
11104 COMMONS DEBATES
Old Age Security Act Amendment

deducted from their increase in the old age Welfare or
security pension they will be very unhappy. acts in the
Therefore I think the minister should assure one basic ti
us that this will not be the case. I will not r

ought to b
Mr. MacEachen: We will do our best. hope that c

Mr. Grafftey: I do not intend to be very centennial
long, Mr. Chairman. may get on

We should
[Translation] of the Cro

I just want to point out once again to the that will t
minister that the time has surely come for the action, on c
Canadian government to consider what I cail The basi
a true reform of our constitution, particularly this parlia
after the remarks made by the premier of immediatel
Quebec. In my opinion, there is no doubt that Canada co
it is a joint responsibility under the British BackbenchE
North America Act and we can rest assured said to me
that the field of old age pensions is certainly a not enough
responsibility that we share with the prov- ting on wi
inces. unity to ge

I will only repeat what I said in the house reform. Ur
a few days ago. I feel that the time has core ministers s
for the federal government to undertake a Health and
real study of our Canadian constitution. troduce the

a (940 PM.)duced latele (9:40 p.m.> and unnecc
[English] country a

I said at the outset that I would be brief ern times,
and I intend to be brief. By pretending that will make t
difficulties do not exist in this regard the I predict
federal government is plunging its head into difficulties
the sand. which coul

This government came to power a few short ernment ta
years ago and time and time again in the party comn
province of Quebec and in other provinces it stitution ai
has had great difficulties because of unilater- Quebec and
ally entering into fields that obviously were dialogue ou
in the realm of conjoint jurisdiction. I say to ference to s
the government that the premier of Quebec is Perhaps
being very reasonable. He is voicing a moder- America A
ate opinion. If Mr. Lesage were premier he rent needs
would voice the same point of view but per- ments or
haps not in such a moderate way. When the greater ext
government unilaterally entered into fields of new constit
conjoint jurisdiction when the Liberals were job. I arn
in power in Quebec it found time and again Quebec agr
that it was faced with profound difficulties. I this basic
say, let us not exacerbate the situation. I will who unilat
not take a position at the present time. Some we are cor
might say I am sitting on the fence. the difficuit

I will not take the position of saying that and Welfar
the provinces ought to bring forth a better act h
in the field of old age pensions than the fed-
eral act. Surely the federal government and Let us g
the minister know that by acting as they have Many gove
in these circumstances they are exacerbating that they d
the problem of federal-provincial relations. enough for
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