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If tho bill had been sent up o second
time, of course the Lords would have
repeated their excuses that it had not
been submitted to the country, and
they would have said again that the
bill bind not been sufticiently discuseed,
because tho Tory party would have
obstructed it more successfully in the
second seesion even than in the first,
Liaving the training of the first session
as & matter of ndvantage. The Lords
would havo repeated their former pre-
texts, the bill would have been thrown
out sgain, and the session would have
been wastod: no DBritish reforms
would hiave Leon carried, the British
slectors would have been discontented,
u ecction of the Liberal party would
have been elulled, the unity of that
party would have been injured, aud
the Home Rule cause to a great and
definite degreo would have been
wenker than it is to.dsy. A wise
course wag pursued, and I am of
omuon that, even if the Government
had simply gone to the country at the
next election a3king the people to re-
aftirm the Home Rule Bl and not
presenting a resolution aguinst the
Lords, that would be an unsafe courre ;
because even if there were at the next
clection & majority for Home Rule the
Lords, who ure never at a loss for
good excuses or bad excuses as the
case may be, would bave said : ** It is
true tlus bill ¥as submitted to the
country, it is trne you have a majority,
but when you went to the country
you submitted to the people other
weasures as well as this, but they
wanted the othier measures ; they did
not want this bill, and you are not
cntitled to conclude a masjority on
other measures as being a majority on
the Home Rule Bill."” "No, but » clear
and decisive course hus been taken,
for the Government have now resolved
not only to 2o to the country again
upon the Home Rule Bill within a
very linited time to ask the people to
declare once more that the principle
aftinited in 1598 shall now be carned
into effect, but they are going to the
country with a resolution of the House
of Commons declaring that the power
of the House of Lords shall not again
be used to defeat the will of the peo-
ple, neither npon flome Rule for Ire-
Isnd or upon any otlier measure,

IRFIAND, THK TENANTS AND THE LORDS,

The question of the House of Lords,
and I think, fellow-countrymen,
are very indifferent whether there i1s o
House of Lords or not so long as the
power to do wrong to Ircland is taken
away from tl:em, but there may be
many Englishmen who would not be
ready to abolish the House of Lords,
the English having a taste for ancient
law-1akers, but would yet be willin
to curb their power to defeat the wi
of the people ; and, thevefore, I think,
from the practical point of view that
in order to obtain a majority sufficient
to teach the House of Lords that the
will of the people must il, the
Government have ado the
udicious course in resolving to go to
the country upon the question that
when the Commons, the representative
Chamber, pass any bill. and adhers to
the hill, that—though the Lords may
suggest amendments—that that bill
shall pass into law in the form affirmed
by the Commons. I believe that the
most judicioua course ins been talen,
and regarding the whole situation
with what experience I have, I say
that, considering the circumstances,
and weighing all the obstacles, the
Liberal party, upon the gquestion of
Home Rule, have proceeded with all
the diligence, with all the good faith,
with all the energy that circumetances
renderod possible, and that they pro-
ceeded in the mode most Likely to
sscure the earliest and most sure suo-
ctss. DBefore I conelude, I wish 4o
say that the Liberals have done some-
thing more than proceed upon the
Home Rule question. They appointed
the Evicted Tenants' Commission,
and in the second of their tw sessions,

baving dealt with the financial busi-
ness of the year, and with that afleet-
fug the whole of Great Dritain aund
Ireland, they passed through the
House of Commons the Evicted Teu-
ants’ Bill—not & perfect bill. Fow
bille ave perfect, and I think the char-
soter of perfeotion could hardly be
atlributed to any British bill for lre-
land, but at auy rate it was a bill,
even as it stood, which would have
settled nine-tenths of the evicted ten
ants’ question at onoe, and thoe rest of
it in a little time. The Lords threw
out the bill. The GGoverument are no
more Lo blame for the act of the Lords
on that bill than they are for the act
of the Lurds upon the greater and
more iinportant wmeasure. The Gav
ernment have declared the Lvicted
Teuants' Bill to be urgent—to be
necegsary in the interests of the gov
ernment of Ireland, and that being so,
it will be their duty again at the car-
lieet practicable date to chisllenge the
Judgment of the Lordsupon it. The
Government have done more-- they
have appointed a cominttee to examine
the whole Irish land question.

That bill will be brought befare the
House of Commonas in the forthcoming
ssssion. I lLelieve it will be found
that it will be swept through the
tlouse of Commons by s nsjority
suflicient to persuade the Lords, es
pecially under the pressure of the im
pending general election, that the
wisest course for them will be, with

all possble speed, to pass that bill
into law.

ONLY ONK CJOUD 1IN THR IRINSH SKY,

There is only one dark cloud 1n our
sky, only ono danger threatens. \We
bear murmurings and threatenmngs of
dissension that every Irishman will
take to hus heart. The force of our
mo to is that « Lnity is strength -
Weare told in letters and specchies
that Ircland will be asked to return a
misjority to support one man or his
policy or his views. 1 will name no
man. I will not attribute to any man
an unpatriotic  intention ; but 1
will say, and especially after recent
experiences, 1 do not believe that Ire.
land ever will return a majority to
support any mun or the views or the
policy of any man. lIreland belioves
that there is safety in & multitudo «f
counsellors. Ireland will adbere to
the course through which her cause
bas been advanced through many
difficulties und through many trials.
U will not at the present stage attridute
to any one the the intention to do
anything against the interest of the
oountry, but if it were possible that
the representatives of the people who
have been fsithfal to their maudate,
fathfal in the House of Cowmons,
faitbful {0 the country, should be at.
tacked and threatencd with expulsion
from pablic life beomuse they have
sustained the chairman of the party,
the committee of the party and the
party iteelf, then I say that the coun-
try, so far from sustaining any attack,
such an atiack could not fail to
reonil upon any one who would make
it. [ trust, therefore, that public
opinion will declare ataelf with no un.
certain sound, that the people will
indicate their determination that the
constituencies shall freely return in
consaltation with tue Insh party the
best men that they can find; that
these men, each acting upon his con-
science and independent judgment,
shall determine the questions that
come bedore them in thair Inish party ;
that thess questions when they are de-
termined, the judgment shall be
acoepied by every man of that party
and that the party in fature, ag 1n its
most glorious times in the past, shall
g0 forward ae a united party. Fellow-

ooanirymen, we are in the last
and most critical stage, one ad-
vanoe beyond which us the
point of ultinate victory. If the
Ivish tatives fail to con-

osive to perform the great duty

that lice upon them, if the Irish ‘E:o
plo fuil to impose that duty upon them

by the legitimato fores of publio opin

fon, then I say that oause, even at the

point of vietory, may mnk, and may

possibly sink beyond the reach of re-

covery for many & day. But if the
Trish party, 1 as hope, and as 1 believe
and as I expeot, stand togethier, and
inspired by the unity of an aunient
and of a determined people stand to

gether inall emergencies remembering
that the things on which thoy are
united are vast and great compared to
the trifle ns to which they may differ,
remewmbering that they are strurgling
for the most suprowe rights, for the
most escred intereels of a people, then
I beliove you will soon obtain the
soveroign cure for all the ills of Ire

land —tho right to make ber own laws,
and the right to have Ler own laws
administered and her own resouces
applied with native carc and native
skill to the peace and welfare of the
people.

HEALY AND DILLON,

Mossrs. Healy and Dillon spoke at
Meagherafelt. After pointing with
satisfaction to the faot that many
Urangemen of Ulster were sdopting
the land views which a few years ago
wero condemued as treason Mr. Healy
made a stirring appeal for suppot:

We are entering on the final time
of strugglo on the Home Rule ques
tion. We Lave in oftice a Government
that, I believe in my heart, means
honestly and fairly by Ircland
(Cheers.: You have in office a Chief
Secrctary who-—nobudy criticises him
more than { do-—mneans, 1 believe,
Lionestly and fairly aud squarely and
uprightly by the Irish people (clieers),
and wlile | criticise the moderation of
his admumistration 1 firmly believe
that the farmers of Ircland will not
be disappuinted iu this Land Bill that
he is goiug to introduce for vou
‘cheers), und further I believe that
they will not be disappointed in tha
energy and determination with which
he will push the Bill through the
Uouse of Commons. (Cheers.) Ac-
cordingly we must here in Ulster
espec ally, strenghiten Lis Lands, and
give the Bil of which he will be in
charge that momentum and ateam
thet will carry it safely through Par-
liment, and when that work 1 finish-
¢d we shall come before you again and
ask you 1o return us once more W
Parliament, and send humbugs like
Loa about their business. 1Cheers.)
Before that day comes there will be a
revision of the voters’ liet in South
Derry.  Your votes are now the wee-
pons with which you must work for
dour country. Do not grudge o little
lime given in tne revision courts,
though it may be harvest time
(Cheers.) Many a night your mem.
bers bave to spend in the House of
Commons in your service, 80 do not
grudge spending s few hours at the
revision for the suke of the old land.
(Cheers.) You Lave not been disap-
pointed in the work that has been
done for you in the last fiftesn years.
There is ot & man in the crowd who
cannot lay his hand on his heart and
say that: * The work that has been
done in the last fifleen years has made
e a better and happier man”
(Cheers) Is there a man who can
say that the wolk has been thrown
away or lost? (Cries of “No, no.”)

DON'T, THEX, HECOMX SKLYINN,
don't forget your neighbour, don't for-
get the evicted tenants. (Cheers.)
You may be masters of your own
holdings, but don't forget the wounded
soldiers who feught tor you and won
the battle. (Cheers.) Puash on,
standing brother with brother, farmer
with farmer, laborer with laborer, and
before loog, with the help of God,
this county of Decry, this provines of
Ulster, will throw in its lot and unite
in the grand army of w‘:{ that
will bring tlus long struggle of oen-

tuties 0 a glorious
termination. (Prolonged cheering. )

Mr. John Dillon. who next address«]
the meeling, in the coures of & lengtly
speech -poeo as follows:
Proud am I indeed t0 think tha
Derry, this old historie county, a
sounty which will for ever romn:
illnetrious in the annale of Irish patr
otism, if for no other reason tha:.
because it gave birth to Johin Mitel.'
~(loud cheers)—proud am I from th;
latform to be in a position to sy t.
y that I have read with prido ar |
gratification and & sense ol ronow: i
strength the resolutions passed U
every braneh of the Federation in tha-
division, of confidence in the Irsi.
Party. (loud oheers.) That part,
does enjoy the confidenoe of the peopl,
of Bouth Derry. (Cbeers.) With.ut
that confidenoce it would be idle for u-
or for any Iriih Party to prelend t
you that we ocould oross the sea and
fight your battle effectually in the
House of Commons. (CUheers, and
cries of * You have our confidence.”
Gentlemen, I belisve that never 1n the
history of & people has there existed u
more purely Demoorstio party than
the Irish party. (Hear, hear,; W
are the creation of the people. W.
owe every element of strength which
we have to the people of thi~
couniry. We displayelit whenwe first
same into existence and drove out of
the representation of the country what
I have been blamed for ealling ** tho
so-called respectables (loud eheers),
and I say it will be an evil day for the
Iridnaopkvhenthoygoh.ckwthe
30 called res;

to retarn v;o Democratic
& party depended .
enoe from week 10 week and from day
to day on your confidense and on tiie
sssurance of your support. (A Voiee
E" l\l'on ha:; i, oboleu.) Noverdm
e bistory of & people, in my judg
ment, bas there been & party so tru.
in touch with the workingmen of u
country as this Irish Party has been
in touch with you. (Cheers.) Mor it
is the literal fact that all that we have
done for Ireland—and I claim we have
doae for our country such as no pacty
ever did for any country—(cheers) —we
have been enabled to do solely only
by the knowledge which was planted in
the minds of the people of England
that at our backs was & united people
who had in us the utmoet confidence.
{Cheers.) That condition of affairs
entails upon thie people a responsibility,
& serious and great responsibility,
which they cannot cast off. The Irish
Party have discharged their duty, al-
though, perhaps, 1 ought not to say
what I am going to say, being a mem-
ber of that party myself, but I claim
that we have discharged our duty to
you ;andas wearea party,
and as we are faithful 10 yon, so then
YOUR DUTY 1S TO BK FAITHFUL 10 UR
(Cheers.) To do nothing and to sy
nothing which ean mtrike down our
arms or weaken them in the fight
vhwhnvmhnwwngoforyouin
the Parliament of Enyland.

Mr. John Pinkerton, M.P., who was
received with great cheering, said he
was proud to be there that day at the
great National demonstration. When
tbeydbad :3::1’ D.i‘ldl:n ‘;nd Tim Healy
standing si ide (chieers), fighti
the oause of the Irish put:.ghtb:‘j
might be certain of success (cheers)
There was not an i




