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INFLUENZA THERE, • -1
:

X Mb. Edna Swim of This Gty Become, the Unwilling Sub- 
' ject of a Heated Newspaper Controversy in the Eastern

counotl ss a whole. Un 8whn would 
here been treated In s different

friend* of former Co. BergL-MaJor 
Gordon O. K. Holder, M.M., of the 
Pilhtlng rath Batteltoo, wlU be pleas- 
ed to beer that he has been further 
honored or being awarded the Dis­
tinguished Conduct Medal for good 
work at the battle of Amiens In Aug- 
set This gallant young soldier re­
torted to the rank of private in order 
to get to France, and during the et- 
teen months he was on the firm* line 
ha rose step by step until he dually 
won his commission on the sold. He 
has successfully completed a rigid 
course of training at Bexhlü-on-Sea. 
and is now on duty with the Uth Be- 
cerf» Battalion at Wltley Camp.

The people of New Brunswick 
should be proud to know that out of 
six hundred cadets at the Canadian

ner
l hare endeavored to place this 

matter plainly before the cltlsens, glr 
Ins them the whole facte, and I now 
leave It In their hands to be the 
Judges.

Townships Capital—She Was Taken Sick While 
Duty There and the Policy of the Town Council Toward 
Her b Not in Harmony With the Views of Mr. Webster, 
the Well Known Cigar Man, and Others.

on

Hours truly,r Sherbrooke, Not. 19, 1918. 
Editor at the Record.Christmas «hopping enrly.

the Influent» epidemic the 
•mm si Sherbrooke, Quebec, sent out 
• for assistance. Among those 
yfco responded was Miss Edna Swim 

if St John, illss Swim’s experience 
• told In the following series of let- 
srs from The Record, which a friend 
s Sherbrooke has sent to us. It Is 
snlalnsd that Sherbrooke la this In- 
lient appears at e disadvantage as 
mlortunately as happens at one time 
•r other to most cities,—we have a 
«moll acting directly contrary to the 

*ientlment of the community, and we 
met stand the hostile criticism arous- 

no fault of our people

Mr. Allen and 
Swim at the Magog House Wednes­
day night, when Mr. Allen handed 
her 885 In cash and I gave her my 
cheque for |83. She seemed to be 
more than grateful for what we did.

On leaving St John the mayor gave 
Miss Swim a letter to Mayor White. 
The letter, by the way, was not seal­
ed. Miss Swim said that she would 
have delivered the letter herself, but 
she did not have an opportunity of 
meeting Mayor White, and asked if I 
would see that the letter was deliver­
ed I wrote Mayor White at' once, en­
closing the letter, and following is a 
copy of my letter to Mayor White, as 
well as a copy of Mayor Hayes’ letter 
of introduction :
Mayor O. D. White,

8hert>rooke, Que.:
Dear Sir,—I herewith enclose a let­

ter that the mayor ef St. John, 
n. B., gave to Nurse Ednda Swim Just 
as she was leaving St. John for Sher­
brooke.

She gave this letter to me last night 
and requested me to send it to you, 
and said that she would have deliver­
ed It herself had she had an oppor­
tunity of seeing you.

Mr. Allen and myself paid Nurse 
Swim |48 last night, the amount 
which we claim she was entitled to 
from the city, but which amount the 
city, as you know, refused point 
blank to pay.

She seemed pleased with what we 
did, and I presume that you and 
your colleagues in the council will 
also be satisfied. Had it not been 
for the 8*8, which we gave her, she 
would have returned home after be­
ing absent three weeks, no bettor off 
financially than she was when she 
left St John.

With reference to Mr. W. R. Web- 
star's letter in your Issue of yesterday 
under the heading of "An Echo of 
Sherbrooke’s Flu Epidémie,” permit 
me to submit the following tacts in 
connection with the matter.
Swim, the nurse In question, reported 
at the Emergency Hospital on Friday 
morning, Oct. 11th, and worked on day 
duty until the following Monday noons] Training School, three of the four
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at which time she complained of feel­
ing unwell, and was sent back to her 
hotel. The same evening she went to 
the Sherbrooke Hospital. Having left 
the hotel, her bin, amounting to $16.60, 
was rendered to the Health Committee 
tor payment. During her stay in the 
hospital
that she was being well oared for, and 
upon leaving made the request that 
ebe advise me when she had recover­
ed in order that the hill for her ser­
vices might be settled.

If I remember rightly, she left the 
hospital on Thursday, Oct. 24th, about 
noon, and phoned me that she was 
leaving for St. John that evening. I 
called upon her directly after lunch 
and after expressing my pleasure at 
seeing her about again asked tor her 
bill. She had no bill made out, but 
one was prepared entirely at her dic­
tation. She stated that the City owed 
her for there and one-half days’ ser­
vices, $14.00, and she had paid $14.85 
fare to Sheihrooke. She was allowed 
$31.00 for her return fare, making a 
total of $45.00. I asked her about her 
hospital bill, but was told that there 
was no charge for her to pay. I in­
formed her that the City had arrang­
ed for her hotel bill up to the time 
that «he had left for the hospital, and 
asked her about further bill, and she 
replied that since It was only a trifle 
Bhe would attend to It. Her cheque, 
accompanied by a letter from the 
Secretary-Treasurer, confirming her 
own agreement, was promptly deliver­
ed by a messenger.

Unfortunately, owing to her having 
left the hospital against the doctor’s 
orders, as Mr. Webster’s letter states, 
she was unable to get away until Wed­
nesday evening, Oct. 30th. 
changed the whole aspect of affairs, 
and the committee when they learned 
of the new situation naturally 
sented to" look after Miss Swim, and 
agreed to pay her further hotel bill 
and of course her hospital bill. I 
telephoned the Magog House, before 
Miss Swim left, to charge the whole 
hotel bill to the city, and shortly af­
ter Miss Swim left, an additional bill 
was presented by the hotel tor $29.48, 
being in full from the time she 
hack from the hospital until she left 
for home. What I wish to make clear 
Is that at no time did Miss Swim ask 
to be paid for more than for services 
actually rendered, and furthermore 
we do not believe she ever had any 
idea of receiving more until the Idea 
was put intp her head. In any event, 
her letter as published in the Record, 
if she is the unprompted author of it. 
in very misleading, 
now stands, the bills Which the City 
has on hand to pay in connection with 
Miss Swim’s engagement are as fol­
lows: Services, $14.00; railway fare. 
$31.00; first hotel bill, $15.50; 
hotel bill, $29.48; hospital bill, $20.00, 
making a total of $109.98 for three 
and one-half days’ services. No fault 
of Miles Swim’s, as Illness is Nable to 
attack any of us.

I might further mention that before 
reaching any decision In regard *n our 
plan of action, the committee took 
occasion to consult with competent 
authorities of the nursing profession, 
and we were guided by the ueual cus­
toms that prevail.
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Bdttor of The Record :
•tiy—We wish to thank you in ad- 

, fance, Mr. Editor, for your hearty co* 
f Operation In the way of giving us 
.flpaoo in your valuable paper in order 
.go bring a few facts before the peo­
ple of Sherbrooke regarding some fea­
tures in connection with the "flu” epl- 

• lemio that struck the city about a 
month ago.

AS the tlrst meeting of the city coun­
cil sad the citizens’ committee, Mr. H. 

‘ L. Allan and myself were appointed a 
committee to secure nurses and girl 
helpers for the emergency hospital and 
the St. Vincent de Paul Hospital. It 
was agreed at the meeting that any 

i expenses we might incur in connec- 
lion with our duties would be paid by 

1 the city. We also had permission to 
use the mayor’s name in sending out 
8. O. 8. calls for nurses. Mr. Allen 
then wired the mayors of Moncton, 
Fredericton, Amherst, St. John, 8yd- 

d a number of other cities. 
They all, with one exception, wired 
that it was Impossible to help us out 
as the nurses had more than they 
could possibly attend to at home. The 
exception was St. John, N. B. Mayor 
Hayes wired at once that he would 
try and secure some nurses for us. 
He was good enough to advertise In 
the city papers there and finally se­
cured four nurses, and wired that they 
would be leaving that night. They ar­
rived here In due time and took up 
their duties at once.

One of the nurses, a Miss Swim, 
was unfortunate enough to contract 
the "flu” after having been at the 
eenugency hospital only three days 
and a halt She was sent at onbe to 
the fiheibrooke Hospital for treatment 
and was there about ten days. Being 
very anxious to get home and not 
realising how weak she was, she left 
the hospital against the doctor’s or­
ders, and came back to the Magog 
House on a Thursday, and fainted 
away shortly after reaching the ho­
tel Dr. MacKey was called In to at­
tend her.

The following day she received a 
letter from the city, the following 
being e true copy;
Mies S. M. Swim,

Care Magog House,
Sheibrooke, Que.

Madam—At the request of Aid. J. 
K. Edwards 1 herewith enclose for 

A you the city of Sherbrooke cheque 
41; for $46 In payment of your services 

as nurse at the emergency hospital 
for three days and a half, and return 
fare from St John, N. B. With refer­
ence to-the hotel bill Incurred since 
>ou left the hospital, you will please 
settle tor It yourself; 
pay the hotel charges from the 11th 
to the 14th October Inst 

Yours truly.
The Secretary-Treasurer of the City, 

E. C. GAT1EN.

called upon her and saw

he would rather like to have the ac­
count to collect.

If anyone has the slightest doubt 
as to AM. Edwards’ meaning In con­
nection with the whole matter I would 
refer them to the letter that was sent 
to Mies Swim on the instructions •£ 
Aid. Edwards under date of October 
26th, a copy of which letter appeared 
in the Record over my signature on 
Wednesday last.

As to AM. Edwards’ Insinuations 
that Mise Swim was perfectly satisfi­
ed with three and a half days’ pay, 
and also that someone had assisted 
her in drafting* up her letter of com­
plaint to Mayor Hayes, I might say 
that no one, to my knowledge, had 
the Slightest thing to d*o with It ex­
cept Nurse Swim lierself, and I think 
that anyone who read her letter of 
complaint wfll be convinced that she 
was quite capable of running her own 
affairs and writing her own letters; 
and I have no hesitation whatever In 
saying that 1 think every word of 
her letter to Mayor Hayes will stand 
the light of day. As Mr. Allen and 
myself have paid Nurse Swim for her 
services from the time she went to 
the hospital until alie got back to the 
hotel, and as there is another week 
due, I would like to ask whether the 
city intend» to pay Nurse Swim for 
this week’s services, or whether Mr. 
Allen and myself will have to pay 
her. As Mr. Alien and myself were 
the means of bringing Nurse Swim 
here I feel that the responsibility 
rests on our shoulders to eee that she 
is paid tor her time.

I am Inclined to think that Aid. 
Edwards reafllnes. at least, that he 
and bis committee have got in wrong 
on this deal. If he will come out 
man fashion and acknowledge the 
coin Instead of eideoteppimg and 
beating around the bush and showing 
up how much Nurse Swim’s services 
cost the city and quoting authorities 
on rules that govern nurses, I would 
be one of the first to overlook the 
Incident. As the matter stands now >t 
Is my candid opinion that Aid. Ed­
wards will have as much difficulty *n 
convincing the citizens that Nurse 
Swim had an> thing but a rotten deal 
as it would be for a leopard to change 
his spots.
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Yours very truly,
(Signed) W. R. WEBSTER. 

Copy of Mayor Hayes’ letter of in­
troduction:

St John, N. B., Oct. 10, 1918. 
Mayor’s Office:

This will introduce Miss Edna 
Swim, a graduate nurse of this city, 
who In response to the appeal from 
Mayor White, is leaving tonight for 
Sherbrooke to render professional as­
sistance.

I commend her to your favorable 
consideration.

Yours truly,
(tigd.) ROBERT T. HAYES,

I told Miss Swim that she ha<$ 
better show Mayor Hayes, of St. 
John, the letter which she received 
from the city of Sherbrooke, and 
very likely he might have something 
to say in connection with the mat­
ter She did this and he told her to 
write him a letter stating the facts, 
and following is a copy of Miss 
Swim’s letter to Mayor Hayes, which 
speaks for Itself:
To His Worship the Mayor, City 

Hall:
Dear Sir,—As you asked me to re­

port on my return from Sherbrooke, 
I take this opportunity of doing bo.

I regret very much that I have not 
a good report, and when I state the 
facts I think you will agree with me.

Three days after my arrival in 
Sherbrooke 1 was unfortunate enough 
to contract the "flu” while nursing 
in the emergency hospital, and was 
laid up for seventeen days, and for 
which time the city refused to pay 
me. On my return from the hospital 
to the hotel I received a letter from 
the city enclosing a «xieque for $45, 
$14 of that eum being in payment of 
my services as nurse at the hospital 
for £hree and a half days, at the rate 
of $4 per day, and the remaining $31 
for my transportation. In that tet­
ter 1 was asked to settle my own 
hotel bill Incurred from the time I 
returned from the hospital until I re­
turned home, the period being for one 
week, as the doctor would not let me 
travel under that time.

If It had not been for the kindness 
of Messrs. W. R. Webster and H. L. 
Allen, who gave me their personal 
cheque for $48, which, with the $14 
I received from the city, paid me for 
the time I was In Sheibrooke with 
the exception of one week, I would 
have had to write home for money 
to settle my hotel bill.

As I understood when I volunteered 
my services that the city would pay 
me from the time I left 8t> John 
until I returned. I don’t think I was 
treated Just right, more especially as 
I gave up a good position here to go 
and nurse in Sherbrooke when this 
fearful epidemic broke out, and I still 
think that I have one week’s pay due 
me, but If the "city fathers” can live 
with It with a clear conscience, I can 
live without It; and furthermore, 
should the present "city fathers" need 
nurses again, they had better call on 
some other place besides St John.

Words cannot express my apprecia­
tion for the way I was treated at 
the hotel and hospital, and I am 
deeply indebted to Messrs. Webster 
and Allen for their kindness, and I cer­
tainly think it Is a good thing for the 
city of Sherbrooke that there are few 
men who are not as narrow-minded 
as the members of the city council.

1 remain,
Yours respectfully, 
(Signed) E. M. SWIM.

I am positive that Mayor Hayes 
has written -to Mayor White, giving 
him his views regarding the manner 
in which Miss Swim was treated by 
the city, at the same time enclosing 
Miss Swim’s letter stating her com­
plaints. I would respectfully ask 
Mayor White to publish this letter In 
order that the citizens may know ex­
actly what Mayor Hayes has to say

I find on going to the city office that 
there was a committee meeting held 
Tuesday, October 29. Those present 
were Mayor White, Aid. Edwards, Aid. 
Skinner and Aid. Tetranlt. I believe 
that the question of paying Miss Swim 
a further amount was discussed, al­
though there is no record of It In the 
minute», for what reason I know not. 
T firmly believe, however, that 1f this 
matter bad, been • submitted to the

This
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As the matter

Yours truly,.
W. R. WEBSTER.

Sneilbnooke, Nov. 26, 1918.
second

the city will

As soon as I heard of this I called 
to see «Miss Swim, who handed me 
the letter. I Immediately ’phoned to 
Mr. Allen to meet me at thç city otj 
lice, and on my day down I met His 
Worship Mayor White on the Magog 
bridge and showed him the letter, 
ond told him that the city must not 
do anything of the kind, as this 
young lady had left her work In 8t. 
John to answer onr S. O. 8. call, and 
ehe must not be treated in that man­
ner. He said he would see what he 
could do. I met Mr. Allen at the 
city office and we went and located 
Aid. Edwards and showed him the 
letter, and asked him if he had auth­
orized such a letter, and he said 
he had. We discussed the matter with 
him tor a few minutes and finally he 
asked us to write him a letter In con­
nection with the matter. We told him 
that we were not writing letters, but 
that we would meet his committee any 
time he named. He stated that It 
would not be necessary to do that as 
the committee would do whatever he 
gald, and asked us what we wanted. 
We told him that we wanted the nurse 
paid from the time she left St. John 
until she got back home, and aU of 
her expenses. He eald he could not do 
that, but that he might be wtUing to 
compromise. We told him this was a 
case which could not be compromised, 
and also told him that If the city refus­
ed to pay Nurse Swim that we would 
pay her out of our own pocket, be­
cause If ehe had been allowed to re­
turn home under the conditions of the 
city’s letter ehe would have been about 
<10 poorer than when she left tit John, 
after riding all night to get here, all 
night to get back and absent from her 
Lome three weeks. He said he would 
see what he could do and let us know. 
1 am sure anyone who did not know 
Aid. Edwards would be surprised at 
his attitude In the mutter. On the fol­
lowing Tuesday Dr. McKay told Nurse 
Hwim that she would be well enough 
to return home the next day. I im­
mediately ’phoned to AM. Edwards 
to so# what had been done and he told 
me Att the city had not changea 
their attitude, and that he had told 

committee If the city did not pay 
ewlm Mr. Allen and Mr. Web- 
would. He said the committee 
quite willing that we should do 

so. I til «Hired him for having given 
us that permission. Then I 'phoned 
to Mayor White and asked him what 
he had done about the matter. He 
stated that the city had not changed 
Its altitude, or words to that effect, 
and tike >hone

J. K. EDWARDS, 
Sherbrooke. Nov. 21, 1918.

Editor of the Record:
Sir,—I really feel that it is almost

further space in your valuable paper 
to enable me to say a few words to 
Aid. Edwards in answer to what he 
calls a reply to my letter of the 
previous day. This would have had 
my attention before, but I was oblig­
ed to be out of town for two days. 
Aid. Edwards says first that "as soon 
as Nurse Swim complained of feeling 
unwell she was sent at once to the 
hotel and then immediately afterwards 
to the hospital, and that he called 
on her at the hospital to eee that she 
was receiving good care.” These are 
Christian acts, but they do not amount 
to much in dollars and cents, neither 
would they buy a great deal of the 
staff of lffe at the present high prices. 
He further states that as she waa un­
able to get away until Wedneeday af­
ternoon, October 90th, that that 
changed the whole aspect of affairs. 
Just to show you how quickly an as­
pect can change In Aid. Edwards’ vis­
ion I might say that on Tuesday after­
noon, the day before Mies Swim left 
for home, when I ’phoned to Aid. Ed­
wards to ask him what he had done 
in connection with Nurse Swim’s case, 
7 asked him what about her hotel hill 
from the time she left the hospital 
up to tiie time ehe would be leaving 
for home, and hie answer was, "This 
is something new, and I don't know 
anything about It.’’ I wish to say, 
however, that the city did pay thet 
hotel bin afterwards. Aid. Edwards 
Is endeavoring to make It clear that 
at no time did Nurse Swim ask to be 
paid for more than three and a half 
days’ work; I don't believe that Miss 
SWlm of her own free will offered to 
accept of only three and a half days’ 
pay unless Aid. Edwards had convinc­
ed her that the city had gone Into 
bankruptcy, and that the $14 was the 
dividend on her claim. I might just 
add right here that one of our leading 
attorneys informed me that he con­
sidered Nurse Swim had a légitimât- 
claim against the etty of Sberbnook.i 
for her service» from the time ehe left 
St John until she returned home, and
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BUILDING PERM I re 
One permlt. was Issued during the 

month of Nr- amber, by Building In­
spector Oai&ton, 
given permission to erect an addi­
tional story to a wooden tenement, 
253 Main street, at a cost of $2,500. 
In' November. 1917, seven permits 
were issued, making a total of $17,- 
100. The total value of permits for 
the eleven months of this year is 
$351,328, ee compared with $529,760 
for the corresponding: period in 1917, 
a decrease of $178,427.

James Day being

11SALADA"In the meantime why not try out 
one of my trusty rebuilt Typewriters? 
A. Milne Fraser, Jas. A. Utile, Mgr., 
87 Dock 6t, St. John, N.B.
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THE USEFUL GIFT
Ten million men have adopted the Gillette Safety Razor in 

preference to any other razor in the world.
Men buy the Gillette because they can get a cleaner shave 

with it, because it gives them a more comfortable shave, and 
because it ensures a quicker shave.

has become slightly dulled for a new one.

With a Gillette, shaving becomes a 
joy instead of a job ; a man prefers to shave 
every day and he looks the better for it

prefers a gift that is really 
useful to some pretty but purposeless 
novelty. Particularly in these days, you 
should confine yourself to Useful Gifts.

There can be no question, then, that 
tiie gift for a man is a Gillette Safety Razor, 
if he doesn't already own one, and a Carton 
of Gillette Blades, if he has the razor.

. Any one of these would make success 
certain for the Gillette, but that this famous 
razorcan claim all three advantages explains 
why ten million of them have been sold.

The shaving edge is absolutely rigid 
and free from vibration—hence the velvet 
smoothness of the Gillette shave.
* The thin blade of finest steel permits 
perfect hardening and sharpening—there 
is no finer cutting edge made.

The No Honing—No Stropping feature 
is achieved by simply changing a blade that

Every

f
by Jewelers, druggist, and hardware âeakrr? 

everywhere, at five dollar».

GILLETTE SAFETY RAZOR CO. OF CANADA LIMITED, MONTREAL
401

Many afin* tested recipe you'll find in tkt 
booklet “The Story of Carnation Milk* 
A copy of this illustrated booklet will be 
sent FREE to anyone who writes. Mention 
this paper, please.
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IT'OR these meatless days cream, the 

vegetables you serve. Asparagus, 
carrots, cabbage, onions, cauliflower- 

—all vegetables are made more delicious
and a 
t he m
lack of meat.

To reduce the richness of Carnation 
Milk, simply add pure water. Use it in 
every way you use ordinary milk. Because 
it is sterilized, and> sealed safe in air-tight 
cans, it will “keep” for months. Even 
when the can is opened Carnation Milk 
stays fresh for several days. The home 
that uses Carnation Milk is not often 
caught without milk.

Order three or four cans of this rich, 
safe, pure milk with your groceries—your 
grocer is the Carnation Milkman.

poetizing by creaming them. And 
iilk supplies, in good measure, the

No milk is better for this purpose, or 
more economical, than Carnation Milk— 
“from. Contented Cows.” For Carnation 
Milk is rich “whole” milk evaporated to 
the consistency of cream. Nothing but 
water is taken from it. Nothing is added 
—no artificial sweetening, no preservatives. 
Because Carnation Milk is whole milk, it 
gives vegetables a richer flavor mthout the 
need of adding butter. Its quality adds 
much to your cooking.

Carnation Milk Products Co., Limited
Aylmer, Out., Seattle and Chicago

OOKDFVSBBIBS at A.lmtr A and Springfield. OmL Canada Feed Beard 
License. 14-9# and 14-97

Carnation Milk
"from Contented CoWs” MADE IN CANADA
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