any partof the Catholic
world. Being provided with books of that Kind,
from almostevery Catlolic country in Europe, Ij
,readly offerthem to any persou, curtous to ascertian |
i the doctrine of Catholics on so wnportant a subfect, |
,on which misrepresentation has created so mmnyI
iprejudices.  What more common, indeed, than to
“hear it said, thata Catholic, or 1f you choose,a
{ Papist, puts so much confidence in his Priost, that
(it matters little to lum whether he commits sin or
not, for afler having broken all the commandments
,0f God, he thinks hie has nothing to do, but to con-
fess his sins to the Prest, and behold, from the gulf
"ofperdition heleapsat once into Paradise!

Catholics, then, among whom there are thou-
sands and thousamds of men, cminent for their gen- !
ius and learning, men of the most transcendant |
talents, celebrated in all the different branches of;
literature, and what is much betlter, famed for the
most genuine, the most heroic virtues; Catholics
.then, I say, are believed, or at least represented,
to be most brutally stupid !  But let us proceed.

We believe that man, originally created {o the
image of God, has in a great measure defiled that
sacred image by tasting the forbidden fruit. We
believe, that in consequence of that sin, which we
call original sin, man fell under the curse of God,
was not only driven out of the earthly paradise, but
what is infinitely worse, forfeited his right and
title to the happiness of leaven ; and we believe
that it was notin the power of man, to offer to the
irratated justice of God, a satisfaction adequate to
the offence. As the malice or iniquity of an off-
ence must, in a measure, be determined by the de-
gree of digmly and elevation of that being to whom
Ithe offence is given, God being infinite in power,
|digni(_v, and perfection, the offence must be in
'some measure infinite in its malice; man, on the

by way of reparation or satisfaction, but what is‘
limited in its value, and of course not adequate as;
a satisfaction. 'The wrath and the justice of God
{demanded a victim; all mankind must be sacri-
gﬁccd, must suffer, and their sufferings must be
"inﬁnitc, which they cannot be unless they last for
‘ever; ora being, equal to the offended Creator,
' must step forward and pay the ransom. As every
}nctof an infinite bring is of infinite value, one

,adequate satisfaction. 1ere then is the pivotupon!
which tarns the whole Catholic Religion, with all}
jits profound mysterics. Mankind Dbeing doomed‘
;lo cternal torments, and not being able to satisfy
“God’s infinite justice, within any limited period, !
jJesus Christ, the Son of God, cqual to his IFather,
'burning with zcal for his glory, and with Jove to
' man, offers himself as the victim of God’s infinite
justice. The ransom is accepted, and a ucw
Ichance of hicaven is offered to man.

The main point to be explained now is, inwhat
{manner we believe that Jesus Christ hias accom-

i

“word, one sigh, from sucha being, would be an |
t

plished the redemption &f man, This will of

Church of Christ, of the Christian Religion, and all
its mysteries.

Webelieve that Jesus Cliist, in order to become
a victim of propitiation for onr sins, assumed hu
man nature, which being united to his divine na-
ture, formed onc person,  As God, he could not
suffer; by becoming a real man, assuming a real
human soul, and a real human body. he made
himself liable to sufferings ; and by being God
his sufferings became of infinite value, and, of
course adequatc as a satisfaction.

Webelieve that Jesus Christ was conceived in
the womb of the spotless Virgin Mary, by the
‘gm\cr and operationof the Holy Ghost. Luc. i.
'35,

i We believe that Jesus Chyist, immolating him-
'self for our sius, acted in the capacity of a Priest

|-~a Pricst being the minister of a sacrifice 3 we
|believe that he is both High Pricst and Victim.—
iIIcb.v. 7,8, 9, and 10.

Mankind having fallen by original sin, into a
wonderful state of depravity, the light of reason
being almost extinguished, their understanding
pervosted, (witness the many ridiculous and
abominable systems taught by their wise men and
p!uiloaopbers,) their hearts corrupted and given up
a prey to all the passions, Jesus Christ came not
only tosatisfy forour sins, and by that means to
open for us the gates of Heaven, but ke also came.
to show, both by word and exmnple, what means.
we must take in order {0 obtain Heaven,
Webeliove that in Jesus Christ we have a
perfect example and pattern of a holy life, and an
infallible teacher of salvation..

We believe that in tho gospel is recorded a
part, and indeed avery small past; of what Christ
did and preached during bisvisible ecxistence on
earth. John xxi, 25.

‘We believe the authors of these gospels to have
beeninspired by the Ioly Ghost, and therefore
we believe every word contained in them, as pro-
ceeding from the fountain of truth,

As we believe the gospel of Christ to be a di-
vine book, so we belicve ‘that nonc but a divine
authority canexpound the same. We shudder at
the idea of bringing tuat divine book before the

fribunal of limited or corrupted reason,
and we candidly confess that, although
we were provided with a greater share of
wisdom and knowledge than Solomon pos-

sessed, we should still be unequal, of ourser-es.
to the task of understanding and explaining the
gospel, ot other parts  of holy wiit. In this we
are confirmed by St. Peter, who says that “‘no
praphesy of the Scripture is made by private in-
terpretation.” 2 Peter i. 20.

As we believe that holy Scripture is the word
of God, so we believe that holy Scripture misrep-
resented, is not the word of God, but the word of
corrupted man ; and that Scripture is often mis-
represented, we are obliged to belicve, from the
assertion of St, Peter, who fells us, that the un-
learncd and unstable wrest tho Scriptures to their
own perdition, 2 Peter, iii. 16; and likewise
from our own observations : for, s common sensc
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lceurse, exhibit all that Catholicsbelicve of the!

tells us, that the Holy Ghost cannot be the author



