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for liinisclf. hut it may hr a.--iiiiic(l tli.it iiianv An^^rJo-Saxons,

wliL'ii \\wy find thai '•|!rati'i\" is in jiarts an enlarged and
i-oiiicwhat \arie(l edition of "I^a I'Viimic Ahandonni'f,"" ui

'

JVtp<jnd in tliu iiupitivc. On liie oUicr iiand, readers wlio

oiijoy analysis will [.erliaps lliinl< lliat Ualzae has analyzed
till' characters (d' lelirite an<l Heatrix ami deserihed their

coinplex relations uilh marvelous skill. Tiie ehuraeteriza-

tion ol' Chiude \'ic:non and Conti may also please them, as

well as the remarkahle it" concise portrayal of the N'icountess

de Kergaroui't. If Ihey demand well-wrouLrht scenes, that in

which Calysle nearly murdei's lleatrix on the clilTs will per-

haps please them. and. as always in Balzac, they can find

t^hrcud comments on life. Whether they will think the

character of Caly.-te e.\ag;:craved, or whether they will agree

with M. Barriere in i-onsidering suhlime the maternal h)ve

of the Baroness, who wi.-hes to see her son make Beatrix his

mistress, must he left undetermined.

Critics have regretted that Balzae added a third part to

his story, which might well have concluded with Felicite

taking to her convent and Calyste signing his marriage con-

tract with Sahine de (irandlieu. They have also oijservcd

that while the first and second parts are scenes hotli of pro-

vincial !nd of private life, the third is as much ,- I'arisiaa

scene as one of dome.-tic misfortune. They have elt that,

whatever may be the merits of the third part, it doe.- not har-
monize well with the novel a- it stood in IS;3!). and this feeling

many readers have doubtles,- shared without knowing exactly
why.

The fact seems to he that Balzac made a mistake in not
treating '-Tn AdnlttTe Ketrospectif" as a seipiel to "Beatrix."
It was written several years later, it preserved practically

hut two of the old characters, it added a number of new
ones, it changed the scene to Taris, in the main, and it be-

eaine much more a story of intrigue. By a few tvpograph-
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