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(570 ОMESSENGER AND VISITOR,September 7, 1898.
ж® ""PL- Qrlirxnl it Illustration. A gentlemen once said to Mr. Birch, an English evangelist, telle

w A lie ишіилу vAilUUl a wicked man, " You do not look aa if you 0f a dying infidel whom he visited by
imposing upon the poop,*. And sold Ь-в Гсь1“п
themselves TO DO BVIL. The metaphor the energy I have spent I might bave been *n ST*** need. Mr. Blrcn, witn k_nnsiian 
is taken from the practise of men selling « men of property »nd character. I sm » liberality, bad supplied hia wants, and 
themselves into slavery, and so giving homeless wretch, have been twice in State's now the dying man told him he had eent 
themaelvea wholly up to work the will of prison, and made acquaintance with all . .. ” . , „ . hetheir master. This was a widespread so,is of miseries ; but ' my worst punish- ‘« Mm, not to apaak aboad raiigton, for h. 

captivity OP THE TEN TRIBES, custom in the ancient world. ment la in being what I am."1 didn t believe in it, hnt to thank Mr. blrcn
v The Result was captivity (v. 18). How 3- God does all that is possible to save for hia great kindness to him and hia.
Leeon XII. Sept. 18.—a Kings 17:9-18. conld it be raid that God removed them men from sin and ruin. He pnU every Mr. Birch then raid: "Will yon answer me
Read 2 Kings 17: 1-23 ; Amos 6 ; Hosea 5. ^

Commit Vereee 13, 14. milled it to be done He would have m«ke the way of transgreaaora so hard that provided it is not about religion.
warded off the enemy if the people bed *1,еУ will forrake it and live. Lifting hi» heart in prayer to God, Mr.

Golden TEXT. obeyed him. Unseen moral forets н е 4 There is a limit to probation. There Birch eald: “You know I have to preach

« ‘r^an^h1mt,wiurtca« ЇЙЖ  ̂ш“у ’ГГГ10Tr-Ibec ; but if thou fmrnke him, he will cast p 5 though it be wilh bitter tesra, cannot re- mostly poor people, who will soon have,
thee off forever, i v .6.9. (2) Irréligion brought weakness. There store the lost birthright. The flames have like you, to face death; I ask you, What

EXPLANATORY. was no longer any high moral devotion lo ZP”*= so far that the building cannot be *hall I preach about?" Silence for awhile ;
The Moral Causes op the Fall of » great cause, which gives strength almost SR^ then, with tear-dimmed eye and trembling

ISRABL.-VS. 9-18. These verses are the unconquerable. A guilty conscience is Illustration. Men can ill-treat their ^ the unexpected answer was given :
summary of the causes that led to tain. It always weakness. (3) Immorality led to bodies, and disregard the laws of health, ,, Ri h h rhrint tn them-
”Th” divine epitaph on the nation. The degeneraev. It made them nhya,rally certlin *„t and , reco * Mr- „ P"«“ Chri‘l *° •
шп of it ia that the people had come into wrak anj it dmded the counsel, of the V But there i. a Lnl to ™ he- PrMch Chrirt And then, utterly broken
that condition in which " it was impossible nal,on- \ , 1 down, the dying ainner aonght mercy from
to destroy the tin withont at the same time additional practical sdocpstions. yond winch ,s mcnrablc d,sease and death. ^ f his own юиІ._уоцп„ рюріс',
destroying the sinner." This is the state n® ,udjy>dual, can n0 medicine, no nursing can save them, ~
wherem is no hope. God had done all rnnwrretion°to fwT n'lnftv іііГяІ So with strong drink, there is a time while
that wisdom and love could do to save ®upreme consecration to God, a lofty ideal, .... ■ f • h • nn4R:i,i- 
them, without success. There was only and a Ьо1У enthusiasm in the service of the habit is forming when it is possible, 
one thing left to do,—to root out the sin 
by destroying the sinner.

First, Forgetting God. They forgot 
and all he bad done for them (v. 7).
Htnce came sin and weakness. They lost 
their confidence in God's wisdom and 
power to defend them aa he had done in 
days of old. His authority waned. His 
commandment» were forgotten or eet at 
naught.

Second, Hypocriey. o. Did secretly.
Literally, " they covered." 1 bey cloaked 
or covered their idolatry with pretenses 
that It waa a worship of Jehovah.

ypocriay ia always weakness and death.
Third, Idolatry. Built . . . high 

PUCES. Altars tn groves on a hill, for 
worship, sometimes for worship of Jehovah, 
bet often for the licentiouaneae and revelry 
of the worship of idol». From the tower
or тяж WATCHMAN. In lonely spota, to 
guei.l vineyards and flocke.

10, Images (r. v. " pillera"), per barm 
carved In some figure, hut often only 
obelisk a, representing some idol. G BOV ES 
Albertm. wooden imagée, carved on pillera, 
of the goddase Aaherah. corresponding to 
thr 1 .reciaa V

11. Whom the Lord carried away, 
ibU) captivity by the Assyrian» The* 
aaltone were nearer

4
BIBLE LESSON.

Abridged from Petoubeta' Notea. 
Second Quarter.

* * ♦
God end man. . however difficult, to leave off. But if the As the result of a runaway at Fortune

2. Sin ia ungrateful and mean as well as drinking goes on, the habit is so confirmed, Bridge P В Island Frank McDonald and
e-tiJXMSt-IttSraTS ,ohn Kriou‘ly iniur'd- Mc-
us than we can ask or even think, should pray and strive with bitter teàrs for release, Donald s arm was crushed to jelly and
lead ua to love and serve him with our and yvt go straight to his cups again. The necessitating amputation. Both of Reilly's
whole heart. same is true of all bad habits. feet were badly injured.

God

H

Assyria, and Aral 
•Marked, awl yet Israel did not take warn 
tag, but did the very thing» which brought 
•til upon other».

>Fourth, Resistance to Good Influences.
Ij Ywr THE LORD
(fc. V., " UUtO '*). Bv ALL THE Mtorn- 
rrs. Thoee who apeak forth what God 

Id wy to men. And *v all the 
Thoee who see vision» which God

TESTIFIED AGAINST

««as.
reveal* Prophet* of every kind were sent.

14. But hardened their necks. A 
metaphor derived from thoee pxen who, in 
•pile of all efforts to guide them, hold their 
necka set and firm in the way thev deter­
mine to go. It expresses unbend і 
obstinacy and

Fifth, Unbelief. That did .not 
bblihvb IN the LORD. They of course 
knew his existence, but they did not trust 
in his guidance, in hia wisdom and good­
ness, so aa to do what he commanded. 
They did not commit their ways, their 
interests, and their future into hie hands, 
but thought their own way was better.

Sixth, Disobedience. 15. They re­
acted his statutes. The natural result 
of unbelief. And his covenant. So 
the law was called, because it waa an agree­
ment between God and hia people, he to 
preserve and defend them, they to obey. 
(See Deut. 20:1, 9. 13). his tbsti- 

Hia law, which ia the testimony 
he bears for truth and against iniquity. 
And . followed vanity. Nothing- 
ne8s- Idol* who were absolutely powerless 
to help them. Became vain. Weak, 
helpless, with no power to resist attack*.

16. A grove. An Aaherah. (See on v. 10).
Seventh, Cruelty and Crime. 17. 

Caused their sons ... to pass 
Thhough the pire. Not merely “ made 
them pass through the fire for .purifica­
tion," but burnt them with fire, aa ia said 
of Ahaz ( 2 Chron. 38: 3 ; eee 2 Kings 17 : 3* ; Ezek. 16: 21 ). This waa done In the 
worship of Molech. “ The Rabbins tell us 
that this idol waa made of brass, and that 
the head waa that of a calf with a crown

ng
•elf-will.

MONIES.

°P°n it. I waa made hollow, and a furious 
hre was kindled within it. . . . When the 
•rme were red hot, the victim was thrown 
mto them, and was almost immediately 
burned to death, while its cries were 
orowned by drums.* ’ This horrible custom 
wm grounded in part on the notion that 
Children were the dearest possessions of 
t Çerents (who should offer their best 
™ God), and m part that as pure and in- 
oocent beings, they were the offerings of 
atonement most certain to pacify the anger 
m Deity. Divination and enchant- 
”5nts. These were different ways of 
Making to know future events, and of

1

J
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