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bcliLvcr*' b.ipti«in ; indiM-d I um^i confnM ilio teMimony

of Scripture M'tunn ti) fuvmir thai doctrine Hut I canm.t

away with that cli)fc communion." Now, beciiuw^ I my.

Mslf flit this ohstucU' to free cmiuiry, and know that it

innucnccH many ii ca'liolic lumrtcd Christian, I am the

more desirous* to remove the mi«upprehon«it)n out of which

I iH-lieve it nri.a'8. Vor my own part, I can J.ay, that my

symptahiPH extend to all the p:.ople of (Jod, wherever

found ; and that I do U)ve all ihoBO in whom I hcc the

image of Christ rellcctcd. Nor afu I aware that thr views

I have been led to embrace, either have contracted or are

liUcly to contract my sympathies. Hefore endeavouring to

p-ove this, I must deumr to the pluase, as applied to tt.e

rcgidar Baptists, '' cl(»se couununion." In their principles

t,f church fellowship, they are no closer than other evangc

lical denominations, believing as they do, in con^mm with

others, that baptism is the initiatory ordinance of the

Christian church, and should according to scripture order

precede conuumion at the Lord's table. I am now ju.st

where I was before my sentiments on the mode and sub-

jects of baptism were changed. Whatever change has

taken place, tlie-e has been none on this point. When I

was a Presbytenan n>inistcr, I had no liberl> or discretion

in this matter. The standards of my church prescribed

the limits of my liberty. I could only admit to the com-

munion of the church those who had been baptized, and

whose baptism the church arcc/ited as valid and scriptural.

1 was not at liberty to admit a candidate into the church,

on the ground that he believed himself baptized, if the church

could not recognize his baptism as being such as the Word

of God enjoined. I shall suppose a case, by ^\ay of illus-

tration. A brother whom I have long known and esteemed

and loved as a Christian man, and with whom I have spent

many an hour in profitable Christian fellowship, comes to

me as a Presbyterian minister, and says, "Mr. A., I very

much desire to unite with you in fellowship at the Lord's
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