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to the combined specific and (id calor-emi
dutices, whicli, so far as can bea judged by
the lrade re4turns, bear iarder on Creat
Biritatinl'tiitn on the United States. h'lie
specific duItics by the yari or by the
poind w'eigit anount to a lager per-
centage onc the invoice value of goods
from Grent Britain thai froin the United
States. The attack on the duties on iron
ias chiefly Oic what may be termed quasi
raw iaterial, suci as pig and sheet iron,
bolier plate, etc., which are extensively
used in ianufactures. On the assuip-
tion dhat it would be desirable to repeal
the duties on the descriptions named, it
would follow almiost as a necessary canse-
quence that lice . duties on the more
ligily manufactured articles should like-
ivise be reduced, as those on the one class
are proportionate ta those on the other.
Wien it vas found necessary ta raise a

larger anouint of revenue by duties on
customs, ià of course had ta be consider-
ed wlcellher rai materials could any
longer be admittec either duty free or at
a low nominal duty. Ilt was deemed
expedient ta increase them, and concur-
rently the duLy c6n the manufactured
articles w'as increased sa as ta give ta the
manufacturer an equal protection ta
vhat ie iad before. The principle ivas

nat applied in every case, as ihere are
still rav materiails, such as catton wool,
adnitted free. When, hovever, a proposi-
tion was made ta reduce the duty on pig
iron, sheet iron and bailer plate, it
slcould have been accompanied by a pro-
posal ta reduce proportionately the
cduties on the manufactures in w'hich
those articles aie usec. We doubt the
expediency of attacking the tariff in
detail. It is admitted ta be a strictly
piotectionist tarilff, but consistently with
tiat principle it lias been framced vith a
good deal of discretion, and the ion
duties especially have been carefully ad-
jus ted.

TUE FIENCLI TREATY.

It is certainly ratlier strange that sa
much mystery is preserved in regard ta
the French commercial treaty. There
las been a treaty concluded with Great
Britain whicl, tlhoigli by no means what
Lhe Government a that country desired,
is precisely what would suit Canada,
vhich occupies a position in relation ta

France vei y similai' to ihat Lthe United
States cices. 'ihe latest aécounts are, tihat
a treaty is about ta be concluded betw'een
France and the United States, probably
vecy similar' ta that recently inegotiated
vitlh Great Britain. Whîcat then can be
Ih e litlch in the Way ofi asatisfaôtory treaty

vith Canada ? Wve aire told thcat cecdcain

points have been raised by the French
Govermncent, and that ihey are arsa uccith
importanceas to cause Sir AlexanderGalt
ta come out, f'o Canada foi ihe pri'pose of
conferring on tien. Our whole export
trade ta France is insigificant, cmounting
only ta about C6 üf,00l0U, of vhlic over
$600,000 is Icunber, w'ich in all proibabi-
lity iL is compelled t take. Mihen we
consider Ilat Great Britain takes nearly
. 15,000,000 of our lumber free of'dulty,
and the United States over $8,000,000, it
canotLe onhi Il) our while ta make any
sacrifices ta obtain a paltry increase of our
exports, and especially as France, for her
anon purposes, lias reduced the duty on
ships, which was our principal ca.use of
complaint. It is said that the great dif-
ficulty is, chat we cannot make special
arrangements wit.h France without dis-
criminating against Great Bitain. This,
if correct, is an intimation that France
assumes ta interfere viti oui' tariff ar-
rangenments, an interference that we will
not tolerate from G reat Britain, which is
notu nly our mother country, but which
receives all our exports free of duty. We
scarcely think iliat on protectionist Gov-
ernment w'ould venture ta propose ta the
Dominion Parliament to reduce the duty
on French manufactures, and ta discrimi-
nate against Gcreat'Britain and the United
States. Our chief inports fron France
are brandy ,and 'wine, and as lihe duties
a those articles are strictly for revenue,
and as there is no competition in thein
with GreatLBi tain, there isreally noobject
in reducincg then. We cannot conjecture
whacct particular article or articles of our
imparts Great Britaini comipetes in vith
France, but if the latter country should
be sa unreasonable as ta claini discrimi-
nation against Great Britain, it must of
course be met viti a firm denial; It w'as
a fatal mistake ta make an application ta
France for alterations in its tariff. The
proper scope of commercial treaties
should be simply, that the nations con-
clhding them should not discriminate
against one another in favor of any otlier
country. Each nation should regulaieils
own tariff according ta circumstances. In
carrying out such a policy, Canada is as
independent :just now as if it was separated
firomi Great Britain. It cannot be shown
thatGreat Britain lias the most remote
interest in preventing Canada froni con-
cluding conimercial treaties vith any
country, and if' tlie latter were independ-
ent to-noircow,.slie would be compelleil ta
admit British imIports. on the same teinns
as tlie nost faored nations, just as France
and the United States do at present.
.There.is a good deal of misappreiension

n England as to the oijects of Canad a
ih lii en'deavois to conclude a trecty vih
France. Our lyhce diflculty ias be ln
caused by lice Fi-enci anom1îaly of tw-o
lrfs 1 ffie af ' of whcih ais lo piacé
Canada on a fonting of' ini'feriority in c es-

pect ta all the othen coauntries with
which France' had corinercial int{-
couPse. Tiere eau he no dioubt Ilcat the
true policy is ta inEist on not being siuÍ-e
jected to discriiniating dulies in France
anul if our'just claini be refucsedi, lo resoi'L
ta realiatory meoasures, which vouild be
strictly justiliable under such circuria-
stances. It cannot be shewn that if we
were independent to-morrow, we 'could
proect ourselves against aggressiin in
any allier way, and as we should have to.
include the most favored nation clause
in all our treaties of comnerce, we could
make no special agreements as it is sEiid
France is desirous of extorting. We be-
lieve that the Opposition members would
have rendered better service ta their
country, if they iad endeavored to elicib
from the Governmcent the nature of thie
difliculty with France, and if they had
called attention ta the very serious errors
w'lici have been made in the course o
the pending nègotiations.

THiE QUEBEC RAILWAY.

The -Ion. 'Ireasurer of Quebec has pie-
pared no less than fourteen statenieits
iviti referencé t the sale of the Q. hI.
0. & 0. Raihvay, which, hoevver, include
statem nts of the receilts and expendi
ture of the Province since confederation
of the estimat;ed receipts and expendi-
ture for the coming year, and the amounts.

paid, and liabilities incurred foi the va-
rious subsidized raihvays in the Province.
There are also a rcumber of statements
exlibiting the comparative advantages'of
the varidus offers made for the purchase of
the Q. M. 0. & 0. Railway. We eau come
to'no otlier conclusion from an examina-
tion of these statements than that the
sale of the iailroad is desiiable. Thére-
are 'still due to railways for unearned
subsidies over $1,500,000, and it vould.
requireover $1,000,000 ta complete the-
raiihay which has been conditionally sold.
The statements are nat a little alarming,
and Must, if the Province is t escape
hankruptcy, 'ender it absalutely-neces-
sary that the revenu'e should be increased
or the expencditure dirninished, 'We are
incelined la take exception, to on eof the
most important statemcnts, îvhich giýes
the average annual deficit àt $580,60 5
'This is exclusive of railva'y traflic receipts
and expenses. But vrhy a-e" these
cided ? In- the estiinated paymients the,


