
and the particular trades insured. Papncnt l)y annuity is mostly fol-

lowed, thou^di in iMiiiliUid this may he conmiuted i»y a lump sum caleu-

lated (Ui a basis of tliree years full wages.

Tho limitation of liability does not apply to eases in whieii speeilie

negligenee id' the ciniiloyL'r is proved, in winch ciwe the full amount of

damages may he recovered under the common law ; hut in l'!n;;i;ind

the injured ])erson nuisl decide at the outset whetlu'i' he will accept the

piirtiai indemnity or i)roceed in the courts. A very clear .sumnuiry of

tlie law on the subject has l)een recently published by I'rofcssor 1". !'.

A\'alton, (La h'enie Leijalc, Feb., 1900.)

A? tho assumpticn is lliat the em])loyer is li-alile for a certain jtropor-

tion of the loss in all cases unless exceptional lu'gligetU'c is shown, tlu'

le.sral questions under the government insin'ancc system, arc relaliv.'ly

scanty : and the assessment of the amount of disaliility incurred, which

is essentially u nuHlieal matter, is tho chief proldem. The cpieslion of

what constitutes sullicient ground for assuming a certain lucflical fact

to he ])roviHl, is of cnursc a matter of judicial decision. In (Jermany,

Austria and Switzerland, there are over 20.0()0.0(Ml persons insured

under the laws, and the claims from over half a nnllion acf-idcut^d in-

juries are annually adjuste<l by the officials. In (lermany, tiie hospital

or home treatment is free during tho first thrco months following an

injury, but compensation only begins at tlie ternnnation (d' three niontbs.

The conditions under which we have to do with llie ostinudion of

disability nre :

—

(1) Employer's liability.

(3) Accident insurance and henefit societies.

(3) Medico-legal damage claims.

(-1) Pensions, etc.

In employers liability, the nature of the medical work depends hugely

upon whether special legislation exists concerning responsibility in

ordinan' c*dses, or whether the respimsibility is left an open matter to

he settled hy litigation in each case. In the former, the medical study

of the case is the chief factor; in the latter, the legal cleirient donun-

ates from the outset, and the medical problems are of secjondary import-

ance. In uccident insurance, tho liahility is limited by contract, the

amount, rates and comi)ensation being specified, and a proviso nuide

excluding all eifects of illness or consti*;;,tional conditions, ,so that the

medinal aspect of the case is considera.bly mvrrowed. Ileiu'c, compara-

tively few accident insurance claims, unless grossly unreasonable, are

contested. a])art from the fact that from business reasons a I'epuliition

for paying claims is generally sought.

In medico-legal damatro claims, one of the chief hindrances to ra'ioirid

adjustment is the circumstance that the facts are often oidv known to


