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The Convention, | - é

The Maritime Baptist Convention is"!nu'vting this
year in its fifty se\:eulh*mmunl sessidn with Zion

Churel, Yarmouth. It is now fiftysix years ago
that the Convention was organized at a nfeeting

held in Germain St, Church, - Sept. 19—21, 1846

The irst President of the Convention was the Rev.

Theodore 5 Harding, and he continued to fill that
office for the five following years, The last Conven-
tion at which Father Harding presided was held in
Woltville, in 1551, The preacher of the first Con-
or at least of the sermon delivered
was Rev. E. A, Craw-
who would then be about fifty years of
age and in the ripe fulness of his strength. His
John 17 2 23, “Awnd the glovy which thou
hie given me 1 have given them, that they may be one
The Convention's first secre-
taries were Revs, 1. 1. Bill and Samuel Elder.
These names are now all of the past; and to many
readers they will recall sacred memories.

I'he first meeting of the Convéntion in Yarmouth
dates back to 1847, At that meeting Rev. Joseph
Crandall presided. as he had done at the two annual
sexsions of the Convention immediately preceding.
It was Father Crandall’s last meeting with the Con-
vention, as his death occurred In February of the
followirig year. Rev, Charles Tupper was the
Convention sermon, and the Secre-
taries were Revs. 8. W. DeBlois and A. H. Munro.
All these a.so are numbered among the departed
The journey to Yarmouth from -other parts of the
Maritime P'rovinces was not in 1857 the speedy and
pleasant trip that it is to-day, and the number of

at the time of organization,
ley, DD,

text was

CUEN s we avdone.”!

preacher of the

delegates in. attendance was only 46. There was
then. however, a Baptist church membership of
15.0;0.a gain of 4,500 since the Convention was or-

ganized, eleven years before. Three times since then
the Convention hasmet in Yarmouth—in 1871, 1881
The Dresent is therefore the fifth
oceasion on which the Convention has enjoyed Yar-
wouth hospitality? At the second meeting in Yar-
monuth, J. 11, Harding presided, Dr. H.-G. Weston,
President of Crozer Theological Seminary, who is
stitl living, preached the annual sermon, Professor
D, Higgins and Rev. W. B, Boggs were fhe sec-
retaries, the membership of the/ churches had in-
creased to 28,316 and the number of delegates to the
was 124.  When ‘the Convention met
again in Yarmouth, ten years later, Dr. T. H. Rand
presided, e, §o K. Hopper preached the sermon,
Revs. 10 M, Keirstead® and . O. Gates were the
secretaries, more than ten thousand members had
been added to the churches in the decade, and the
delegation to the Convention had riserf to 218. The
fourth meeting of the Convention in Yarmouth was
in 1590, when it met with the Temple Church. Dr.
Goodspeed, now of Mcebdlaster University, presided,
There were three Convention sermons that year, the
preachers being Revs. J. A, Cahill, F.
(Groucher.

and " in 1800

Convention

D. Crawley
The delegation numbered 280.
The membership of (hL churches for. that year, as
glven.in the Convention record, is 41,808, but as
this is more than 2,000 less than the number for the
preceding year and as it does not agree with the
statistical statements published in the Year BO()L it

® is evidently incorrect

Yarmouth is one of the most attractive of our

" Maritime towns, and if money is not being accumu-

lated there so rapidly as in the old days, when the
commerce of the gseas was all casried in wooden
bottoms, -and Varmouth had a larger proportional
share than at present in the shipping industry, the
town now is not lacking in evidences ot business

)
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enterprises, and certainly it has lost none of its
beauty. Its direct connection by steamers with
Boston has tended to give Yarmbuth something of
the trim and brisk “appearance of New England
towns. Its up-to-date business establishments,
handsome public buildings and private residences
with their well-kept grounds, create a most favor-
able impression in the® visitor’s mind, while the
prevailing verdure of its open spaces, velvety lawns
and well trimmed hedges are his special admira-
tion.

Ever since the days of Father Harrls Harding who
nursed the infancy of the Baptist cause in this part
of the Province, Yarmouth has been largely a Bap-
tist country. There are three Baptist churchés in
the town--but in this case as in some others, it
would probably be better to have two churches than
three -and just how meuy Baptist churches there
are within a radius of ten miles of old Zion, the
mother church with which the Convention is meet-
ing, we will not undertaketo say. Zion church has
enjoyed the services of many able men in the course
of her history. She has been without a regular
pastor for a few months now, but has been fortunate
enough to secure the:services of Rev, Dr. Welton of
McMaster as acting
months.

pastor during the summer

The House of Worship of the First Baptist Church,
Yarmonth, where the meetings of the Conventlon are
held, isa fine brick edifice, bullt about six years ago.
Its malo audience room is spacions and handsome ; its
large aud commodious school room can be thrown into
the wain audience room when desired, and its nu o
class-rooms and other appointments provide very admir-
ably for the work of a modern church, and afford every
conveniercs required for the Convention with its numer-
ous Board and Committee mec!lnﬁm.

A few delegates bad arrived as early an Wednesday;
many more came on Thursday, and by Thursday even-
ing quite a goodly nnmber were on the ground, inclod-
ing the President of the College, members of the Board
of Governors and other Boards, the President of the Con
vention and other leaders in denominational work. The
Board of Governors held a meeting according to appoint.
ment on Thursday evening. There ‘was also the same
evening a public meeting of the B, V. P, Mwaitime
Union, This meeting was not very largely attended,
owing partly, no doubt, to the fact that there had been
some confusion in the annonunceéments as to the time at
which the meeting would take place. The President of
the Union, Rev. G. A, Lawson, was in the chair. Three
addresses were given. Rev. C. H. Dayof Kentville,
spoke on ‘' Corquest the Christian Ideal,’”’ Rev. Z, 1.
Fash of Woodstock, spoke on ** The Christian Incentive
to Conquest”” and Rev. J. kn Miner of Charlottetown,
spoke on '* The Christian Equip t for Conquest.'
The subjects were very happily and logically to
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The second paper was by Rev. Dr, Welton. ''Its sub-
ject was Modern Criticism and the Preaching of the Old
Testament.”” It wasin fact a critique of Dr. George
Adam Smith’s book on that subject. The essayist held
that Dr. Smith largely iguored the real point at issue be.
tween the radical and conservative critice—the historical
tyustworthiness of the Hexateuch, Dr. Welton's paper
was evidently received with general favor. Notes of
thanks to the essayists were heartily adopted, and &
motion was also passed requesting Dr. Goodspeed and
Dr. Welton to allow their papers to be published by the
Institute in pamphlet form. Another paper by Dr, Good
speed, not read, on President Strong’s Ethical Monism,
was included in the request for publication

The officers of the Institnte for the year were elected
as follows : Revs. H. R. Hatch, President; Vice-Presi
dents, Rev. K. B. McLatchey™w#8 Rty J. L. Miner;
Secretary, Rev. D. H. Simpson; Exé&futive, Dr. Keir
stcad, Rev. G. R White and S. McC. Black.

At the evening session there was first a sermon'by
Rev, David Hutchinson of Moncton. The laige audi
ence room of the church was well filled. Rev. Dr. Wel
ton presided. The preacher's text was Romans1 ;16
and he showed in forcible and convincing words that
there is 1o renson why the Christian people of this day
should be ashamed of the gospel in view of gta Author,
its doctrines,” ita fruits and its cossolations. The
preacher’s tones had the ring of strong conviction and
he was heard with deep interest and doubtless with large
profit. ’

After the sermon, another addresl was presented. The
speaker was Rev. Allen T, Hoben, Ph. D, his subject
“‘The New Apologetic.”

Mr. Hoben had been aunounced to speak in the after
noon, but as he had not been able to ariive in time, his
address was postponed until the evening. The speake:
sald that the subject of his address as announced was an
other name for what s sometimes called the high eriti
clam, but which he preferred to call the historical method
of biblieal Interpretation. He <lescribed the different
mwethods of criticlem-—known as the lteral, the mystical,
the sllegorical and dogmatic In comparison with the his
torieal method which latter he held 1o be the reaily
sclentific method and adapted to give the best ultimate
results.” In the discussion which followed some dissent
from the speaker's views of the higher criticlsm was ex
pressed, but in the vote of thanks and in the handshak
Ing sfterwards expresped sympathy with spesker, which,
111t dld not tmply unreserved acceptance of his views,
wan none the lesd hearty on that scoount, There was »
general feeling that the discuasions of the day had bheen
of mach interest and value

. . . » * " »

The Convention opened, sccording to sppolntment, at
ten o'clock a. m. Satarday, with President |. |. Waliace
of ‘Moncton in the chair. After the slugiog of & hywmn
Rev. C. w, Corey, of Liverpool, read the gist Paalm and
Rev. J. B. Ganong of Hillsboro' offered prayer. The
rules of order were read by the President and the Nom

each other. The speakers had evidently prepared care

fully for the jon, their t t of the subject with
which they dealt was strong and uplifting and the ad
dresses were certainly worthy of being énjoyed by the

largest audience that could be packed into the church,

THE INSTITUTE.

"Friday was occupied with meetings of the Institute,
The first session was held at ten o'clock. The President,
Rev. G. R. White, was in the chair, and after a short
time spent in devotional exercises, the first paper was
read by Rev. W. L. Archibald, Ph. D. The subject of
this paper was ‘‘The Epistle to the Hebrews and the
Mosaic System.” The aim of the paper was to show to
what extent the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews
was indebted to the Mosaic writings.. This interesting
subject, involving matters of profound importance, was
treated with much ability and in a way to hold the
close attention of the audience. A short but interesting
discussion followed upon the conclusion of the paper.

The second paper of the morning was by Rev. I, W.
Porter, who announced as his subject ‘‘The Fanction of
the Imagioation in Preaching.” The writer -dwelt first
upon the importance of the faculty of imagination in its
paycological relations, and proceeded to show its special

inating Committee was appolnted, consisting of the fol
lowing named brethren: Revs, W. N. Hutchine, W. 1.

Archibald, Alexander White, H. B. Smith, Dr. Keir

stead, B. E. Daley, H. R, Hatch and ]. L. Miner, and
Brethren Andrew McDonald, T. R. Black, T. 8. Slmums,
B. H. Eaton, Dr. McKenna, and J. T. Clark. A sumbe:
of visiting brethren being present were invited to seats
in the Convention, Among these were Rev. Dr. Vedder,
President of Crozér Theological Seminary, Mrs. Vedder,
Rev. Geo. B. Titus of Brockton, Mass., Dr. Goodspeed
of Toronto, Rev. George Richardson of Hamilton, Ont,
Rev. J. A. Gordon of Montreal, Rev. Dr. Welton, Rev.
Ira Hardy, Rev. W. T. Stackhouse of Winnipeg, Prin-
cipal Brittain, Rev, W, F. Armstrong of Burma, and the
officers of the W. B. M. U. At the invitation of the
President a number of the visitors came to the platform
and briefly addressed the Convention. The Secretary
read a communication from Dr. Joseph McLeod of Fred-
ericton, inclosing a resolution adopted at its Jast annual
meeting by the Free Baptist Conference of New Bruwns-
wick in reference to a resolution adopted by the Baptist
Convention last year, inviting the Free Baptist body to
co-operate in Foreign mission work and education.
The resolution, while expressing goodwill and apprecia-
tion for the Baptist body, expressed the opinion that
co-operation on the lines indicated was not at present

importance to the preacher both in the pFep tion and
delivery of his di This llest and helpful
paper was also heard with much interest, and received
brief discussion. Dr. Keirstead especially called atten-
tion to the value to the preacher of poetic and other
literature as affording stimulation and material for the
imagipation

At the afternoon session the Institute had the privilege
of listeniug to two able pavers by two professors of Mc-
Master University, The first paper was by Rev, Dr,
Goodspeed, and deslt with the subject of ‘“‘Evolution
and Theology.” It di d the subject at considerabl
length, and, as would be expected, with much force of
argument and lucidity of expression. The paper was
heard with deep attention and received warm

icable. The C i on Nominations reported
through Rev. W, N, Hutchins, naming Rev. Dr. E. M.
Saunders of Blmu, as President of the Convention.
This inati i ly adopted, and the
president elect was weleomed to the chair by the retiring
President. Dr. Saunders spoke of his recent illness, from
which he was not yet fully recovered, and of the desire
he had had to meet with his brethren again if only to be
a silent participator in the proceedings. He was grateful
that he had been permitted to come to the Convention,
and heartily thanked his brethren for the confidence
they had expressed in him. On account of his physical
weakness he could accept the office only on the condition
that the duties of it might be discharged chilefly by the
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dation in the discussion which followed.

“The report of the Secretary of the Convention was pre-




