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If there has been wrongdoing. charges will be
laid; if not, we shall at least know the answer;
we shall know that the material did not go
astray. If it did go astray, the man respon-
sible will be brought before a court of jus-
tice. H1e will noat be denjed justice. Any
charges made will ho presented in open court,
and no advantage will be taken of the fact
that we have used means wh;ch are perhaps
unusual te trace the destination of this ele-
ment. My hon. friend cau make the most
of it; he can be as forensic as he likes. Neyer-
theless we have donc wbat we believe to-day
it was necessary to do. The action of the
government bas been cballenged in the
courts, as I assume my bon. friend knew when
he made bis speech.

Mr. DIEFENBAKER: I was aware of it.
But you were trying to take ýaway the rigbt.

Mr. HOWE: We shall know eventuaIly the
view of the courts on the order in council.
Perbaps the court will agree witb the hon.
member that we are acting ultra vires; per-
haps flot; but in any event if I had to do it
again 1 would do cxactly the same thing. I
sincercly hope that we shahl be able to trace
the destination of every ounce of ore fihat
ever camie from Eldorado. If wc can do se,

no barm wiil have been donc; but if there
bas bcen wrongdoing, I bclicve that we would
bc open to scrious censure for flot taking any
action that is indicated as a result of tbe
findings.

Mr. DIEFENBAKER: I bave listened
with interest to tbe explanation. There is no
endeavour Lu excuse the dictatorial cornplex
whieh is exbibited jn the ordcr in couecil.
Apparcntiy no excuse can be effered for the
passage of a secret order in council or for
the denial te pacliaint of information ce-
ý,iardieg theo ordcr in couneil until the press
tinaliy brought it to lig-lit. More than that,
I was aniazcd te hear the minister say,' "I
have liad the eider in council in my drawer
for three o ecks. and as my colleague the
parliamnair' assistant advises me, I o as
waiting for soineone te ask for its production
bot as tlîey did net do it I did not produce
it." Let me point out thiat prier to October
10, I liad asked the question which wvas passed
as an order for return on that day, as ru-
portud in Ifonserd, at page 898. Tbe question
m-as simply this:

Have any orders in council been passed since
the 8th of May, 1945, wherein (a) recourse te
the courts by a .party aggrieved 'by decision of
a board, commissiener or controlier ýis speci-
firally denied; (b) a coramissioner or investi-

(Mr. Howe.]

gating officer bas the power ln -any proeeeding to
deny the right of a person appearieg before
samne to be represented by counsel?

If su, give particulars?

That question was asked.

Mr. IIOWE: It was certainly a roundabout
approach.

Mr. DIEFENBAKER: Weli wben it comnes
te taiking about roundabout approaches, tbe
exhibition wbicb the minister bas just given
wîII take bigh place ie any cumputitien.

Mr. ABBOTT: Oh, I would net say su.

Mr. DIEFENBAKER: It was simply a
refusai on bis part te aeswer for a deliberate
flouting of parliament, by the simple expiana-
tien tbiat "I did it: I had a bigh purpose in
mind, and I would do it agaie."' I bave ne
sympatby for any man wbe would in any way
defraud bis country. I juin witb him in bis
desire te be assured that if there were aey
unlawfui disposai made of the products of
Eldorado it sbouid he traced. But I say at,
the same time that investigations, however
desirabie in the intcrests of justice, shouid ho
carried on in accordance witÈ the principles
whieh ages under British ]aw bave determined
pruper te assure that justice shall bo at.tained.
Otherwise, wbeeever the crowe flnds itscif in
a position where it desires te get evidence,
ail it wiii have te do wili ho te set up a court
after the fashion of the Star Chamber. and
thon proceed, as apparently the minister
tacitiy admits bu prececded ie this matter,
regardless of wvhat parliament or people tbink
of it.

It.em agreed te.

Cargo vessels eperated by Park Steamsbip Ce.
Ltd., $27,000.000.

Mr. MacINNIS: Since this is a goieg con-
cern and there mav ho an epportîînity te deal
w ith it more appropriately tinder the Depart-
miet of Reconstruction. perhaps anythiing i
have te sav miglit be iuft. ever util then.

Mr. HOWE: This is Muinitions and Sîîpply.

-Mr. MacINNIS: I wonder thien if thec min-
ister wvould give the cemmittee some informa-
tion as te how the Park Steamship cern-
pany stands new. How inany vessels weru
turnud ovuî te this compaey in t.he first
instance; liow miany of these bave been sold
siece; wbat is tbe poiicy in regard te the
remaining vessels; and aey other matter on
wbicli ho thinks the committee sbouid have
information?

Mr. HOWE: The number of ships eperated
by Park Steamsbip company is 154, divided
as fulws: on the west coaqt, fifty-five, ail of


