
thunberg's travels. ^^^

verthelefs taken internally jby the natives as an
efficacious remedy. ^

Our botaniit was at great pains to procure
fome bloifoms of this tree, in order to afcertain

its genus J but was conftantlydi (appointed. He
could only obtain Ibme branches, after repeated

efforts ; and', from the fight of them, he was con-
vinced, that it was neither the anagyris fcetida,

nor the fterculia foetida. He brought fome live

plants of it as far as the Britilh Channel in boxes;

but they, and many other valuable and curious

plants, were wholly loft and deftroyed in a ftorm.

Of the wood which he carried to his native coun«
try, the fcent was entirely loft.

Another curious tree is the llangen-hout of
the Dutch, probably the ophioxylon ferpentinum,

which is not only ufed as an efficacious antidote

againft ferpents, but likewife in ardent and ma-
lignant fevers. The Europeans have cups turned
of the wood, into which wine is poured, which,
in a ihort time, extra6ts the virtues of the wood,
and is drank as a ftomachic. It is of a bitteriih

tafte.

Near Candia, the capital of the country and
the residence of the emperor, camphor is faid to

be diftilled. This city ftands upon an eminence,
near the centre of the ifland. In its environs is

a very high mountain, the fummit of which is

called Adam's Peak ; and here the father of the

human race is fuppofed to lie buried. To this

place the Cingalefe make frequent pilgrimages,

and pretend that the print of Adam's foot is ftill

perceptible in the mountain.

On the 2Ptli, M. Thunberg returned from Ma-
ture, in company with the young Count Rantzow,
They arrived at Cglumbo on the eve of the new
Vol. XV. B b year;


