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westward and there was certainly evidence that it might as France,
Italy, Belgium, Britain, even North America experienced militant
demonstrations and strikes.

That fear of revolution was sometimes useful in Paris. Queen Marie
of Romania, for example, asked for huge territorial gains, including
half of Hungary, for her country. When leaders such as Woodrow
Wilson of the United States or Georges Clemenceau of France
demurred at granting this, she warned that a disappointed Rumania
might well have a violent revolution. This was not something that the
peacemakers wanted. Revolution in Romania would bring the threat of
Bolshevism much closer to the heart of Europe. The peacemakers, it
has been suggested by the historian Arno Mayer among others, were
heavily influenced by their apprehensions about revolution when it
came to making the peace settlements. While I would argue that this
was not their only consideration, it is certainly the case that the French,
in particular, felt that it was necessary to have strong states as a cordon
sanitaire to prevent revolution from spreading.

The threat was also helpful to a Canadian representative. In the
National Archives, there are some delightful letters from Oliver Mowat
Biggar, who was legal advisor to the Canadian delegation. Biggar
worked extremely hard but he also had time to visit the theatres with
other Canadians such as Sir Robert Borden. They went to the classic
plays by Racine and Moliére but they also went to the opera comique
and the revues. Biggar described his evenings out to his wife in Ottawa:
the attractive women of the demi-mondaine, the actress who had
almost nothing on above the waist, the way in which French women’s
ankles compared to those of Canadians. Mrs Biggar, not surprisingly,
decided that she ought to join her husband in Paris. He warned her off
by pointing out that France was likely to experience violent upheavals.

The peacemakers had equally important consideration, that of the
expectations of their publics. This was a time, of course, when public
opinion was already a factor in international relations. The war had
been so catastrophic and the losses had been so great, that there was a
very strong feeling, first of all that someone should pay for it
Reasonable or not, it is human nature to want to find someone to
blame, particularly after a great catastrophe, and to want to make



