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Tur CANADA Lustokxaay is publidiad in the inters s of the lumber
trade amd of allied induaries throughout the Domini. . being the only res
presentativein Canada of this foremont branch of the custaercs of thitcoun-
try.  ltaimsat giving full and timcly information on all sutjects touching
thete interests, discussing thes: topics editorially and inviting free discus.
sion by others,

Expecial pains are taken to secure the latest and mot trustworthy mars
ket quotations from various points throughout the world, so as to affond to
the trade it Canada information on \\hl(?l it can rely in 2is operations,

Special correspondents in localities of inyportance present an accurate
report n only of prices and the condition of the market, but alw of other
matters specially interesting to our read But currespondence is not
only welcome, but is invited from all who have any information to com
muticate 0F subjects to dicuis, 1elating to the trade orin any way allecting
it.  Even when we may not he able to agree with the writers we will give
them a fair opportunity for free discutsion as the best means of eliciting
shetnueh  Any items of interest are particulatly requested, for even if nut
o« , at importanct individually they contribute to a fund of information
from which generml resulis are obtained,

Advertisers will receive careful attention and libera) treatment. We
need not poing out that for many the CANADA LUSIBERMAN, with s ape.
cial class of readerx, is not only an eaceptionally good inedium for sectring
prublicity, but is indisg Dle for those who would bring themnselves before
the notice of that class,  Spedial attention isduected to * WasTrt and
S FOR SALE® adsertisements, which will be inserted in 2 conspicuous pwsie
tion at the uniform price of 15 cents per line for eachansertion,  Announce-
wents of this character will be subject to a discount of 2§ per cent, if
ordered for four successive iscues or longer.

Subscribers will find the small amount they gay for the CANADA Lun-
DBRERMAN quite insignificant as comnpared with its vilue to them. There is
not an indizidual in the trade, of specully tuterested 1 61, who shyuld not
be on our Jist, thus_obuaining the preent benefit and aiding and encours
aging us 10 render it even more complete.

THE DUTY ON BOOM LOGS.

ATTENTION has been directed agam to the question
of the duty on Loom logs, *hrough a letter sent out by
Mr. Walace, Controller of Customs, instructing collect-
ors to collect dut; on boom logs and chains, used in the
towing of logs from the Georgian Iay waters to Sagi-
naw. This matter caused some wntauon, 1t wili beae.
membered, between the governments of the United
States and Canada in May and June last, with the result
that the order to exact duties was withdrawn. The sup-
position was that the order had been rescinded and that
we would hear no more about the matter. This, how-
ever, docs not seem to have been Mr. Wallace’s inten-
tion. He states that he simply suspended the order and
referred it to the Department of Justice. In the inter-
val he has been engaged in other duties and for a time
was out of the country. Now, that he has returned, the
matter comes before him agamn with the decision from
the Department of Justice that the regulation is quite
legal, whereupon  Mr. Wallace has taken steps to see to
its enforcement.  Inaninterview on the subject the Con-
troller took the ground that it was a simple matter for
United States lumbermen to escape payiment of duty by
complying with section 14 of the customs act, which
reads partly as follows: ‘‘Any goods or packages being
the growth, produce or manufacture of Canada, and hav-
ing been exported therefrom and intended to be returned,
may be admitted free of duty on being reimported into
Canada, provided such goods or packages are branded
or marked by the collecter of customs on being export
cd.” Logs being cheaper in Canada than in the United
States, Mr. Wallace suggests that lumbermen make
their booms out of Canadian logs. $o far as the duty
on the chamns used in their construction is concerned
thesc are subject to a duty of only § per cent., which is
not a serious matter. It has been pointed out by an
Ouawa correspondent of the Globe:  *‘That as the re-
gulation works both ways the owners of the tugs and
booms will be between two fires, because if they comply
with section 14 of the Canadian customs regulauons they
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will render themsclves liable to pay customs duty on the
United States side, so that if they got nd of their Amen-
can made booms to escape Canadian duty they would
bring themselves under the dutiable list of the Umted
States.  Under the Wilson Bill the booms would be
subjected to the duties imposed on iron chains, because
where an article was made of two o1 more materials it
is assessed at the lighest rate at which the same would
be chargeable if composed wholly of the component ma-
terial of the cheap value.  As iron is material of greater
value than wood the jron duties would probably be ap-
plied.”

It is unfortunate, in connection with tariff affairs,
that there should constantly be some tnfling matter of
this kind croppimg up. Commerce at the best 1s tender-
ly sensitive and does not usually benefit by the application
of irrntating forces. It will bea happy day, and one which
will, perhaps, as much as anything else, bring commer-
cial prospenty, when governments will learn the lesson
that in tariff legislation, above all other classes of leyis-
lation, when conditions are fixed they should remain
fixed.  Whether one may have held to the opinion, prior
to the passage of the Wilson Bill, that an export duty
shauld have been placed on logs going out of Canada, or
that these should have remained free, there was only one
opinion among the level-headed men of the lumber
trade, irrespective of political leanings, that an injury
was done to the trade m Canada at the ume that the
Minister of Finance, without saying anything more,
stated that he was seriously considering the question of
rennposing the duty on logs.

A similar view is taken of the present movement on
the part of the Controller of Customis, At the most,
the matter 1s not of uny great moment, and the order
having been withdrawn at the time, should have re-
mamed in that position for all time, The towing season,
of course, 1s pracucally over for the present, so thatitis
hardly likely that inmediate trouble will ensue. Bat
the Controller’s action will remain as a sort of challenge
thioughout the coming months to the United States
government, and in place of helping to solve any differ-
ences of opiniun that may existn regard to the details
of the tariff, as applicd to lumber, and there are yet
some points that .re not practically clear to the trade,
it will senie as A condation tu widen these differences.

‘The temper of Umted States lumbermen, as re-
flected through the trade journals of that country, would
indicate that at the next metting of Congress cfforts will
be made to secare an amendment to the Wilson Bill,
which would permit of retaliatory mcasur~s fiom Wash-
ington in the case of such action as has ¢ ¢ present been
taken by Controller of Customs Wallace.  One must, of
course, take with a gramn of salt statemcnts made un-
der circumstances of the kind, but even if nodified they
go to confirm what we have contended fo n these com-
ments that the cffort of governments ia all such cases
should be to allay irritation, rather than to: intensify it.
The difficulty that exists in British Columbia, thanugh
cedar being placed on the dutiable list, and which will
probably come before Congress at Washington in some
shape will not be helped, so faras Canadian interests are
concerned, by this trouble over boom sticks.

LUMBER FRBIGHT RATES,

ThE reductions that have been made by the Canadian
Pacific Railway in freight rates on lumber from Rat
Portage and Keewatin to Winnipeg and other points
will be acceptable to the lumbermen of that district.
Local trade, at least, will be helped.  There is room for
a general agitation at alinost every point for more favor-
able freight rates from the railways. The burden of
heavy freight rates is handicapping the lumber trade of
this countrv. At a conference of the boards of trade of
New Brunswick, held at St. John, N. B., within the
month a resolution was passed calling for a special lum-
ber rate on the Intercolonial railway from the North
Shore points during the winter scason tothe open winter
ports of the Maritime provinces as a means that would
add greatly to the business of the railways, and would
largely develop the export fumber trade and enable that
section of our province to participate in the Canadian
export lumber rade to the Umited States, West Indies,
and South American ports in the winter scason. In
the Ottawa district, were it not for the Canadian

Atlantic Railway, and other local lines bwlt largely
by Jumber capital, the slppmyg trade there, would e
handicapped even further than it is to-day.  lhe
complaint comes to the LUMBERMAN from onc of the
largest lumber shippers m the east, that it would bea
sorry position for the lumber trade if they were depenl:
cut absolutely on our two great railways.  This isa con.
dition of affans that calls for a determined protest fiom
the commerctal wterests of the country. ‘The counmry
has richly endowed these railways and enabled them
1o occupy the position that they do to-day. 1t is abom
time that a measure of gratitude was shown and rates
made favorable to large shippers. Tlhe aunswer s at
hand, of course, from the railways, that their rates are
as low to-day as the extent of the traffic that comes to
them will permit. A reduction of these rates will extend
that traffic, expand the business of the country, widen
the outlet in many different ways, and m the growth of
commerce through these means no one interest would
ultimately be more benefited than our large railway <y»-
tem. ‘The reduction in the Northwest alluded to repre-
sent 5% c. per 100 Ibs. on C. I, R. rates on lunber fiom
Rat Portage to Manitoba points, and 11c. per 100 Ibs
from Foit William on the same commodity.

EDITORIAL NOTES,

‘Tue adage is an old one that with the majority of
men, the stable door is not usually locked until after the
horse is stolen. After the number and extent of the
losses suffered during the past summer through fire, the
advice to lumbermen to keep well insured secms rather
foolish, But it is by bitter experience, only, sometimes
that human nature profits, and the severity of the losses
in this manner should emphasize the necessity for every
lumberman going at once into the watter of insurance:
figure how this compares with the value of his plant and
then having fixed his insurance, henceforth watch care-
fully as the premiums come due, and do not get caughs
with a fire twenty-four hours after a policy has exprred
We write these lines 1 the interests of the lumbermen
and without a brief from any insurance company.

A STRONG company is that which has been formed
under the title of the New York and Canada Lumbe
Co., Ltd., with Mr. Geo. E, Dadyge, president ; Mr. Titws
B. Meigs, vice-president ; Mr. Robt. M. Cox, of Liver
pool, Eng., director, and Mr. Guy E, Robinson, genert
manager and treasurer.  The offices of the Companv are
at 18 Broadway, New York. The thoroughly cosmo
politan character of the lumber business is shown m jus
such announcements as this.  [ts international characte
is indicated by the number of lumber concerns to-das
operating in Canada and the United States, composel
jointly of Canadian and United States capitalists. lo
the case of the new company named, we have a well-kows
English lumberman constituting one of the company
The size of the average lumber transaction and the
fact that lumber finds its way into almost all parts of the
world ought to constitute it a missionary agent of coar
siderable influence in making the people of one country
acquainted with those of other countries, and it will, no
doubt, have a tendency to broaden the views of all who
have anything to do with this important commercial pro
duct. At the time of the Warld's Fair, a year ago,ue
had occasion to note the visit to Ottawa of three pronn
nent lumber merchants from Turkey, whose mission was
to inspect the lumber of that district, having leamed of B
its excellent quality, with a view of forming a buuness |8
conncection. L.ast montk: a visitor 1o our lumber markets
was here from South America, and so it is, that througb
its lumber resources this country becomes widely knowa
abroad and the conditions that apply here, as we hawe
intimated, also apply elsewhere. The term of nidicule
that in times past had Leen applicd to Canady, as 3
“blawsted wooden country”is one that can be borne with
good grace under all these conditions,

An Ouawa lumberman says: As much speculatiod
has been indulged in as to the value of lumber piles, 22
cxpert’s opinion might be given. Each complete lumbes
pile contains variously between from 16,000 to 20,00
feet, and the value of the contents ranges from §:, the
lowest grade, 1o $30 per 1,000 fect of the very highes
grade.



