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If we look back to the origin of the prefent controverfyy

it will appear that feme among us at lead have been con«

flantly enlarging their views, and (Iretching them beyond
their firfl: bounds, till at length they have wholly changed
their ground. From the claim of Parliament to tax us»

fprung the firft reflftance on our part ; before that unjufl

claim ^as fet on foot, not an individual, not one of all

the profound legiflatois with which this country aboundss

ever held out the idea of independance. We confidered

our connexion with Great Britain as our chief happinefs—

we flourifhed, grew rich, and populous to a degree not to

be paralleled in hidory. Let us then a£t the part of (kilful

phyficians, and wifely adapt the remedy to the evil.

PoiTibly fome men may have harboured the idea of in-

dependence from the beginning of this controverfy. In*

deed it was ftrongly fufpefled there were individuals whofe
views tended that way; but as the fcheme was not

fufficiently ripened, it was reckoned flanderous, inimical to

America, and what not, to intunate the le.ui fuipicion of

this kind.

Nor have many weeks yet elapfed fince the firft open pro-

pofition for independence was publillied to the world.—By
what men of confequence this fcheme is fupported, or

whether by any, may pofTibly be the fubje6t of future

enquiry. Certainly it has no countenance from the Con-
gref?, to whofe fentiments we look up with reverence ; on
the contrary, it is direftly repugnant to every declaration

of that refpeftable body. It would be needlefs to quote

particular pafTages in proof of this, as they are to be met
with in almoft every^^p^ge of their proceedings. I will re-

fer to a few only, viz. their Refolves, March 5, 1775—
their Declaration, July 6—their Addrefs to the King,

July 8—their Letter to the Lord Mayor of London—and

more efpeci ally their Declaration for a faft, June 12, in

which, with the deepeft marks of fincerity, they call upon

all America to join wiih them in addreffing the great

Gpvernor of the world—" humbly befeeching him to avert

<* the defolating judgments with which we' are threatened,

*« to blefs our rightful fovereign, Szc.—that fo America
*< may foon behold a gracious interpofition of heaven for

the redrefs of her many grievances, the refloration

of her invaded rights, and reconciliation with the

parent
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