
1 shall be happy indeed to have conveyed to the responsible officers
sentiments you have so graciously expressed.
On their béhaif and tJhat of the United States navy please accept my

ere thanks.
WiVh kindest personal regards, 1 arn

Yours very sincerely,
Frankinu D. Roosevelt.

Now for a word ais to the conversations whioh preceded the Ogdenisburg
ýement. The agreement itself was not due to any sudden or precîpitate
Dn. It was the outcoxne of several conversations between t>he president
myseif with respect to coastal defence on both the Atlantic and the

ific, in whic'h the mutual int-erests of Canada and the United States were
ussed. It has seemed to nme that 1 should reserve for parhiament such
ement as 1V miglit be advisable to make with reference to thoSe con-
aVions wNhich, in their nature, necessarily were highly confidential. I
bt say 1 'have received the president's permission to refer to Vhem
[icly.
In the matter of time and significance, the conversations between Presi-
Roosevelt and myseif oh matters pertaining to the cornxon. interest of

two countries in the defence of tùheir eoasts, divide themnselves natwrafly
two groups: the conversations which Vook place prior Vo the commence-
t of tihe war, and those which have taken place since.
The first conversation was on tihe occasion of a visit 1 paid the president

he White Hotuse, as long ago as March, 1937. At tiht time the dis-
ion hbad reference to the position on the Pacifie as wel as on the


