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people believed they could realiza a profit
from. They consist largely of corn and
wheat, which are carried 1 our vessels,
manutactured by our millers, transported
oy our railwavs, and a portion export-

ed and soll at a. profit. Do you
ngpoee cur people do mnot profit by
this,

A considerable poriton of the corn
weimport has been consumed by our farm:
ers instead of lLiome products, which com-
mand higher prices. A great deal has been
manufactured into whiskey, 1t is true, but
this whiskey bas been largely exported at a
profit while the oftal of the distillery has
been fed to cattle, which have also been
sold, and the mmoney Las been circulated 1n
the country. Our farmers cannot produca
corn as cheaply as our neighbors, but they
raise barley, peas and oats, our clinate*and
so1l beiwng vetter suited for them They
sell those grains at about $1.59 per 100 bs,
and buy corn at $1, which answers them
equally wel| for feeding stock, and thus they
make from forty to fifty per cent protit,
Shall we deprive our farmers of this advant
age ? Shall we puc a tax on American corn
because of the foolish cry that Americans
have put & tax on our corn? | saysucha
course would be sulcidal, and I cannot be-
lieve that many of the gentiemen who ad-
vocate it would support such a policy 1if
therr friends were In power.

Hon. Mr. TRUDEL—I cannot, under
prevailing circumstances, remain silent
respecting the unfortunate omission in the
Speech from the Throne respecting the de-
pression of the trade and industries of the
Dominion. I think it 18 in the interest of
the country that some gentleman from each
Province should rise and give his testimony
a8 to the eftects which the fiscal policy of
the Government has produced in each part
of the Dominion. As Quebec has suftered,
1 think, more than any other Province ucder
the spresent condition of things, it is my
duty' to mention how far we have been
‘1‘881'1eVed by that policy. When we came
lere  at the opening of the present
Sesslon, I think it was the impression
Of honorable gent'emen that we were
summoned {o enquire into the best
means to provide aremedy for the present
depressed condition ot the counmiry. To
Iy astonishment I found no allusion what-
ever to the main question that occupies
Qubhc attention all over the Dominion,
Strange to say, when 1t 1s the general
thought of the Dominion that we should
tind some remedy for the commercial de-
pression, that our Government, whose duty
lti 18 10 Buggest that remedy, do not even
; lude to the subject, but seem to1gnore the
act that such an evil prevails. An honor-
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able gentleman who spoke last Friday, exz-
pressed the opinton that because the Gov-
ernment had not thought it advisable to
allude to that question, 1t was proof that
the crisis was at an end, and the country

was in & sound condition. I do
not think, however, thit the peo-
ple of the country arsa of the

same opinion, and they will be somewhat
surprised to learn that they have been
lzboring under a delusion ; that everything
is m the best possible condition; that
there 18 no depression of trade; that our
industries are not tfailin:, and that every-
thing 13 prosperous ; and all that, because
the Government did not allude to the mat-
ter 1n tha Speech from the Throne. Of
course, it does not enter into my mind to
charge the Government with being the
cause of this depression, but I do not think
there is a single gentleman m this House
who would deny that the Government could
have aftorded a remedy to a certain extent,
and that some of our industries which have
been nearly, if not entirely, destroyed,
might be atleast kept alive through the
crisis it not preserved 1n a flourishing
condition. They might have been
protected in such a way as to
allow manufacturers to keep their business
golng without being obliged to discharge
their workmen until a better time would
arrive, ltistrue that the cri:is which we
deplore has prevalled all over the wonld,
and that our neigbbors in the United States
have suffered to a great extent; but during
this time the Government of the United
States have used every effort to protect the
industries of their country, while our indus-
tries have been left in such an unprotected
state that i1t has been death to them. The
Americans have taken advantage of the
crisis to destray their most dangerous com-
petitors 1n Canada, so that it will be found
that, taken as a whole, the crisis has been a
good fortune to them. And this is due to
the good ftiscal policy of their Government,
and the bad fiscal policy of our own. I am
always surprised to hear the advocates of
the present fiscal policy say that pro-
tection to manufacturers would de-
velope undue' production. I would
ask the honorable gentleman what
branch of our ndustries is threatened
with that danger? What industries have
we which have been so gtimulated as to
make us fear undue production from them ?
As far as I know we import almost every
kind of merchandise so that it would take
a great many years before the bad effects
which the honorable gentlemen seem to fear
from protection would be produced in this
Dominion. So far ag 1 know the persistant



