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Mr. FORKE: 1 have read a good rnany
of Stefansson's works. I have read bis book
on Wrangeï island. H1e attaches no blarne
to the governinent in regard to that expedi-
tion. If ha blames any one it is the British
government for being slow to move. Sorne
tirnes ha is an Arnerican and sornetirnes ha is
a Canadian. just as it suits hirn or where-
ever ha happens to be living.

Mr. MEIGHEN: I amrn ot considering the
question as to whatber Stefansson attaches
Marne to anyone or not, that is flot wbat I
arn arguing at al], I arn arguing that it, was
a Canadian expedition.

Mr. STEWART (Argenteuil): I cannot Jet
rny right hon. friand say that. It was flot a
Canadian axpedition. To say that it was is
putting an entiraly wroflg construction upon
the matter. Ail the records go to show that
it was flot a Canadian expedition.

Mr. MEIGHEIN: Is this cornpany regis-
terad?

Mr. STEWART (Argenteuil): I do flot
think it is registared in Canada. It was
registered in the United States, I think.

Mr. MEIGUEN: Is that what the depart-
mental officers thînk?

Mr. STEWART (Argenteuil): I arn pretty
sure that I arn correct about that. However,
the whole thing wvas organized in Seattle.

Mr. MEIGIIEN: If the company owning
the vessel is an Arnarican cornpany then I
would flot contend for a minute that it was
a Canadian axpedition or the rasponsibility
prirnarily Canadian. But as I understood it
Stafansson was a Canadian and bis company
was Canadian and the boat ownad by tharn,
and the man in charge-although that makes
very little diffarance-was a Canadian. The
whole question is, was it the expadition of
a Canadian company or was it not? If it
was, our responsibility is considera;bly greater
than it would be rnarely frorn the fact that
thera was a Canadian on board. 0f course
we have sorne responsibility frorn that fact
aiso. I would lika to know daflnitely what-har
the cornpany was Canadian or not, and also
the nationality of Stefansson. I neyer enter-
tainad any doubt on the mattar. I always held
that Stefansson was a Canadian and nothing
elsa. I do not know what authority the
leader of the Progressive party bad whan lie
clairned that Stefansson was an Arnarican. I
neyer heard him so clairned.

[Mr. Meizhen.]

Mr. FORKE: I should like to ha allowed
to set mysaîf right. I have no authority to
style bim an Arnerican, but I have read his
books and sornetimes ha speaks as a Cana-
dian and sornatirnes as an Arnerican.

Mr. MEIGIIEN: I neyer beard of that.

Mr. FORKE: I arn înclined to believe
the ministar is right, and that Stafansson did
taka out naturalization papers in the States.
He got bis aducation in the States and lived
ah bhis life thara.

Mr. MEIGHEN: Oh, no.

Mr. FORKE: He went to South Dakota
when ha was quite a boy.

Mr. MEIGIIEN: 11e lived there to young
rnanhood.

Mr. STEWART (Argenteuil): If wa have
the records, I shall ha glad to verify whera
the company was organized. I know the out-
fitting was dona frorn an Arnarican port, but
the expedition as regards Crawford was for
tha purpose of takîng possession of Wrangel
island for the British crown.

Mr. MEIGIIEN: Yes, of course.

Mr. STEWART (Argenteuil): Thera was
neyer any suggestion that the Canadian gov-
erfiment knew a single thing about it.

Mr. MEICHEN: I do flot think thora was.

Mr. STEWART (Argenteuil): Therafore,
I object to my right bon, friand saying that
it was a Canadian expedition.

Mr. MEIGHEN: Thora have hean, espaci-
al]y in the last few years, many things Cana-
dian that the Canadian goverfiment knows
nothing of. That is flot the point. It was
Canadian if the company was Canadian, and
you cannot give it any other titla. If the
cornpany was an Arnarican cornpany, than,
of course, there would ha a good deal to
say. In fact, I tbink thora is no use arguing
whether it was Canadian or Canadian re-
sponsihility at ail. It Ivas a Canadian com-
pany that owned the boat and launched it.

Mr. STEWART (Argenteuil): My right
hon, friand suraiy would flot argue that if
sorne company took out letters of incorpora-
tion in Canada and thon startad off on an
expedition, the Canadian governrnant would
ha in any way responsihia for that expadi-
tion?

Mr. MEICHEN: I neyer said that it wouid
ha responsihia. What I say is that if it is a
Canadian entarprisa and if, foliowing that
Canadian entai-prise which bas a laudable


