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nors of the Church, live as Fcrpetuul witnesses to the truth. They
speak now as they spoke of old, with decision and clearness. We
receive nothing as doctrine that is unrevealed in Scripture, respect-
ing which the Apostles are silent, or which contradicts their teach.
ing. This is our rock, from which nothing can move us. The
Church is built upon the foundation of the Apostles and Prophets,
Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone, and our conf-
dence is unwavering that by them no important question is unan-
swered, no vital truth undiscovered, no divine requirement left in
obscurity and doubt. 8o much for the authority by which doe-
trine is to be tested, and to which we must defer for everything
that is to be received as an article of faith. And hence the intro-
duction of the Scriptures so conspicuously into the offices of our
Church, for the ordlinntinn and consecration of those who are to
feed her flocks, the candidate being required to declare himself
pershaded that the Holy Scriptures contain all doctrine required
as necessary to salvation, and that he is determined out of the
Scriptures to instruct the people committed to his charge, and to
teach nothing as necessary to eternal salvation but that which he
shall be persuaded may be concluded and proved by the Serip-
tures. Take heed unto the doctrine. This injunction might be sup-
posed to demand a statement of some of those doctrines to wgc—h
the ministers of Christ should doubtless give a special promineng
to that great topic of his ministry which St. Paul desired te-pfeach
and live, as if knowing nothing else among men—Jesus Ohrist,
and him crucified ; the person and offices of Christ ; what he has
done; what he is now doing for the salvation of sinners, for all that
come to God by Him, the universal embrace of His atonement;
the precious invitations and promises of His Gospel ; man’s ruined
state by nature; his restoration entirely by grace; justification by
faith ; the absolute necessity of spiritual regeneration : all these,
with the several truths directly and necessarily connected with
them, are most important matters indeed, at which we can do no
more than briefly glance, and believing as I do, that it would be out
of place if upon an occasion like the present I did more than enume-
rate some of those doctrines which must be considered by us all asef
vital importance. ‘T prefer for the few moments that are left to
me to advert to a subject which I consider has a vast influence
upon all our doctrinal views, and that is our Church’s view of the ex-
tent of the authority and the nature of the functions of the ministry
itself. 'We must neither disparage the sacred ministry nor unduly
exalt it, As English Churc{nnen, we refuse either to be ranked
amongst those who hold ordination to be of no value,and the ministry
to be a mere human institution, or with those who adopt the
Romish idea of a sacrificing and mediating priesthood. The lao-
guage of the Epistle to the%[cbrews tolerates no longer/a sacrificing
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