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half-mch holes in the bottoms. Where these are used, it is not necessary to p it mu Isoil over the manure, the flats or bo.xes being set in the frame. Sometimes irtl'e
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^.l^^" necessar.^ care being taken not to overdo this as the plantswould then be hkely to damp off. As soon as the plants are large enough thov ..r,.pricked out into another sash or frame.

COLD FRAME.

A cold frame is much like a hotbed in appearance, but is without manure. It i^used either for seeds or for growing plants taken from the hotbed before they can beset out in the open; or it may also be used by those who start plants in the house an.lwho cannot get or do not wish to use manure. :

A well protected place is chosen in tho autumn and rich friable soil, six indies or
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'' *" ^' "'"''"''• This roil and the ground aboutshould be protected from frost by leaves or litter, which should not contain weed 8eed«By thus mulching the soil m the autumn, when the time comes for planting in thespring there viill be no frost in the ground about the frame. A frame should now bemade with sides and ends of twelve-inch boards, preferably two inches in thicknessand placed on a slope so that the back part of the frame is six inches higher than the
front, ihe frame is now placed over the soil. As hotbed sashes are six bv three feet
in sue. the frame should be made to accommodate one or more of them
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The soil isnow well spaded and the frame protected from frost by earthing up outside or bank-
ing with manure. If the glass sash is over the top a few davs before it is time to sow
or Mt out the plants the soil will be warmed up sufficiently. Cotton is sometimes
uaed for covering cold frames instead of glass, and quite satisfactory results are
obtained, but where late severe frosts are liable to occur glass is safer. Plants should


