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THE CANAL QUESTION.
'fic Erio ta .v canal appears ta be fulliîîg iuta

dieot, accordin)g ta reports fraom Buffalo. The
railways ara sali ta ho talcing frcighit througli
froin Buffalo ta New York almost ns cheaply as
it can bo haniled by tha osutal, whihte i rail.
v;ay service is muclu more expeditious, unit
sruperior in other respects. Thle canal hoatinen
a-te sa t ho tyiog up their boats aud abaandon.
ing thai r property for otlier pursuits. ihoy
Say that unless flio canal is depctie 80 they
can carry larger luais, thoeo svill be nu ttu in
trying te compoe with tho railwvays.

Tho condition a! trafflo on the Erie canal,
which was once such a great thoronghfarc of
commerce, lias an important hearing on the
whnla question of aur border canais, whielî at
the proserit iue is attracting sa mucis attention
in file United .States an<l Canada. Not long
aga a convention was helà ai Detroit, ta con.
aider thse question o! deep ivater communication
betyeon tise great lakes and thse seabo-ard. Var.
ious scisemes were proposci for a route tbrough
United S tates territory, connecting tho lattos
with deep water on thse Atlantic Beahoard.

BAs when ait othuer propositions are fnlly con.
siderci, the tact still Cr0158 up tisai Canada
holds tie bey ta the situation. Tho anly natu.
rai route is through Conadiau territory. Thse
f.ct that the Ene canal is falling inta disuiso,
white tho traffie via the Canadian route snd
Montreal. is Btcadily incrcasing, only ompisasiz.
as this iact. The outlet of the great lakos is
through tho St. Lawrence river. This is nt
only tie natural outiet throngh wlîich the %vat.
crs of thse lakes find their way ta flie oceau,
but it is aiso the anly routo ai once feasiblo for
purposes o! navigation. This route is now
open for steamiers of consiierable size, and it
can ho so improved at a moderato cust as te
provide for the passage af tise largest
size o! latte steamahips, frant Chsicago
or Duluth to Montrent. iVe say this eau
bo nccomplishcd at a moderato cost, and by
this we mean moderato in proportion ta the
importance of thse wark. It may ho practical
ta eut a water higbwa:y front tbo labos through
United States territary, on a suffie ently largo
scalo ta allow of tise passage o! fairly .rgo
steamships, but 1h wvould be a gigantie under.
taiig. It would involve tIse cutting e! a deap
canal frain Lake Erio ta the Hudson river, or
an alternato route wouli be a canal frai» Bu!ffalo
te Labko Ontaria, and thenco fra» saonte point
on L-ake Ontario ho the Hudson. MaDy lu thse
United S tatas who have lookei mb thse matter,
ne matter how much -they ivould favor a route
tbrough their awn territary, have cornte ta the
conclusion tisai the Canadiau routa la thse only
feasibleoane. Accordingly thpy urge that sonme
arrangement should ho made by thoir goveru.
mont with G..,aada, for tho use of the Canadian
routa. Saute turne tugo a! commnitte presenitti
a raport ta congress, airnitting tisat tIhe St.
Lawrece systim us tise moat practical way of
reachiug tido water, and urgea sanie way o!
nocutrin a permnent rigisi'or \vay %or United
.Statàs shipping tirougis Cacadlinj territory.

tur. lghway Ia the occan is ther foro o!. vasi'

importanco te the UJnited States. Tito great
inlanul thippimîg intercst of tliai country is neek.
ing ta extond its useefutîness in the direction of
tuie soa. Tite vust exportiiîg and iimupnrting ii.
icroats ceîutcriîig about the great lsase und ta
the West thuertof, are demanding tise openinig o!
thîe luizu route iliroiil to tlie accan for large
steamecrs. itu thoen is ta bo thie route? ie flic
question whîicl la agitating miauy a mini lit
tlic United States. Shiah untoldi mullionb ha
invesîci. lu (ptrhaps eujuandered> lu a poBBibly
feible route througli United States territory,
or sahl an effort ho mîade ta came ta tarmes witIs
Canada, for tlie further mmiprovenent of the
niaturel ruata, fuir die étivantu of ti he peuple
o! uic two counâtrics.

Citizenis o! thic rcpubhic naturally se a nuin.
ber of objections in their heing depenubent up.
un Canada fuir a svaterway ta the sen. Tiiese
are te a cousiderable extent sentimental, as
may ho suppusci. The Detuait convention, re.
ferrai te in tbis article, dicl ii favor o! a
ronte througli tIse United States. and rit thîis
convention the terrible rcsjulta of British supra.
macy on tise lakes, through thse contrai by Can.
ada o! the route ta thse ucean, %vas muaI tallbcd
about. A canal througli United States terri.
tory was demandai as an offset ta thîe favorable
position o! Canada.

Leaviug thse sentimental aspect a! the question
aside, and consfiering it aohaly as a commercial
mattar, thero is rnuch ta ho ssii in favor of the
furthor impravement o! tise Canadian route ta
alhow o! thse patsage of large steamships, under
an agremnt wbich wvouli open it on tise saine
termes for tbe shipping o! bathi countries. Càn.
ada, bowovcr, is praetically indepenient o! the
United States iu Ibis matter. At prosenit we
are obligeda ta use flic United States canal ai
Sauît Ste Maria, but as soen as our own canal,
which is nuuv under construction at thut point,
is completed, we will have our own highway
fronts the lieni o! tho labos to» tIi» acean. On
the other baund, tise United S tatas is depenient
upon aur %Volland canal for connection hotwcca
Labos Brio and Ontario, und United States
shipping iii furtbcr depeudent uipon aur St.
Lawrence canais ta renais an acean port.

If the United States la willing ta use auir
watcrîvay ta the son, that country shiauli cor.
tainly ho preparcd ta psy sornetbing for 1h.
Whben aur Sauhi canal is complctei, wvo will bo
quite indopendent, o! ..ý republie. We bave
spent S60,OOO,Ot>O an our canalt', sud sve must
coaa upon furthier harge -expenditurcs ta in-
creaso tbe size o! tile canaIs ta permit o! thse
passage of a larger class a! steamers than they
are naw capable o! floating. If the Ulnited
States is ta have the privihege o! using aur
canais an the samne termes our aiv peuple,
thse republic shili ho pieparai ta grant u
saie substantial advantage lu icturn.

INJURIGUS LEGISLATION.
Iu Ibis country business mon do net alwsys

çoaýpct wizo leglslation concernicg commercial
inaiters, frait our federal and local parliaments.
Logislation very injurious. ta commercial iu-
tucalts lias ou'aasionally emenaici frai» ibose
bodies, In fact thare la a geral feeling o!
mistrust arnong business mion, wheu any in.-
portait, pznairr.orcial question la beforo faderaI
parliauient or local legisiAture. %Vhen tise
bouies arc la ssilon, the commercial argan-
izations througisout the country arc obligea ta
ho on thse alcri, ani rany tiînes they bave

beau called upon to tiglit against meaasures in-
Jurious te commeorce. Xuoh cvil logislatlon

hlibcou Avorted in thtis way, but*lojurious
ulcasurca frcquently slip tbrough unobsorved,
or arepas8edin tîe face of remous tranea«fromn the
cumiiiicial, boies. lit fli U niteil States com*
mercis! intereste arc aII3) frequcntly iieriously
îîîcnaced or injureil by adverse or throatenod
advcrselegislation. latlaisconnectio ofiod the
following parai4raph in the iuukerzi' A~ai
of New York

«'Tîo doent of thic silver bill, aud tho apt-
proaching adjournmont ot Congra is reflccted
in imnproved vaines aud a more confident feel-
ing revails. Itl a luumillating to bo compolled

teUiti.but it is nevertheless a tact that
Congrcss is an incubus te trade and a deterrer
o! general prosperity. L'olitics havo tabou the
place of patriotisin, and legislation is basai
mxoro upon parti8anship than upon a desire ta
enact such laws as will bie to tho best intercat
of tho country and peoplo. It is ta bo hoped
that a! ter the clection the situation may bo
reversai, but as it auow is, the whîole country
wiIl foci relievod Whou Congrcss ndjouras."

Such a Situation is cortainly bumiliating, as
the paragraph <juoted expresses it. Our logis.
lativo bodics shnuld bo tha tirst ta advance the
commercial intirests of the country an suna
principles, but unfortunately sncb is nlot the
case. Machine politios rules tho situation, andi
the desire ta keop in office, le the controlling
factor in polities. Trio desîro ta piease varioes
factions, with theoabject o! securing votes,
soinetimes --ails forth poculiar leglalation, dam-.
iging ta commercial inturis. This lias lieou
more apparent in flic Unitcd $ziates perhaps
than iu (huais. Ait sorte of fade are brought
up, and it is Bturprising the following sorte of
tihese mneasures sectiro. Lggislation in the in.
tercet, or rather we may say the aupposed in.
teret of classes, is ono of the most objection.
aide features front which thse commercial iuter.
csa of Canada and the United States are
obligca to suifer. WVo say suppoted interest,
for very ofren the mecastires utctrly faitl te ac*
comnplish tho pretenians put forth by those ici.
strumental in bringing tlîein forward. A cry
ls got up, hiowever, thait sucis and such logis-
latien is donianded la the interet o! a certitin
clasa a! persons, aui forthwith there is a large
followiug infa'. or o!thsepropassi measure. la
deferenco ta this foll.iwing, which is mneasured
by thse number o! votes represented, very
shady legishation. is sometimes passed. TJse
silver bill referred ta in the paragraph qnotec!
above, is a good samplo of pernicions clais log.
istation. If unr governing bodies were made
up andl condticted tinne upon conmmun tentse
business principlas, and mucis lesA upon the
idea of party expediecy, it wonld be very
mnucis botter for the country.

EflIUATION J IN ITO BA,
Tito decision of tise Privy Council in tbo

Manitoba school case bas revived intense in.
ferez. iu itis important question, and frant ane
oui o! ths Doîrinion ta flho other the proie bas
been actively engagea discusaing the issue.
Thoe caso is o~ne of the mst important wbich
wvas ever sent ta 2ho ]?rivy Counoil from Canada,
ana tue rcait, lias beu a comploe triumph for
tho Manitoha governinent.

Ail aur readors may not bcfan'iliar with tiiis
celebratcd cate, the particulars of whlch are
briefly as follows : Up ta two years ago a, de.
noinenational scbool systent prevauiled ln Mau-
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