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Accordingly, since I am satisfied on the ground of relevancy, and since
the foregoing precedents support the proposition that, assuming relevancy,
it may be moved that the substantial words of an amendment be struck out
and others substituted, I must allow the proposed sub-amendment to stand.

I should perhaps add that I do not consider that the sub-amendment
constitutes either a direct or an expanded negative of the main amendment,
since as I indicated earlier it is broad enough to include the subject-matter
of the main amendment. Nor do I consider that it could properly be alleged,
against the sub-amendment, that its effect is unfair in that it will prevent
a vote on the main amendment. If that were a ground of objection, no sub-
amendment could ever be moved; for, if the sub-amendment carried, and
the amendment, as amended, carried, there could obviously be no vote on
the amendment itself under any circumstances. By the same token, the
“six months’ hoist”, or a motion under Beauchesne’s Third Edition, Citation 657,
if carried, would have the practical effect of preventing a vote on the motion
for the second reading of a bill. Mr. Speaker Lemieux commented succinctly
on this question on March 22, 1926 (see Journals, House of Commons, Vol. 43,
1926, p. 170), when he said:—

“It cannot be contended that such a practice (i.e.,, of moving a
sub-amendment which has the effect of preventing a vote on the main
amendment) is unfair. After all, in the last analysis, the decision of
the House is supreme. As long as Mr. Stevens has asserted his right
to express his views by making his amendment, he suffers no prejudice
if Mr. Woodsworth using the same right submits a sub-amendment
asking the House to accept an alternative proposition.”

And after still further Debate thereon, the question being put on the said
proposed amendment to the proposed amendment, it was agreed to, on the
following division:—
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