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deep theologian, and his knowledge of modern history

was only bounded by the limits cf the theme.

John Emerich Edward Dalberg Acton was bom at

Naples on the lOth of January 1834, the only son of Sir

Richard Acton, seventh baronet, and the heiress of the

German house whose name, Dalberg, he bore. An Italian

birthplace, a German mother, and an English father

stamped him from the beginning as a citizen of the world.

His grandfather. Sir John Francis Acton, had been Prime

Minister of Naples under Ferdinand the Fourth, and had

.eorganised the Neapolitan navy. His maternal grand-

father entered the service of France, and represented Louis

the Eighteenth at the Congress of Vienna, No wonder

that Lord Acton spoke German and Italian as well as

French, or that the chief foreign languages vere as familiar

to him as his own. Ir< fact, as well as in blood, he was

only half an Englishman. His entire freedom from

insular prejudice, which was peculiarly noticeable in his

opinions on Irish aifairs, must be attributed not less to his

religion than to his origin. He adhered throughout his f

life, notwithstanding ma iy difficulties which would have

shaken a less profound faith, to the Church of Rome.

Nor was he one of those Catholics who remain Catholics

because they do not care enough about the matter to

change. Liberal as he was, tolerant as he was, broad as

he was, the central truths of the Christian religion and of

the Catholic Church were not merely articles of his creed,

but guiding principles of his conduct. If these letters

show anything, they show that in Lord Acton's mind, and

in his estimate of human affairs, religion overmastered all

mundane considerations. It was with him first, and last,

and everywhere. Upon that noble text, "Where the

spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty," his life and writings

are a sermon. Hating Ultramontanism and Vaticanism

as only a passionate believer in the Church which they

disfigured could hate them, cherishing the right of private

judgment jirithin the widest limits which Rome had ever

allowed, he died, as he was baptized, in the faith of his

ancestors. Perhaps his allegiance was none the less


