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Relations with the United States

oo+ In making what I might call a "tour dthorizon"™, I )
think it is desirable that I should begin with our relations with
that country which is nearest to us, the United States of America.
The day-to~day problems between Canada and the United States are

~growing in complexity and number and scope, but are approached in

almost every case from either side with a desire to find fair and
mutually satisfactory solutions. It is natural that these
contacts between our two countries, especially in the field of
defence and defence supply, should have increased as we work
together with other states in a closely knit coalition to safe-
guard the peace, The United States is the powerful leader of

that coalition, I suppose by any test.

Of course it is quite normal that we in Canada should

:be preoccupied with that leadership and with the power behind it.

Not long ago the spectre that haunted Canadian policy makers in
this field of foreign affairs was that the Unitea States would
remain aloof from international efforts which were being made to
protect the peace against nazi and fascist aggression. We some-
times worry now lest the United States may feel it necessary to
pursue policies inside our coalition which the other members can-
not wholeheartedly follow, or that inadequate co-operation from
those other members may discourage American effort and leadership

‘%o the point where Washington mey even decide, on some unhappy
day, to go it alone. : : ‘

Any Canadian government is bound to do what it can to

‘remove either of these unhappy possibilities. This may mean at

times expressing its own views forthrightly in other places
including of course Washington itself. This is indeed a first
Principle of Canadian diplomacy deriving from the inescapable
fact that no country in the world has less chance of isolating
itself from the effect of Amertcan policies and decisions than
Canada, We must recognize, however - and I am sure we do
récognize - that a diplomacy of this kind, depending as it does

00 the influence we exert with greater powers, can only be )
carried out successfully if our interventions are restrained,

Tesponsible and constructive, and if we act in discharging our
oWn obligations in a way which deserves the respect of our

friends, _

In addition, all of us inside the coalition must avoid
actions or reactions which will weaken our unity without

any compensating advantage to the national interest. I do not
U€&n by this that we should hide our differences by pretending
that none ever existed. In any coalition, indeed in any

‘“ﬁﬂhbourly relationship, there are bound to be honest differences,




