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IflE CATHOLIO REGISTEIL.

ABOUT CATHOLIO CLUBS.

The Catholic Churcli is tlîc iiost
pericct arganizatian an cartli. Silo
is a most pcricct organizatian, and tlhe
fruitful mother oi organizations. Slue
lias hier great Religiotîs Orders, bier
Congregations, Communities, Confra-
ternities, Sodalities, and tlîat Iatest
splendid nmanifestation of organized
prayîr and %ork-thc Lonegue ai tlhe
Sacred Ucart, nowv counting its ncmn-
bers by millions.

But though the Citurcli 50 favors
the citation anid dcvelopineiît of tliese
special arganizations, indecd l)erliaps
because she docs, our Catholic peofle
a-id their pastors too are hiable to
forget the necd as wcll as the power
of purcly social organization.

'lho Catholic Cliurch is a sîlperna'
tural society foundcd by Christ for
tbc salvation ai souls. But the Chutreli
ai Christ is îlot supernatural only.
Like ber master and' model sile is
buman and divine. lier members on
carth arc moitaI rmen, United by social
tics, and the Church is for the salva-
tion ai buman society as %volt as for the
salvation ai immortal sauls. Now it
is this social part of the Clburch's work
that Catbolics înay not suifficielutly
value. Those wbho have strayed froîn
the centre and source of rcveailed
trutb'and supernat:îral lifc, arc iorced
as it were in self.defence, ta miake
their religion eritirely social. Wlîilc
Catholiés, who iel secuire iin their
certairity of iaith anid unity ni warshîp),
may bc too easily contenît witb the.
niercly supernutural. By ail means
let pastars and -£alous Anssionary
priots cxlîort the faitbiul, and get
aIl they cari, ta, joiri Sodalities, Con
iraternities and Leagues of t'rayer.
But let thena remnember for that flot in
bread atone deth mai live, thaugb
that blesscd Bread be divine, and that
H-e who told us ta, pray always, did
flot tell us to bc always at pra>'er.
Christians arecRot ta bc of the world,
but thcy are ta bc ini the world, anid
tbey must learn boiv ta titili?.e this life
whitecfitting themsclvcs for the niet.
It is truc indeed that Catholies have
secular societies, that cxist cbiefly, if
not only, for eartlily iiiterests. Such
are aur beneficial, financial, and pro.
tective associations. But besides the
societies that are purely spiritual, or
primarilysecular, ive need arganizations
that shall be principally social ; that
will fit in, as it were, bctweri tie
religiaus anid the secular, arid taking
something -trom each liarnionize bath.
It is aten said arid truly that this is
the agé ai the people, and preachers
talk to us about the apostolate ai the
lait>'. But if the Catbolic laity are ta
use their pover anid be niurtli> ai their
apostolate, thev must be more united
socially. The 'meeting in church for
prayer, or in the hired baIl for business,
bazaar, or public lecture, is not suffi-
cient for their social nceds. Amongst
the farernast ai thase social needs,
is a mutual anid more intimate knun.
ledgeoi each orber. Such k nunledge
and friendl>' companionship as should
'l6àd ta social bIarmony and civic
strengh ; twa' things that are flot as
characteristic of' Catholics as tbey
should be. Thon, aur peaple, especi-

ally aur young peaplle, must hsci THE EPIPHANY.
amlucement. And legitimate recreatiori
and inniocenît îleastre slîoîld î>e ane T'1omorrow, January 6th 1 iceClurch
af the principal abjects ai a so"ial eclebrates the greait ienst Oi the
organi.atian. Mmlii is tiat al muscles Epipîîany, wilîih is closcly concectcd
but netier îs lie ail and oîîly nind.i witlî Chîristmnas itot oîîly by reasna
l>hysicial cultui,' may be uîidui> temse> a îticîm,îu ioî
exaltcd, but it iiay be Ps undui .v the iîistory oaiete to days. ais

ignared, or unjustly coiidcninced. For sanie cnturies sevcrai local
'I'lerc is really ioathing hiereticai or ciîurcliies ('nserrated tliis day ta the
anti - Citiîol3c lii a well cqîîipped Feast ai' aur Saviaur's birth. (lut
gysinmasiuiiî, a bowling aIles', or awlcîii .D.36he11'Sc
billiardroonî, or even iii a quiet gaine dlcreeintAt-tRe376ivtesiîold lec

ai cards. But tiiere is imuicliin ail dclebr atauthe 25th ivit )ecemlbc

tlicse tlîat wil britig anîd kcep aour chrtdo tie2ilfDcmb,

young meni tagcthîcr. T'hecwarld knows Epiplhariy %as soînewhîat, tlîaugiî tint

this wsork, and the chlldren af the altagetiier, strippcd ai its original
î~'rldarc ii tîîsparîclar wîcr ndglory. It stili bore its nane, wliichî

mvordepracti atiîa ue clnde ndaisigîîif'ics 7The Aanifefitiliai, and carnies
soiaiietttte Is îîo rcaoîs'îe f ithil, thte haliowsed îîîcîîory ai aur
liglit. Teci i esnwyw Lord's baptisin by St. 1Jobn,ss'hicil aisa

sludnat have in i ci ai aur large took place, accardîîîg ta traditian, oui
cîties, at east cnc flrst'class Cathi his a.Aiee mseylooe
Cluh>. 'l'lie difiult>' sanietiies othe dy. Aay the riîstcrc' îofe
brouglit iorward agaînist stîchilo the iiepowerosftCeist exn Cihag
organizatiaii scecîs ta uis oneaitfthe Dvn ocra hit.i hîg
strongest arguments inits favar. 'î'îîe ing wsater inta wine at the mnarriage

dificsîlty is tlîis ; aur Cithîolir people fcast ai Cana, wiîcn Our I.ord 4- maiù-

.ire scpa.rarcd off irto disrîrîctiy Mark- icstetl lus glory, anîd His disciples

cd classes it is sai(l, andi(l >d neyer bclîcved in Hiîni." But the mystcry
bc gt tounie inthecasyand whichi is lionoured thee most b>' the

-ii). l' Romani Clisrch an tlîis fecast, althougîx
ramlihiar 'n'ianioiiship aif . Clubi. iii the Greek Chuich it is placcd in
That's just it. '(here is tiortunately tîie office af Clîristnias, is thie ado.-a-
tao ntucb ai tlis s ocial separatioiî, anîd inothiNa rVsme.Ts
the s'eny hest wav ta bridge aver thîe .taîîathe maifettio theise ii. tlîi
chans is b>' thie unioni aid eq. alît> the Genitile world -aon lich accaurit
tliat cluii lite gis'es-cuîualit' lot ai the day lias licci termed the Chîristmîas
ws'altlî or elass, or con' itîon ;,l>ut a ai the Gentiles. 'l'ien white thie star
nahier equalits' or friendly ris'alry, in rcstcd aven the manger, slîcdding its
talent, iiîdustry, encrgy andI skill. A pale sls'er ligbt upoîî a scelle tupon
more practical difficuiky in startiîîg anîd which thie stars ]lad îîcver iooked
supportîng a club> is ack aif furîds. eothrsonovsteou f
But this coulbe met bs tlîe financual tbefore, îcen shoieav re tsoulai
abîlzty, experience, anîd c-lergy ai the the Kigrear m lo had camta adre
mniibers, aîîd 1»,the getîcraus patron tuc Kindlthe ine .lg 'ieClrist's

âgeadCatholies, iso ofouldthus f-Gospel tellsslis that. the>' brought with
bcanse pubthlic bene%%co n a ll as thein girls ai gold, inankiuîcense and
bmolnicinPu rsic icial sas ivi le.asmyrrlî. Gold %was due ta Hini as tue
luide ti uuaters af spublcand pcicl Kinîg ai Kings, the savereigri master ai
lincficence we irap'lianie nîseful ail treasures. And they ofered it ta
heliessn noeim a -ath oie friseds Hum a rs we afrer aur charhty,our earnest,
Aess fromnt oalsa iîîdcdithi einttermine - develaped love. Frarikir.ccns e

of social organiiatian, which %witb them weasedue tas that wh odo abe,
is sucli a source ai strcngthî. %e hiave becase nfi the hisg dtoman uds
incideiitahll given a laicnta the ascend by the incense of bumble praver.
Cathohic organuiuine ccontemipiate.
we bave caJ.d it, a Cathiohie Club). 4Mynnhn'vas oiiered ta aur Lord as a

Wce arc aware thuat some ebject ta thie profession of iaith in His holybhumanity,

nlanc. They fînd iauht wiîh the ternim ihoedywa osfe et

Club), are samewlîat afraid ai it in upon the cross.

fiact, as the>' thiiiktue ternis Club and Thus we sec that three classes ai

Catholie, arc incompatu'-. >iIl persans receive aur Lord in thnee
here ssc must hold, thiert is so.' ';in" différent degres-the hahy, the simple.

in a name, because it but expresses ind and the learned. 1Learning is repre-
specifies the social idea, 's'ich sbould sented b>' the Mýagi-the last illumin-
bc ai the essence ai thîs speemal ,ated-it camnes tramt afar and b>' a
organîzatiori. If this idea be carrîed difiicult jaurney. Faith and the
out we should tnot quarrel about the simple ninded are rcpresented by thie
name. To those who tbînk, this com- shepherds;. prayer by St. joseph.
pound idea, Catlîolic Club, cannatbc àMary, the M1other, stands apart in a
camred out, cannot be successîully blpecial orden, tao sacred and too
realîzed, thc best answen is-it bas special ta L,ý companed or expiained.J
been. Catholie Clubs bave aineady To wshich ai these classes shait we
had splendid succcss in saine ai the bclong? Prayer wiIl alsvays find us
lcadîng chties ai the United States; rieur Jesus and Mary; the 'iaithiul
and we have sceri enaugh ta î,chîeve fulfilmerit ai aur daily duties, tice
that a lîke success avçaîts thein i niglit xsatchirig ai aur litthe fiocks, wil
Canada. There is no cit>' an thîs always find us preparcd ta pass aven
continent better situated for such a ta Bethlehemn, If anly aur cars are
club then the Quecri City b>' thue lake: open ta hear the angels' sang and the
no place better suited than, the -chit word ai the Lard. itt reason lcad

af convention s,"«ad oai generous us there, where al 'ond peace abideth?t
contributions.> It xiii if ive fallowv the star and are

noL deceived'by Herod and his court.

bcettc r, pris> r and s iniplc aitîî. But
to us wlîo have beeîi transla arcady
to Bethlcleem, wlîat gratitude upon tlhc
great ieast ofai liIaiy. AIl througli
the centuries the nations and the
is'latids of tic scas haeli.îe ckcd arcunul
the trîl, anîd openîng thecir trensures
have offièred tîe;r gifts, gold, trankin.
ccnsc and înyrrh. lie wu aînong tlhe
inier, tlîat the liglit iay slîîne and
nas' illumine aur seul forever more.

Editorial Notes,
'l'li mission af Mgr. Satolli ta the

United States scems to occupy a good
dcal ai the attention of tic public
press, more than is for the cdiicaition
af ail conccrnied. Interviews are re-
ported: opinions ashed and obtained;
explanations soughit and givcn-and
aIl tcniding ta rencler the vencrable
legatc's task more diflicuit and ta, throw
open ail his (ICCisions to that criticism
which is so hostile to tlv, spirit ai thc
Clîurch. 'l'le iollowing cxtract îromi
the Ca/ho/P.e vk ai fNew York is
coucelied ini dcvoted ternis and in a
tarie of loyalty andl respect wbicb we
hope will ix more widesprcad tlian it
has ben for sorti short timie past:
,In spite of the wisli of the l-loly

Sec that the school question should not
bc agitated in the Cathiolic îîewspapers,
disputatioîî still continue-s iin some
quarters from whiclî a more prompt
obeclience should bhecxpectcd. in
controversies of this kind, whiclî must
be describcd b>' tie Hierarcby, the
Ca/ho/k ié Prieuw lias tnopart to take.
Its one mission is to co-operate with
the Church teai hing - not to instruct
thic dergy, jior to la>' down the law for
the bisholts, nor ta dictate to the l'ope.
It (lacs not believe iii washing the
fanuly hinen in public. its ownl course
is clear. S6reii in fidudmty to dtty, it
has no hobby tu ride, nu t\c ta grind,
no vienss ta mniitain tu thec detrimerit
of union and peace, and no desire to
particil)ate iin an>'1, victcry " tiîat shall
have for vietimis ail> large body of
dcvoted Cathohe jîrelates, prîests and
parents." ___________

WVe Icarri tiat bis I.ordship Bîsliop
I)owling of Hamîilton, quits that city
on the 28th of the prescrit month, on
a visit ta Rame, whlere lie vill assist in
the ceichration Cf the Puopes epîscapal
jubîlce. His Lordship îwil], bciore bis
retuirn ta Canada, pay a v'isit to the
Holy Land.

'l'le other day we reccivcd a book
witb an aceorrpanying note, asking us
to preacb tin St. ]3asil's rhurch upon
the subject of certain nmaried passages.
%Vill theecloner kindly call upon us at
St. Michacl-s Ccllcge, when we shall
bc happy ta filp ,him n iariy spiritual
difficulty into, nlâtch the book in ques-
tion scems ta have plarcd himn?IVe
regret tlîat no name was given, as it
would have savcd us cahling any
attention ta a doubt which is more
e-asîly bolved l>y prayer and advice,
than ironi pulpît or editurial thait.

%VeC have also received a long letter
fror.î ai estecmed correspondenît, in
connection witlî Dr. Douglas' diatj'ibe
against Sir-John Thompson. As -the
Ca/ho//ic JVcdk/y PRview in its last
issue dealt very fully and ably with
this in!solent, unç_hariablc and uncalled-
for atta.-K upon oui d;stinguisbed -
religionist, we deem it better ta drop
the question for the present. Witbout
belittding the harm wvbich such spiteful
tongues as that of Dr. Douglas do, ive
somehow thinl, that tbcy bîss lîke
serpents, but are harmless as geesc.


