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matters withi the United Kingdom in Beoceaisathial, Adniwalty
and Patent eaus.

Owing to the great expansion of our Empire, which je mainly
uý due to the acquisition of new territory, the laws administered by

this Conil are of the most diverse and eomplex character, and
the judicial enquiry entered into by it, of the most cosmopoli-
tan description, It hs laid down by most eminant authority that
ail territory whieh is newly acquired, whether by conquest, colon-.
ization, or peaceful annexation, is acquired for the ber-,fit of the
Crown, If an uninhpbited country is discovered and peopled by
Englieli subjects, they are supposed to possess. theinselves of it

elé for the benefit of their sovereign, and carry with them sueh por-
fions of the English conimon law as are necûssary and applicable
to their situation. In the case of possessions acquired by con-
quest or annexation, the sovereign, unies lic lias limited hiei pre-
rogative by the articles of capitulation or treaty, liag the inherent
power to raake new laws for the conquered country, but until he
sees fit to do so the laws in force in the ncwly acquircd territory
at the time of the eapitiiletion or annexation, remain in force
and equally effect ail persons and property. It hms been the
almost universal custom of our Empire to refrain froin inter-
fering with the laws and institution whi.ch have been in force in
thosc eountries which have been added fo it. As an illustration
of the extent of Jurisdiction, Sir Frederick Pollock, when in
Toronto in 1905, statedl that, wnilst proeeeding on the tour which
lie wus then cornpleting, lie had left Liverpool and liad visited
Gibraltar; Nifinorea. South Af rica, India and Canada, ail coun-
t1ries under thc mile of the British Empire, and all, witli searceiy
an exception, under laws which diiTered. Go into tlie Judicial
Committee of the Privy Council fur a single week and watch iti
opcrations. You will Éee if deciding on une day a question ac-
cording tu the Roman Duteh law; on another a question accord-
ing to the Frenchi law as it prevailed before the Revolution,
modified by subsequent Canadian statutea; and on another day
according to the common law of Engianci, as mnodifled by Aus-
tralian or New Zenland legisiation; and at the end of thec week
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