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rt'Voltiu':, the n'rmiik!> just uukIc mny be tleeme*] ncltlicr uu!«;asonnV)k

«or sujKrfluous.

You will ri'iidily intor, gontlcincn, tnMn wlwit Ihavo jiist hjiiU, tliat I

lei<ire your physical trainin;^; sluiuld hv. made subserviiMit to, and as a

mcaiiH for, y<>Hr mental improvcniont. A valuabUi writer i)t' the last

•entury quaintly rcmarkH'. " >Vhile tho nuni ot'bcxly takes tlie gri'atest

eare to set out aud adorn the pari lor which he tliinks; hinisclt' the

most valuable, tlie man of mind will bestow most pains in improving

that mind." To this kit me add, that the law for imjmjvinti; the mind

«nd maintaininj^ it in its healihy state is, just as witli oar physical

bein<;, to exercise constantly and successively every vmo of itn laeulties.

Now, I cannot supj^ose that you see no further u^e for these exercises;

or. in other words, that hencefortli you regard your education aa

complete. Gentlemen, you have only gathered a few of its mate-

rials, and acquired men'iy the elements of thtxt tlis-Tiplinc which ii

indispensable to the improvement of your progressive nature. If you

are to be known for enlarged views, sound thinking, and just princi-

ples, you must determine ever to regard yourselves as mere students
;

ever to remember that your college training has been merely introduc-

tory to the course of study re<[uisite to fit you tor permanent useful-

ness, and that maidiood, like youth, has its appropriate course of study

which it cannot afford to slight or set asid«, under penalty of inferiori-

ty or humiliation. Whatever tends, then, to withdraw }\)u from the

advanced studies you undertake, should be avoided as evil and inju-

rious. So should you regai\l those greatest enemies of mental and mo-

ral progress—bad books anil bad associates. While you remained

under the safe guidance t)f the College, while your time was mainly

occupied with the healthy exercises it imposed, there was not aiiy great

danger of your tasting other than that proper nourishment, as much

rc(piired by the mind as by the body to secure healthy developement.

—
^' Animi cultus quasi qaidam humanitatis cibusJ" But now that

vou go forth finally from tliesc halls, you become more ex^wsed to

the pestilential influence of such writings as tend, by their dangerous

and seducing sentiments, by the fascination of their style, to wcakeu

your character; to relax the firmmess of your moral nature; to

taint, if not thoroughly corrupt, your heart; to engender low and

(^iebasing tastes and appetites; and to make the laws of nature and

virtue appear but as light things in your eyes. These 1 exhort you to

«void ; to touch not, however slightly ; for ax poison is to the body k>

are these to the mind> Avoid them for the h^'althy und th« gi)od, It


