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wTieu talcrn inside the box door, dreadful scroams and cri..^ for IicTiiwero .ud.lenly ujtorc>d from a n.us, of Immnn Icings 8h.T'..Iin.rwr !i'in?, and nitedocked on th,. p^rou.ul nnd ui» the sfoq> «ood;« «t';,ir.
li.o cause of thoir boiug i,i this .sifuation is as follows. A 'i.md.erof pooide vvore clustorod ro.md the door at tLoVop of tlu> ^tair uaitln-

to iu.ar -Yanl<e. Doodle" played; ^^•lu.n tho fllann of finMva. •^ivn.":Miss Brown, a ^^choolmistross. dashod past tl.ose people and fell head
fon.niost from the top to tho bottom of the „air. Wr frie.uls we ^down immediately to her assistance and kept the crowd hack ; -"hiledohi-r
this, a rush of burnm- vapour and llame caused those m tJio r.-ar tacrush upon those people stoopino- dcnvn over Miss Brown, pushed ao-ainst

mLd'oielt:;^^
'^'""'^ '"''''''' '''^ '^'' "^"^'-^ ^"^^''^'^ irretricrvahly

Tho money-takcT's table and the lamp af the door wrre overtnnnd.Iwo or three stroiijr xnen at the top of the stair rolled donn over tho
taces of the mass and vsere dragged out. Mr. MaedoualJ, tdifor ofine Lauacuen, a stout person, was squeezed out of the mass bv thopressure around him, and escaped; the rest, men, U(,u,en, nnd cliildrenwere closely wedged together, and tlio.igh their hea<ls and a^ms weremostly out, yet their lower extremities were firmly fixed.
There was no more screaming heard after the lir^t burst ; tlie ludple.s

sufferers saw that vigorous etForts were made for their reli^.f, and kept (mietAn axe was got, and an attempt was n.ade to kno.k down a partiilon
vvhich sq):,rated the stair from the ladies' cloak-room below. Li.ut.Upon, of the Jvoyal Artillery, who had been walking near tl:e th(«afrowhen tne alarm was given, after several vain efforts, dragged .mU a Mrs.
fetausfield. Lieut. Leslie Skymier, 8Dtli llegt., was also on the spot and
assisted tl.e others. Mr. llardie, an oil and colour merchant, assisted

1 ^^'•- K^'I'l'-i' t'>^' I'^'litor of the Quebec Mercurv. an.l others, CMe^srs
hhea, Mac Donald, Todd. Lepper, Back, Bennet,'i5tewart, Captahi Von
Zu.le. Commander of the "Ocean Queen," &c.) released, by Powerful
exertionsMrs. Wheatly and Mrs. Uoy. M,. IJardie remarked amon-r
the crowd of sufferer., Lieut. Hati.ilton, of the 14th Kegt., who had
gone to the theatre with two daughters of Assistant Commissary General
Kea, to the elder of the two CJulia) he was about to be married in a few
days

;
that mornmg she had been arranging her wedding clothes • the

younger sister was lying furthest out, and Lieut. Hamilton's arms belinr
tree, Mr. Ilardie said, "Assist me to get out this young ladv,"
Hamilton did so, and she was pulled out with difficulty. Mr. Hardie
then said, as he carried her out, "I'll come back and try to release the
other; Ilauidton said, •' For God's sake do so !" but it was too late.
Mr. btewart fecott, an advocate and clerk of the Court o^ Appeals and
father of a large family, was in the crnsli with a little dauohter • his
brother triech with others, in vain to free him and the child; o'lie of^Mr.
bcott s arms was actually pulled out of its socket ; he said, « Save tho
child I it is useless to try to save me ;'* it was a most heart-rendino-
scene; both were obliged to be abandoned. Mr. Hardie and Mr.
Kinilm were both seized by sufferers nnd nearly draogod amoixr them,
and were obliged to strike to release themselves. One in the lower tier
offered all his worldly wealth for release.
A little boy had previously made a singular escape: he had been f^cnt

to the tluatre with a maid who was accompanied by a young man who


