
Jul

flnpers, moiildinR thorn from black cliiy, into rnfii<!i, cups, pitcliorn, and pots, and hakin(p
tlieiii in tli)-ir littlo kilna in the sidos of tin* hill, or under thii hank of the river.

In luldiiioii tolhiH nrl, which 1 nm Hiiro hi'lon^s to nn otiifi trihtnin thii Continent, these
pi'opic hiivo also, ns ii sticrot with thenisi'lvcM, thf oxlninrdiniiry art of iniinufncturin(,' H
V(iry heiiutifiil itnd luHtio); kind of hinu ghiss ht<a(la, which tlixy wi'mr on thoir ni'cks in ){roat

qniintitift.1, and decidedly viilue uhovu all others that nr« brought anio..g8t theni hy (he
Kur Truders.

I'his Hi'crot is not only one tlmt the Trnders did not introduci' mn(iiip;»t thfui, hut ono
that thev cannot learn Irom them ; and at the saniu time, huyoml u doulit, an art that has
h en intnidnced ainon);Ht tliiiuhy some civilized people, as it isasyet unknown to oth(>r

Indian tril'es in that vicinity, or elsewhere. Of ihis intereHtin^ tact, Lewis and Clarke
liave (liven an account thirty-three years ajfo, at a time when no I'raders, or other white
peopU', had been amongst tlie .Manilans, to liave taught them so curious an art.

The lMiiiid,iii canoes which are alliij^Hther ditl'erent from those of all other tribes, are ex-
actly (he Wdsh coritcle, made of niir-Ziif/ 's, the skii.s of bullaloes, stretched undernealh a
frame made of willow or other houghs, and shaped nearly rinind, like a tub; which the
woman carries on her head from her wigwam to the wati-r's edge, and haviiiif stepjio 1 into
it, sti.iids in Iront, and propels it hy dipi)iog her paddle /oru'ii'-i/, and ilniwiii); it to 'i<r, in-
stead of puddling hy the Bide. In referring to I'l.AiE 'J l(», letterr, pagol3U, the ri'ader

will Nco several drawings of these seemingly awkward crafts, which, nevertheless, iho
iMaridan women will /)i(// through the water at a rapid rate.

How far these extraordinary farts may go in the estimation of the reader, with numerous
others which 1 have mentioned in \'olumo I., whilst speaking of thu iMandans, of their

various comi)lexioii3, colours of hair, nnd blue and grey eyes, towards establishing my
opinion as ii sound theory, 1 cannot say ; but this much 1 can safely aver, thai at the mo-
niriit iliat 1 first saw these peojile, 1 was so struck with the peculiarity of their appearance,
that I was under the instant conviction that they were an amalgam of a native, with some
civilized race; und from what] have seen of them, and of the remains on the iMissouri

and Ohio rivers, 1 feel fully convinced that these jieojile have emigrated from the latter

stream ; and that tliev have, in the manner that 1 have already stated, with many of their

customs, been presei'ved from ihnulmosl (ntdHlestruction of the hold colonists of Aladawc,
who, 1 believe, settled upon aiidcciipied for a century or so, tlie rich and fertile banks
of the Ohio. In adducing the proof fur the snjiiiort of this tiieory, if 1 have failed to

comjdete it, I have the satisfaction that I have not taken up much of the reader's time, and
1 can therefore claim his attention a few moments longer, whilst I refer him to a brief

vocabnlar}' of the Maiidan language in the following pages, where he may com))are it with

that of the Welsh ; and belter, perhaps, than I can, decide wliether there is any aftinity

existing hetween the two ; and it he tiiids it, it will bring me a friendly aid in support of

the position 1 have taken.

From the comparison, that I have been able to make, 1 think 1 nm authorized to s ly, that

in the following list of words, which foiin a part of that vocabulary, there is a striking

similarity, and quite suflicient to excite surprise in the minds of iho attentive reader, if it

could be proved that those resemblances were but the results of accident between two
foreign and distinct idioms.
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Welsh. Pronounced,

Mi Me
Chwi Cliwe

A A
E A
Hwynt llooynt
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„., „ , Hwna nius llooiia
'^"y i-"""''

llona,/em lloiiu

TliOie ones Yrhai llyna

A'o, or, t/iere is Jiot Megosh Nagoes Nagosh

No ' Nag
(.Nu

Ileiid Pan I'en Tan
The Great iii>irU . . Maho peneta Mawr penaethii*. . . . Maoorpanacther

^sprid mawrf Uspryd maoor

• To act as a great chief—head er prii.cipal—sovereign or supreme,

t The Oieat .Spirit,

/


