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whofcintereft it is to conceal its moft minute advantages
j

and that fo much, that it has occafioned it to be called,

in derifion, the Frenchman's para«dife.

With regard to the number of inhabitants, that is

cafily accounted for, and is fo plain, that one would

think men of fenfe could not make their objedions

upon fo weak a confideration. It is a prudential

maxim among politic nations, and the prefent general

method of eftablifhing colonies, not to extend their

fettlcments, before they have fecured a quiet pofleflion.

If we confider then, that the French have partly met

with the fame difficulties, from the Cherokces, Chicka-

faws, and Creek Indians, as the Canadians did from

the Five Nations, we (hall rather admire at the progrefs

*' fons who fpoke in this manner, and to difcoTcr the motives which madg

*' them do fo.

" The fecond are wretches, who heing baniihed from France, for their

" cfimcR, or ill behaviour, true or fuppofed, or who, in order to (hun the

" purfuit of their creditors, lifted themfehes among the troops, or hired

" themfdvcs to the plantations. Both of them looked upon this country at

*< a place of banifltment ofily, and were confequently Shocked with every

** thing : they have no tye to bind them, nor any concern for the progrefs of

« a colony of which they are involuntary members, and give themfelves

*f very little trouble about the advantages it is cajtable of procuring to the

« ftate.

*• The third are fuch, who having feen nothing hut Qufery in a country,

'* for which exceflive fums have been diiburfed, impute to it, without rc-

*' fIe£tion, what ought folely to be laid to the incapacity or negligence of

" thofe who were charged with the fettling it. They are befides not un>

« acqu'Unted with the reafons for publiihing that Louifiana contained in its

'< bofora inunenfe treafures, and thought its value to us was very near equal

*' to the famous mines of St. Barbe, and others ftill richer, from which we

*' flattered ourfelves we ihould be able to drive the pofTefibrs with eafe ; aud

" becauie thefe ridiculous tales found credit with fools, inftead of imputing

*' the miftake to themfelves, into which their fooliih credulity had engaged

** them : they difcharged their ill-humour upon this country, in which

** they found no one article tliat had been promifed them.'*

they


