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a4;'i iiiltv itsfjt' ]•> ;i prooi' of truth, the eonservatlve Kiijrlisii

**|i\'.- lip tin' old faith tor tlie new; wliilst the Jrisli— in othet

lfeiiC> s") ii\!j:ardle.s> of atu.icjuity—ditxl and shod their blood foi-

tilt" oM reli;^ioF). rather than turn for one instant to tlie strangt-

inl|«o^tllre nf the new. '
.

I5ut none <«i' these purely natural ••xplatiationri can explain

tfcf supcriiatitral iViet. tliat :< wholt* peo})le jtreferred, for ten

jnMuiation-. eoniisc^ation, «ixile, and (h'uth, rather than surrender

th<'ir faith ; aofl the true reason lies in the all-ii'iporlant cireuni-

stnicf, that tfio reli^fion <>f the Irish p«>op|c was the true re-

ligion "f .lesus Christ, brinirintj not oid\ liijht to the intelli-

^'!:!'e, hut i»raee and strength to the heart and will of tlx-

liation. The lluht of their divine faitii showi'd tliMrn the hol-

fovvnisM and f;dlaey of IVotostani'-m. it: whicli they rrcoiriiized

an outruire upon conunon sense and rea.«on. as well ;is upon

God : and the fjjraee of their holy Catholic religion enabled

them to suffer and die in its delenee. Here it is that we re-

eo'ini/e the Providence of God in the preaching el'St. I'atriek.
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assailed precisely thos(r points ni" Catholic teachin^^ which In

had engraved most deeply on the mind and heart of Ireland, a*-

if he had anticipated tho trial and }»repure<l for if. Attach-

tnent to the Jloly See was inorethan a ^erdinKTit ; it wa-; a pas-

sion in the frish bosom.

'I'hrough g'ooil report and evil rep(»rt. Ireland wji~ al\sav>

faithful to I'eter's chair: and it i- a j-urious fact, that, when

the Christian world was «;onfuM"d hy ihe pretention- of Anti-

}>odes, and all the iiatit>ns of ('hri>tendorn were, at one time or

Dther, led astray, so as to acknowledge some fals(! pretender.

Ireland, with an iJistiiiet truly !*u})ernHt»iral. ne\er failed to

discover, to [H'oclaim. and to obey the true p(tntitV. She is the

oidy Catholic nation that nevi-r vva-. lor a moment separate<l

from I'eter. nor mistaken in her allegiance to h.im. ller prayer,

her «tbedion<'e. her lovi', were the sure inherltaiu'*^ of each

sneeeedinn; I'ojie,. fiom Celestine. who sent Saint Patrick to


