I shall be happy indeed to have conveyed to the responsible officers
e sentiments you have so graciously expressed.
. On their behalf and that of the United States navy please accept my
Sincere thanks.
With kindest personal regards, I am
Yours very sincerely,

Franklin D. Roosevelt.

Now for a word as to the conversations which preceded the Ogdensburg
dgreement. The agreement itself was not due to any sudden or precipitate
action. It was the outcome of several conversations between the president
and myself with respect to coastal defence on both the Atlantic and the
Pacific, in which the mutual interests of Canada and the United States were
discussed. It has seemed to me that I should reserve for parliament such
Statement as it might be advisable to make with reference to those con-
Versations which, in their nature, necessarily were highly confidential. I
light say I have received the president’s permission to refer to them
Publicly.

In the matter of time and significance, the conversations between Presi-
dent Roosevelt and myself on matters pertaining to the common interest of
Our two countries in the defence of their coasts, divide themselves naturally
Into two groups: the conversations which took place prior to the commence-
Ment of the war, and those which have taken place since.

The first conversation was on the occasion of a visit I paid the president
at the White House, as long ago as March, 1937. At that time the dis-
Cussion had reference to the position on the Pacific as well as on the
Atlantic coasts. It was then agreed that, at some time in the future,
Meetings might be arranged between the staff officers of both countries to
discuss problems of common defence.

On September 30 of that year, the president paid a visit to Victoria,

litish Columbia, crossing on a United States destroyer from Seattle. This

Visit led to arrangements for talks between staff officers regarding Pacific
f0ast problems, which took place in Washington in J anuary, 1938.

I think I may say that on every occasion on which I have visited the
p?‘ﬁ‘fSi-d«ent in the United States, or on which I have met the president on his
Visits to Canada, matters pertaining to the defence of this continent have

€en a subject of conversation between us.

The defences on the Atlantic were referred to particularly in our con-
Versations in August, 1938, in the course of the president’s visit to Kingston,
nd the opening of the Thousand Islands bridge at Ivy Lea. At that time,
1t will be recalled, the president made the open declaration that the people
of the United States would not stand idly by if domination of Canadian soil
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