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objected to, ns far n« I know, by a sinjflc Roman
Oalliolic in Upper Canada, duriny the life of tlie

excellent Prelate and patriot, nor until a recent

period. If yotir Lord«hi|) liaa llionglit proper,

durin(jf the laut twelve months, to dojit a diHorent

course, and to inlroduco from the Continent of

of Europe, a new class of ideas and feedings among
the Roman Catholics of Upper Canada, in regard

to schools and our whole school system, I must

Htill adhere to my frequent unqualified cxprcssionfl

of admiration at the opposite course pursued by

your honored and devoted predecessor. Bishop

Power;—while I may note thn facts that from only

thrco neighbourhoods in Upper Canada have de-

mands boon made by Roman Catholief, in accord-

ance with this new movement, not sanctioned by

law; that the only Roman Catholic member of the

Legislative Assembly elected in Upper Cunada has

repeatedly declared himself opposed to the very

principle of separate schools ; and that the only

County Municipal Council in Upper ("Canada in

which a majority of the membera arc Roman
Catholics, has adopted resolutions against tho

section of the School Act which jjermits tho

establishment of separate schools under any cir-

cumstances. Tho facts, that, out of 3000 Com-
mon Schools, not fo many as fifty separate Roman
Catholic Schools have ever existed or been appli-

ed for, in any one year, in all Upper Canada, and

that the number of such separnlo schools had

gradually diminished to less than thirty, until

within the last twelve months,* and thnt during

ten years but one single complaint (and that

during the present month) has been made to this

Department of any interference with tho religi-

ous faith of Roman Catholic chihlron ; and that

not a Roman Catholic child in Upper Canada is

known to have been proselyted to Protestantism

by means of our public Schools ;—these facts

clearly show the general disinclination of Roman
Catholics in Upper Canada to isolate themselves

from their fellow citizens in school matters, any

more than in other common interests of the coun-

try, and the mutually just, Christian and generous

spirit in which the school as well as other com-

mon affairs of the country have been promoted by

Government, by Municipal Councils, and by the

people at large in their various School Sec-

tions. The exceptions to this pervading spiiit

of the people of Upper Canada have been " few

and far between;" and in such cases the proviiiion

* The following Table hIiows the iiuiiilu't of I'rotwtant and
Roman Cailiulic Scparato Hcliools reported, since 1-47:

—

VEAR. NO. OF SEP^nXTE SCHOOLS.
If^l- 41
1818 3-2

l&l!l 31
HjO 40 = '21 Roman Catholic and 23 Protestant.

1831 20= 10 Eoiiian Catliolic and 4 Protestant.

of tho school law porii.ittmg tho establishment of

separate schools in cortoin circumstances, has

been made uso nf, and just about as often by a

Protestant, OS by^a Roman ('alludir, minority in o

School Municipality. Rut tho provision of iho

law for separate schoola was never o^kcd or advo-

cated until since ISTjO na a theory, but merely

as a protection in circumstances arising from the

peculiar social stale of neighbtmrhoodsor Munici-

palities. I always thought the iritroduction of

any provision for separate schools in a popular

system of common education like that of U|)per

Canada, was to bo regretted and inexpedient; but

finding such a provision in existence, and that

parties concerned attached great importance to it,

[ have advocated its continuance,—leaving sepa-

rate schools to die out, not by force of legislative

enactment, but under tho influence of increasingly

enlightened and enlarged views of Christian re-

lations, rights and duties between difl'eront cliisaes

of the community. I have, at all times, endeavour-

ed to securo to parties desiring separate schools,

all ihe facilities which tho law provides—though

I believe the legal provision for separate schools

has been, and is, seriously injurious, rather than

beneficinl, to the Roman Catholic portion of the

community, as I know very many intelligent

members of that Church believe as well as myself.

I have as heartily sought to respect the feelingH

and promote the interests of my Roman Catholic

fellow-cilizons, as those of any oiIict purlioii of

the community ; and I shall continue to do

so, notwithstanding the personally discourteous

tone and character of your Lordship's communica-

tion.

There are, comparatively, few school divisions

in Upper Canada, beyond tho cities and towns,

(whore tho Trustees have generally employed a

fair proportion of Roman Catholic teachers,) in

which it is possible for the Roman Catliolics to

maintain an efficient separate school ; and if jour

Lordship persists in rcprosenting tiio Common
Schools maintained by the several religious

classes of the community, as fraugiil with .'^cepti-

ci«m, infidelity and vice, the situation of Roman
Catholics, sparely scattered throughout mere than

2,500 of the 3,000 school sections in Upper
Canada, will be rendered unpleasant to ihemiielves,

tiiid they will be encouraged to neglect th'educa-

ti'm of their children altogether. By the 'iffifial

Return f -r 1S49, there were Z\i') Roman Catiuilic

School Teachers employed in Upper Canada ; in

].8")0, their number was increased to 390 ; ' .md I

have as cordially endeavoured to get situations

for good Roman Catholic teachers as for p-ood

* In 1931, tliere were 37t5 Roman Catliolic Ti'aclierH j-eportcd.


