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ing. It would be unwise, of course, to attempt to get the Assembly specifically to endorse 
the British plan. There are a number of delegations which could be persuaded that a com
promise of this kind was the only hope for a solution but whose prejudices or political 
problems would prevent them from patting the British on the back too obviously. It seems 
fairly clear that the British would now be prepared to take almost any step which would 
solve the Cyprus problem and that it is not they, but the Greeks and the Turks who have to 
have pressure put upon them by world opinion. It would certainly not help if we tried to 
marshal the forces against them in such a way as to humiliate them but if their faces could 
be considered in the process, we might in the Assembly be able to help create a propitious 
atmosphere for negotiations. Much, of course, would depend on what transpires between 
now and the time this is debated in the Assembly but if the situation has not changed very 
much, then a debate along these lines would be helpful. In fact, if some initiatives were 
taken shortly to prepare the way for such a resolution in the Assembly, the Greeks and 
Turks might thereby be induced to talk more gently and act more reasonably in order to 
avoid the Assembly’s wrath.

3. It would clearly not be advisable for the U.K. themselves to take any initiative along 
these lines. I don’t think it would be advisable either for the Americans or most other 
members of NATO to do so. Canada might not be the best open sponsor of such a move 
but our position vis-à-vis the Asians and Africans is such that I think we might try sound
ing some of them out. We might even persuade the Indians to take the initiative. The 
trouble in the past too often has been on issues of this kind that the British and Americans 
and their friends have prepared an initiative and a resolution and then asked Krishna 
Menon to join them. The only way to get Krishna behind any such move is to let him take 
hold of it at the beginning. The end result will not be exactly what we would have designed 
ourselves, but we at least have Krishna working on our side rather than against us.

4. Last year, you will recall that we worked very hard to secure a resolution on Algeria 
that won Mr. Pineau’s gratitude in the end although the French Delegation viewed our 
activities with some suspicion enroute. We were then asked to do a similar job on Cyprus, 
but we were reluctant to do so because we had already exhausted our reputation as a medi
ator. The request for help came too late and the result was not very satisfactory. There 
might be something to be said, therefore, for our choosing Cyprus in advance as a field in 
which we might play a role and making adequate preparations rather than being caught in 
the eddy of last-minute manoeuvres. From the point of view of our general policy, further
more, I think there is something to be said for working to help the United Kingdom in a 
good cause thereby seeking to prove to them that neither we nor the United Nations are as 
hostile as some of them sometimes think.
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