
Finally, it was suggested that the. Group of 78 siiould asic the G78 Peace and Seuity Policy Panelto draft a policy paper on the. best means of controlling small arms and the. roi. that Canadashould play. It is suggested that Peggy Mason should be asked ta supervise the. drafing of such apaper.

3. War-Affected Children

Senator Landon Pearson, resource person. Samantha Nutt, moderator.

The. estabishment of the Riglits of the Ciiild in 1989 lias had an immense impact on theincorporation of cbild-related issues into the. international dialogue. Within the Last ten years,child related issues have become an integral comportent of bath govermmental and non-eovernimental mandates when discussing conflict and conflict prevention.

rhie conférence on war-affected cbildren iield in Winnipeg in September 2000 illustrated the.ilagnitude of child-related issues and wiiy tiiey have moved to the. forefront of foreign policy.

[lie conférence iielped ta clarify the. issues and set an agenda. Primarily, it was a success becaus.)f the. incorporation of youth from various counitries in the. process of negotiation andbrmulating strategy. Half of the 126 countiies at the. conférence were represented by ministers.-le large turnout showed tiiat the. issue of war-affected cbildren can no longer be ignoredrternationally.

The Winnipeg agenda covered 14 issues:
leadershiip,
flulfilment of obligations tiirougii signing, rati1fring, and implementing the optional
protocol,
increased accountability, decreased impunity, througii ratification,
targeting children,
negotiating release of abducted ciiildren,
increasing bumanitarian assistance,
focus on preventative radier tiian curative measures,


