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present, will assert that it is now or ever was ideal, but
many—the large majority of the abuses complained of
ten, twenty or thirty years ago have been swept away and
the business of the railway is now practically free of
political control, a fact that was plainly in evidence the
other day by an advertisement for machinists for the
rallway in a number of newspapers, not all of them sup-
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amount the company was to pay for the railroad or what
arrangement would be made concerning rates was set
tled important factors in the transfer were
not mentioned As a matter of fact no serious proposal
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echo through the country until Parliament meets again;
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as a whole are concerned, there is but one opinion, which
is that the Intercolonial will better gérve the interests of
the Provinces by the sea as a permanent owned and Gov
ernment operated railway than if owned and operated b;
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There is no doubt now in the public mind that both
freight and passenger rates adopted at the inauguratior
of the railway were too low and were responsible in
greater ot lesser degree for the many deficits of the rai!
way. 7This has been remedied. But these were not the
only cause of the railway not paying. Instead of follow
fng a commercial route it was built over a political and
military route and in order to shorten the distance be
tween its terminal points the railroad for long stretches
passéd through wilderness land where there was no local
traffie. Then again the Intercolonial has water com-
petition over its entife route and thus materially inter-
fered with its earnings,

A great change has taken place during the 36 years
the railroad has beem in operation. First, its Westérn
terminal which in 1876 was at River du Loup, has been
moved to Montreal, and its Eastern terminal to Sydney.
Two great mistakes were made in the management of the

Popular feeling along this line will be likely to
nake the Opposition debate after the holidays even more
tiabby and dubious than it bas been thus far,
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