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Act, and that ail bis other time wili be at
the disposai of the Government free. He
wîll nat be entitied ta take any private
practice; bis f ull time mnust be given ta
Goveinment work, but the first dlaim an
bis time 'wiil be in connection with hie
duties as Chiet Electoral Officer.

Mr. ILAPOINTE: Wiii lie s3tili, act as

counsel for the Government generallyP

Mr. GUTHRIE: Yes, iu any matters
outside bis duties as -chie! Electoral Officer.
ýHe will be bound ta perform witbout fur-
ther rernuneration any other duties in the
way af couneel work, inquiry or the like,
-whicb the Government may ask hlma ta per-
forrn.

Mi. POWER: Will lie be an employee
of the Department o! Justice?

Mi. GUTHEIE: No, o! the House o!
Commons.

iMi. POWER: But as Chie! Government
4CaunselP

Mr. 'GTJTHRIE: 'He* wîli be at the direc-
tion o! the Attorney Generai sa f ai as
caunsel 'woik is concerned

Mr. POWER: O! the Solicitor General?

Mr. GU¶THEIE: But lie shall do ail euch
furthei work as the Government may in-
struct him ta do. I amn satisfied that in
Colonel Biggar's appointment we bave made
an excellent -choice. ! i arn peihape uas
fasmiliar as anybody with the present Fran-
.cbise Bill, and I tar satisfied tbat we want
a man ln charge as )Chief Electoral Officer
wbo ie thoroughly un-partisan, who has
ýyoutb on bis side, wbo is thoroughiy quali-
lied as a lawyeî, and wbo is o! a judicial
temperament and capable o! caming to
Tapid decisions upon difficuit hegai prob-
lems which will arise under .the Act, and I
.am satisfied. tbat Colonel Biggai possesees
:ail these qualifications in an eminent de-
-gree. The Government bas very great con-
tfdence in recomrnending him for the ap-
Wpintment, and it le gratifying ta know that
lhe Governmeut's action in thie respect
ýconcerning the Franchise Bill bas, I think,
the unqualified concurrence o! my bon.
dfriend the leader o! the Opposition.

I bave 1here!ore mucli pleasure in rnov-
ing that the resolution be

3 p.m. arnended as I bave read it ta
the Hanse.

Mi. FIELDING: Wliat will be the tenure
,o! office?

Mr. GUTHRIE: As stated in tbe Bill.
'-This is onlyý the financial clause.

Mr. FRIPP: le the Mr. O. M. Biggar
referred ta Mr. Oliver Mowat BiggarP

Mr. GUFHRIE- Yes.

Mr. FRIPP: Then it would require some
stretch of the imagination on the part o!
most of us to adjiere ta the idea that lie is
non-partisan. I understaud that whn Mr.
Oliver Mowat Biggar resided in Edmnonton
lie was a very active politician on the.
Lib>eral side.

Mr. WHITE: IÇot at ail.

Mr. FRIPP: That is my information.
Then I would like ta ask- the minister ini

charge 'why it is necessary ta. change frarn
the Parliamentary Counsel, who un-
doubtedly is non-partisan and who has had
a long experience ini the service of the Gov-
ernment. .I would f nither like ta have
some information as ta the duties performed
by Mr. Biggar in the Department o! Justice.
If he is Chie! Counsel in that departmnent
at $10,000 a year, why is it necessary ta
retain Mr. Tiliey ta conduct the arbitra-
tion proceedings in respect ta the acquiai-
tion o! the Grand Trunk Railway systern?

Mr. GUTHRIE: 1 amn not very familiar
with tho proceedings in connection with
the Grand Trunk arbitration, and there
fore I do not know -that I could give my
bon. friend an answer ta that question.
I do know fîorn ail inquiries that I have
made-and I have inquired in a good many
directions-that I arn assured, and I think
my colleagues in the Government have been
assured, that *Mr. Biggar is li no sense
of the word a partisan, and neyer has been.
He is flot now and I do flot think ever
has been actively engaged in politics. So
far as bis legal attainments are concerned,
I think bis standing at the Bar is k-nown
throughout the lengtb and breadtb o! the
country. I am aware that since the be-
ginning of the yeaî, at ail events, bis time;
has been very f uIly engaged in Govern-
ment Counsel work-not always before the
courts, but in respect ta variaus Govern-
ment commissions. It has been found very
much cheaper for the Départment of Justice
to employ Mir. Biggar at a straight salary
of $ 10,000 than ta employ counsel, as lias
been the practice for many years hereto-
fore, as and when we require tliem. 'l
may tell my hon. f-riend that counsi fees
hlave gone up enormously, an~d it is no

-uncommon thing ta have ta pay a fee of
$5,000, and peîhaps more, in a single case.
I tbink the Goveiximent lias had that ex-
perience. I arn satisfied that the salary
paid ta Mr. Biggax saves a large arnaunt


