Kr Chairman, Mr Secretary General, distincuished Mindste~: =nd
representatives, fellow Permanent Observers, ladie: and gentlemen:. it
is an honour for me to address this Third Regular Session nf 4%+ 7eneral
Assembly of the OAS. A year has passed since Gannda became a Permanent
Observer to the 0AS. That step was taken as part of the Cenadian policy
of intens“fying relations with Latin American countries and the institutions
of the irter-American family. It engages the interests not orly of the

Canadian Government but of mary Cenadian organizations and of individual
Canadians at all levels,

2e In fulfilling Canada's declared undertaking to draw closer to
Iatin America, we have taker a number of other steps during the last year.
Hany of these are directly identified with the Inter—American corrmunity.
Amonc the most important was our acecession to full membership in the BID

on May 3. By that step, Canada associated itself directly with the devel-
opnental aspirations of the countries of the Hemisphere. In concre:e terms,
it involved a Canadian cormitment to contribute one hundred milliorn dollars
to the resources of the bank over the next three yearse Canada is already
playing a full and active role in the Bank's Board of Directors and there is
- keen interest in Canada in the Bank's operations and future plans.

3. On November 4 of last year, Canada became a member of the Inter-
American Institute of Arriculture Sciences. We intend to rlay 2n 2ctive
rirt in the work of the Institute which will enable us to share our exprerience
in rural development with the countries of the hemisnhere, We have also
rerticipated in some of the major inter-American meetings held under OAS
ausrices, These inclnde the CACTAL meeting held in Brasilia last May, the
Annual Meeting of CIECC in Argentina in December, and the recently conecluced
nmeeting of CIES in Bogota.

Lo The activities of our mission to the OAS have brought Canada into
cloce and contimous contact with persons of the organization at all levels.
I wish now to pay tribute to the unfailing courtesy, helpfulness and interest
that has heen shown to us on all occasions by the Secretariat. Ve are also
dceply srateful to the member delezates of the OAS who have never failed to
m2ke Canada feel welcome in their midst.

Se This Asserbly's Azenda ond the discussions at recent meetinps have
made it clear, that this is a time of transition for the QAS. Ye see the 0AS

engapged in a fundamental review and reassessment of its structures and activities

charting new paths for the future and considering how to involve non-member
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