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fliis ililli'inu'i' has arisrii, as it woiii'l If iiuuli ncLtci to stUtltr all tlu'SP

luutlfrs In a frit'iully ail>it rat ion, tliiin t,o hiiv<' ria'Diirsc to law. As (^iiultec

lias i('lus<'(l to ariiiiiatc, 1 tliiiii. the i >..iiiiiiii)ii .-<lioul(l irt'ilit the* amount

to (Mitariii, ami L)i<ir,t,'f llic oM I'roviiu'r nt' CaiuuU as I nuiucstrd t\un\\

to <lo three years ai^o, leaving (Jucliec 1,0 contest tht^ ciiar<»e if so inclinetl.

'I'lir hoiiiinioii ha- in other iiiattei.s assiiuii-il to settle elaims agiiist the old

Pmviner ot (,'ana(la \viiho;i1 ret'creiiee Lo the Provinces, and I thiidi she

would have a lictter justitli ation in this, the i'(|nitalili' claim of the imini

I'ipalies liein;^ so stron:;.

Now. i\lr. Speaker, 1 come to another matter. I suppose the House

will i)e pleased to leaiii tliat tiie. Province has lieeii siicceHsl'iil so far in its

suit witii th(' insurance t'omiiauies for recoverini^ the loss sustained

throui,'!) the liOiulon Asylum lire. 'I'he House is aware, as I int'orined

lion, gentlemen lust a(!ssiou of the fact, that out of some twenty-six com-

panies two companies only acknowleL,'ed the claim and twenty-four resisted

it. Suit was entiM'cd. We appealed to the Oourts, and judgimmt was

given f 01 the l'iu\ince. I helieve suim^ of the coin[>anies in turn have

appealed. 1 supiJO.si; the iloiisc is aware that, in accordanc(! with the

annouucfMiient made last So.ssion, all our policies were allow(d to expire on

1st May last, since wiiicli wc have earned no insurance on oiii' Provincial

liuildings. Since these policies have licen allosvod to expire a tire has taken

place at the Agiieultura! College, involving a loss of 620,000, on which

we formerly earrietl an insurance of S]4^()()(), aii<l in con.secpaence .some may

holil thai the position taken in regard to giving,' up insuring is one that

was not justilied. lUit. Mr. Speaker, we liav<' an exjierience of seventeen

years of insuring to (Mial)le us to judge as to whether the insurance of our

Proviuiial buildings is protitable or not. Inuring these .seventeen years

we iia\'e paid in premiuu:.- -^l.'iM.So-l, while we lia\e only received for lo.sses

ii71,*j!<~j, or there hi^s been a profit to the insurance companies of

8').'),^.")!. Xow, Mr. Speaker, I think an experience of seventeen years is a

pretty fair test, and I think it demonstrates tliat th(> policy of insuring our

l)uildiugs is clearly unprutitable. I would not attempt to say that any

individual should give up insuring, but the (iovernment, having its ri.sks

scattered over th<' whole Province, is not in the same position as an indivi-

dual, inasmuch as no loss that the Government might sustain could involve


