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" THE GANAL QUESTION,

"The Eric to.v canal appears to be fulling into
disuec, accordivg to reports from Buffulo. The
railways aro said to bo taking freight through
from Buflalo to New York almost as cheaply as
it can bo handled by tho caual, whilo the rail-
way servico i8 much more oxpeditious, and
superior in other respects. The canal boatmen
aro said to bo tyiog up their boats and abandon.
ing their property for other pursuits. They
say that unless the canal is decpened so thoy
can carry larger loads, thero will be no use in
trying to compete with the railways.

"I'he condition of traflic on the Eric canal
which was once such a great thoroughfarc of
commerce, has an important bearing on the
wholo question of our Lorder canals, which at
the present time isattractingso much attention
in the United States and Conada.  Not long
ago a convention was held at Detroit, t‘o con-
sider the question of decp water communication
botweon the great lakes and the seabosrd. Var-
ious schemes weroe proposcd for aroute through
United States territory, connecting tho lakes
with deep water on the Atlantic seaboard.

Bat when all other propositions are fully con-
sidercd, the fact still crops up that Canada
holds the key to the situation. The only natu.
ral route is through Canadian territory. The
f.ct that tho Ecie canal is falling into disuse,
while the traffic via the Caoadian route and
Montreal is steadily increasing, only emphasiz.
es this fact. The outlet of the great lakes is
through the St. Lawrence river. This is not
only the natural outlet through which the wat.
ers of the lakes find their way to the ocean,
but it is also the only routo at once feasible for
purposes of pavigation. This route is now

~open for steamers of considerable size, and it
can bo so improved at a moderate cost as to
provide for the passage of the largest
gize of lake steamships, from Chicago
or Duluth to Montreal, We say this can
be accomplished at a moderate cost, and by
this we mean moderate in proportion to the
" importance of the work. It may be practical
to cut a water highway from the lakes through
United States territory, on a sufficiently large
scale to allow of the passage of fairly !.rge
steamships, but it would be a gigantic under-
taking. It would involve the cutting of a decp
canal from Lake Erie to the Hudson river, or

an alternato route wovld be a canal from Buffalo |

to Lake Oatario, and thence from some point
on Lake Oatario to the Hudson. Many io the
United States who havelooked into the matter,
no matter how much-they would favor a route
through their own térritory, have come to the
conclusion that the Cavadian route is the only
feasiblo one. Accordingly they urge that some
arrangement should be made by their govern-
ment with C-aada, for the use of the Canadian
route. Some time #go a' committee presented
a report to congress, “admitting that the St.
Lawrenco system is the most practical wey of
reaching tide water, and urged some way of
accuring a permanont right ‘or way for United
Statds shipping through Canadian territory.

‘Our highway to the occan is thercfore of vast”’

importanco to the United States. Tho groat
inland shipping interest of that country is scck.
ing to oxtend its usefulness in the diccction of
the sea, Lho vast exporting and imperting in-
terests centering about the great Jakes and to
the west thereof, are demanding the opeaning of
the luke route through to the ocean for large
steamers. What then is to be the route? is the
question which is agitating many a mind in
the United States,  Shall untold millions be
iuvested in (perhaps syuanderod) in o possibly
feasiblo routo through United States territory,
or shall an ¢ffort be made to come to terms with
Canada, for the further improvement of the
natural ruate, fur the advantage ot the peoplo
of thetwo countries.

Citizens of the republic naturally sce a num.
bor of objectivns in theic being dependent up.
un Canadw for a waterway to the sea. These
orc to a considerable extent sentimental, as
may be supposcd. The Det:oit convention, re.
ferred to in this article, decided in favor of a
voute through the United States, and at this
couvention tho terrible resultsof British supre.
macey on the lakes, through the control by Can.
ada of the route to the ucean, was much talked
sbout. A canal through United States torri-
tory was demanded as an offsot to the favorable
position of Canada.

Leaviug the sentimental aspect of the question
aside, and considering it sololy as a commereial
matter, thero is much to bo said in favor of the
furthor improvement of the Cauadian route to
allow of the passage of large steamships, under
an agreement which would open it on the same
terms for the shipping of both countries, Can-
ada, however, is practically independent of the
United States in this matter. At present we
are obliged to use the United States canal at
Sault Ste Mlarie, but as soon as our own canal,
which is nuw under construction at that point,
is comploted, we will have our own highway
from the head of tho lakes to the ocecan, On
the other hand, the United States is dependent
upon our Welland caual for connection botween
Lakes Erie and Ontario, and United States
shippiog is further depeadent upon our St,
Lawrence canals to reach an ocean port.

If the United States is willing to use our
waterway to the sea, that country should cer;
tainly be prepared to pay something for it.
When our Sault canal is completed, we will be
quite indopendent of * . republic. We have
spent §60,000,000 on our canaly, and we must
count upon furthier large -expenditures to in-
crease the size of the canals to permit of the
passage of a larger class of steamers than they
are now capable of floating. If the United
States is to have the privilege of using our
canals on the same terms as our own people,
the ropublic should boe picpared to grant us
some substantial advantage ia revurn.

INJURIOUS LEGISLATION.

In this country business men do not always
expect wise legislation concerning commeorcial
matters, from our federal and local parliaments.
Legislation very injurious. to commercial in-
terests has occasionally emerated fromn these
bodies. In fact there is a general fecling of
mistrust among busincss men, when any im-
portant ezmmorcial question is before federal
parliament or lecal legislature. When these
bodics arc in secssion, the commercial organ-
izations throughout the country nro obliged to

boon the alert, and many times thoy have

beon called upon to fight against weasares in-
Jurious to commorce. Much ovil legislation
lins been avorted in this way, but-injurious
measures frequently slip through unobserved,
oraropassedin thefaccofromonstrancesfrom the
commacial bodies. In tho United States com-
morcial intorests are alas frequently seriously
menaced or injured by adverse or threatened
adverselegislation, Inthisconnection wefindthe
following parageaph in the Bunloars Maqazine,
of Now York :—

“Tho defeat of the silver bill, aud tho ap.
proaching adjournmont of Congross is reflected
in improved values aud a moro confident fecl-
ing provails, It is humilating to be compelled
to admit it, but it is novertheless a fact that
Congress is an incubus to trade and a deterrer
of goneral prosperity. Politics havo taken the
place of patriotism, and legislation is based
more upon partisanship than upon a desire to
enact such laws as will be to tho best intereat
of tho couatry and peoplo. It is to be hoped
that after tho olection the situation may be
reversed, but as it now is, the whole country
will feel relioved when Congress adjourns,”

Such o situntion is cortainly humiliating, as
the paragraph quoted oxpresses it.  Qur legis.
lative bodies should bo the fieat to advance the
commercial intsrests of the country on sound
principles, but unfortunately such is not the
case. Mlachine politics rules the mtuation, and
the desire to keep in oflice, is the controlling
factor ia politics. Tno desire to please various
factions, with the object of securing votes,
sometimes calls forth peculiar legislation, dam.
aging to commercial intorests, This has been
more apparent in the Usited S:ates pechaps
than in Canada, All sorts of fads are brought
up, and it is sucprising the following some of
ticse measures secure.  Liogislation in the in-
terest, or rather wo may say the supposed in.
terest of classes, is ono of the most objection-
able features from which the commercial iuter-
ests of Canada and the Upited States are
obliged to suffer.  Wo say supposed intgrest,
for very ofton the measuces uttcrly fsil to ac.
complish tho protensions put forth by those ia-
strumental in bringing them forward. A cry
is got up, however, that such and such legis-
Jaticn is demanded in the interest of a certain
class of persons, and forthwith there is a large
following in faror of tho propassd measure, In
deferonco to this follawing, which is measured
by the number of votes represented, very
shady legislation. is sometimes passed, The
silver bill referred to in the paragraph quoted
above, is a good samplo of pernicious class leg.
islation. If vur governing bodies wero mado
up aud conducted wmare upon common aense
business principles, and much less upon the
idea of party oxpediency, it would be very
much better for the country.

EDUCATION IN MANITOBA.

The decision of the Privy Council in the
Manitoba school case has revived intense in-
teres! in this important question, and from one
cud of ths Dowinion to the other the press has
been actively engaged discussing the issue,
The cass is one of the most important which
was ever sent to the Privy Counsil from Canada,
and the result has been a complete triumph Tor
the Manitoba government.

All our readers may not be familiar with this
colebrated caso, the particulars of which are
bricfly as follows: Up to two years ago a de-
nomenational school system prevailed in Mau-




