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TIIK IMI.K IIH.I.S ItKSKUVATIONS

lie 40 milt's tu tin- north «)f tlic (
'. P. II., and nvc roaclicd by

staitii".^ from (^iiAinttdle station, wliicli is ."»12 miles west of

Winnipt'ij;. Tlie reserves arc tour m numlu!!', and form a block

made-uj> of four |»aralle'oij;rams. Tiic linbans liere arc |»lain

(Jrees, wiio ai'c bcinj^ domesticated slowly, and tliou;j[li tiiey

are learnini; much seem rather wild and intractable. Durinj"'

the lliel rebellion thesi? Indians wcie a source of great anxiety

to the (loveinnient and were |)robably vciy n(.'ai revolt, though
along the very line of nuuch of the troops from Qu'Appelle to

K itoche. The foui- i-eserves liear the nauji^ of their cliiefs

—

IVMfpeekesi s, Star Hlankct, Little Ulack Hear, and Okanest;—
the last named beinu absent at Turtle Mountain at the time
of (tur visit. The condition of the ci'o))s and of the herds of

cattle and the innnber ol" the horses were nuKth the same as

those in the other reserves. Next morning aftei' arrival we
were soon abroad to the school, winch had an earlier session

than usual that we might see it. Nine sc^holars apj)eared and
were j)Ut thr(»ugh their exercises b}- Mr. Toms, the teacher.

( )in- sia}' was too hurried to ascertain the ordinary condition

of the scho(»l. .Ml'. Toms seemed doitij;; his best under rather

discoui aging circumstan(;es. TJje V)ands are widely scattered,

and to a large luimher of the children it is an impossihility to

reach the <lay school. It is undeistood that the church in-

tcMids (;i-*ting buildings and organizing a more complete
school on these reserves next year. On our return to the

airencN' we saw
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in lull operation. Here, as in most of tlie reserves of the Plain

Cri'es and IJlaekfeet, the Indians gather at the agency twice a
week or so and receive supplies as regularly as a regiment of

soldiers. ( )n this occasion an ox was beini' slauf;htered, and the

hungry crew, iren, women and children, were all present to

observe the whole operation. Stpiatted on the ground, 01 sit-

ting on the gathererl logs near tha agencv in their crouching
|»osture swathed closely round with their blanket.s, they sug-

e;ested the idea of a tl')ck of huniirv and patient ci'ows waitino

their time to fall upon the prey. The yusto with which the

otikl was seized and set aside by the sj)ectators for further use
\vc>uld somewhat disgust the lesthetie soul. No sooner had
tbe animal l»een slaughtered tlian the carcase was di»'ided up
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