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LIFE IN THE TRENCHES

es by the men, for they are laborious and just as
d dangerous as other work in the lines.

s In speaking to each other, and often in offi-
n cial communications, abbreviations are much

employed among officers and men. For exam-
ple: O.C., or C.0., is used to signify the officer
commanding any unit, whether it be the Lieu-
tenant Colonel in charge of a battalion, or the
! Major, Captain, or Lieutenant in command
of a company; the M.O., or the Doc., is com-
monly the shortened form for the Medical Of-
ficer; and H.Q. signifies headquarters, and
may apply to company, battalion, brigade, di-
visional, corps, or army headquarters, any of
which would, generally speaking, be specified,
unless the conversation or communication
made it plain which was meant.

After big advances there are varying periods
during which trench life is more or less aban-
doned for open warfare. After an advance the
consolidation of the land taken consists of
again digging trenches and dugouts, preparing
machine-gun emplacements, bringing up the
artillery, and establishing communications.
During this transitory period the losses are
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