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EAHfiY twi'iity years aj,'o the

writer hiul ociasioii tit stop

_^ liver (111 his joui'iiey throuf(h

Miniiesotii nt Urockenridue, a small town

(111 the Red River, which was f(ir a time

th(; terminus (if the railway by which

travellers came to ^[amtoha. Spending

Ihc night at this place lie fell into con-

versation with uii American settler, who

de hired himself to lie the descendant of

one of the former Swiss n'sidents of Red

Uiver. This allusioii led the writer to

investij^jate the mailer, and now tlie facts

are heiiig recover(Ml of a f(jrmer consider

alile K'ttlement from SwitziM-land and

Piedmont, near wiiere Winnipeg now

stands. Of this colony there is scar."f>ly

ii trace remaining except in the booKS, a

list of which is given lielow. The last of

these, published during L'^'Jl, is a i.'osi

interesting account by a Swiss womai,,

Mrs. Adams, of h •journey and that of

her countrymen, in 1821, from Switzer

land to the then inhospitable banks of

the Red River.

Hut even before these Switzers, there

had come to Red lliver. as escort to Lord

Selkirk, in 1816, a band of military

settlers. These had lieen given holdings

nn what is now the St. Boniface side of

Red River. Many of them spoke German,
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