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(^) A more usual division of the Samaveda is that which
separates ,t mto six Chapters, and twenty-two Lessons.
Chapters 1-5 each contain ten hymns. Chapter 6 has
nine. r «»

The first twelve invocations (chaps. 1-2-') are addressed
o Agni, ' the god who sits on the sacred grass." These
beseech h.m, who is -the messenger and herald of the
gods, the possessor of all wealth, that he may prosper-
ously conduct " the sacrifices (i').

^

Then follows a series of hymns (chaps. 2>s«) in which
Indra, to whom the Soma sacrifice was offcrt :, receives
worshipful praise.

" While .the moon plant sacrifice is in progress .io thou, O my soulm
um-'J -'ththe other chanters, sing the happiness of In.ir:, "

(Thap!"''

" Fn.ln is celebrated from the time, of ol.i, therefore let misht be..cr.bH to us by the hoMer of the thunderbolt, for hi, strength e„ua^to tne heavens m greatness" (chip. 2, hymn 8')— ^

are typical of the strain of these hymns.
The sacri^fice is referred to most frequently as a morning

sacrifice, and there are many indications to show that, origi!
nally, it was celebrated as a domestic nte by the head of the
family, probably in connection with the morning meal

Uiaps 50.6 contain the hymns used for the consecration of
the liquid during the process of distillation.

"() Soma, .10 thou consecrate the presse.i moon plant juice, bvtlu Ja^vourmg, .nebr.at.ng, drippin, process of .listillatL "
(cha^. V,

.xeZni^^'i^harr;;" n*;:-)'^'"'""'
""^""^' ''-'-'' '> -- ^-^

" Be sanct.he.l, O Soma, by this purifying operation."

.K ^u^
Wessons,—The twenty-two lessons (Adhyaya) arethe hymns proper to the worship of Soma, during the acts bywhich the sacrifice was prepared and offered. They vary

.ttle m style and interest. Their character and quality mayl^ gathered from the following extract from the sixth lesson.


