role at the Medak Pocket as [ollows: “The Canadians, well schooled in the delicate art-of
p‘aaml_{t:_t:piﬂg, discoverad thrat their nerotiation skills were not im1_nediatel:,r reyuired there.
Instead they found themselves back in their primmary war-tighting role when Croatian Army uniis
opened-ﬁré with riachine- guis, Morkars atad artillery in an elTorl 10:stop the Canddian advance:
Tao

Executive Summary

compléle their assigned mission be Pairicia’s were required 1o lhreaten the use of, and
ultitmately use deadly force againsi-the Croatian Army. However; the true Lesl of military
professionalism and discipline came after the smoke cleared, the Croatians backed down and
the. Canadians immediately reverted back to their role ds impartial peacekeepers in their
dealings with individuals that minutes before had attempred to kilt them;™" and,
Finally, this issue also wouches a chord with respect Lo Canadians” sense of sovercignty and.
independence, parlicularly vis-a vis the United Siates. The extent'to which Canada’s
involvemet(.in Afghanistan is linkéd to delending Ameriean interests, or ﬁghting-an American
war. has a significant impact on whether this is viewed as a “just” and rationale pufsuil.

Views on the mission can-be divided into thrée distinet groups — those opposed, those whose:
views waver betwéen supporf and epposition (2.5 In the “grey zone ), and those whi are
generaily supportive.of Canada’s involveprent. While opposition is quite firnt and. penerally
imnivyveable, support for the mission tends 1o be .mf?'am:’ mire volaiile.

The key features and characteristics of each of these public opinion segments are summarized in
the rables below,

1 hitpufuw, cda-cdai.callibranymedak



